
Hizbollah attacks SLA outpost 

^HAYA CAP) — HizboUah fighters on Sunday 

. ri: i ^ rocket-propelled grenades, and the 

. - ! , ; ! 1 /.fe Israelis retaliated with artillery fire, Lebanese securi- 
1%: pedals said. There was no immediate word on 

II M &?**** 60111 **“ axtack b y guerrillas on the 
=iyyL 1 ZoanapsMya outpost just inside Israel’s self-declared 
t$eeiinty zone m southern Lebanon, the officials 
“ ,s ^ Hv S :saa * IsraeI res P ondcd Portly after the 9 ajn with 
e behmj “■ ' o* 1 suspectad guerrilla targets near the vil- 

' lages of Maidoun and Ein H Tmeh southeast of 
AX Zdumraaraya, they said. There were no reports on 

areVk ^ Ut casualncs OT dim ®g e from the shelling. The officials 
^ “j* spoke on customaty coudidon of anonymity. 
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Turk troops kill 14 more Kurd guerrillas 

DIYARBAKIR f APi — Elite troops killed 14 Kurdish 
guerrillas Sunday, increasing the number of rebel 
casualties to S I in operations in the rugged southeast- 
ern region, officials said. Some 39.500 troops aided by 
3.000 pro-goveraraent village guards have been 
searching for the rebels in six southeastern provinces 
since April 23. Most of Sunday’s casualties occurred 
in fighting on Mount Cudi in Simak province border- 
ing Iraq, the regional governor's office announced. 
Three soldiers were reported killed by the guerrillas so 
far. The military typically steps up its fight against (he 
guerrillas in spring, taking advantage of the milder 
weather. Warplanes and attack helicopters have also 
been raking pan in the operation, described as the 
biggest since the Kurdish insurgents launched a guer- 
rilla war for autonomy in the region in 19S4. 
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King: Opposition parties 
should resort to dialogue 

‘ To have an absolute opposition is unjustified 9 


ByThreqAyyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 


lark Addy jtafc AMMAN — His Majesty 
1 bis denutttai ^ Hussdn 051 Sunday 

“"W urged the opposition to resort 

0\nnv 10 £ ^°= ue govem- 

mem rafter than being always 
lot opposed to its policies. 
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anmversaiy of His Majesty’s 
assumption of his constitu- 
tional powers, the King said 
that the minority should suc- 
cumb to the win of the major- 
ity 

“With all due respect, a new 
term has prevailed recently, 
the 'so called opposition par- 
ties. I do not drink that this is 
right; it needs to be corrected,” 
the King said. 

“Opposition could be for a 
certain stand or a particular 
policy, even for a certain inci- 
dent. But to have an absolute 
opposition is a matter, in my 
opinion, that is imacceptable 
and unjustified,” the King told 
ministers, lawmakers, foreign 
diplomats and community 
leaders.. 

‘The language of dialogue 
shqul^lteyaiL We should talk 
and talk about alf issues until 
tfE^gree cm a particular co£K 
dnSkHC the King said at the 



His Majesty King Hussein, HRH Crown Prince Hass an and Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali arrive at the Palace of Culture Sunday to attend a festival marking the anniver- 
sary of the King's assumption of his constitutional powers (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 
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(he ceremony winch was also 
attended by His Royal High- 


respected opposition to a par- 
ticular issue, but that at the end 
the .majp^ - s^puy. J pre^ 
and “should be respected as 

iadiiL,— — — , • 

The Eng said that opposi- 
tion and the government 
should sit together to find out 
“what are the loopholes, tire 


The King said he would be 
pleased to visit the profession- 
al associations and meet with 
their leaders. The bead of the 
Engineers Association, Husni 
Abu Ghaidah. an Islamist, 
invited rite King to visit the 
professional unions building 
and to meet with union lead- 


ers. 

■With all pleasure. I accept 
this honourable invitation that 
I have just received from the 
heads of the association” the 
King said. 

"In our talks with the profes- 
sional unions leaders, the dis- 
cussion will be frank,” the 
King said 

The Eng called tor the 


Arafat, Netanyahu leave for London 

‘Netanyahu was not given mandate 
to make a compromise in London 9 


Combined agency 
dispatches 
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• •' PALESTINIAN PRESI- 

DENT Yasser Arafat flew to 
London for crucial peace 
^ - pc with talks involving Israel derer- 
1 ” - mined to accept a U.S. com- 

lt-ad r°'“ promise after last-minute con- 

__ sulations with Egyptian Pres- 
. 'y 'n a A™ 1 ” idea Hosm Midwrak, Fbr- 
dgn Minister Amr Musa said 
r .«.iwn 111 Sunday. 

-'J -.-j «* "“j “It is clear that the PaJestini- 

. .. ^ ans still confirm acceptance 

of the American ideas,” Mr. 
. - . - r 'it - -- ! ^i -Musa told reportecs after d» 
"... - meeting at the Ittihadiya jxes- 

. T idential palace in the norfrem 
suburbs of Cairo. 

: •- nit Mr. Arafat and Laaeli Prime 
‘ ' ... ‘ Minister Benyamin 

• ' ' Netanyahu will meet sepa- 

‘‘..Lnib ^V- “4y 1° London on Mcwday 
' « v Ktfr Ui Secretary 

“ -y,c ,p --.Madeleine Albright to discuss 
a UA fxtposal fear Israel to 
pull ait of 13 pa - cent of the 
West Bank. 

lD lO Israel is opposed to witb- 
H»n Jo* 10 - - *»wng from more than nine 
■ 3 ^ P® r 0001 °f ti» West Bank 
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Mr, Netanyahu would contin- 
ue toneject the 13 percent fig- 
ure on grounds a withdrawal 
of this scope would endanger 
vital Israeli interests. 

“Netanyahu has not been 
given a mandate by his cabi- 
net to decide any troop with- 
drawal greater than ttor 
already approved.” said David 
Rar- TIlan, the prime minister's 
media advisor. 

He was referring to a cabi- 
net decision several months 
ago approving a single poll- 
bock from around nine per 
cent of the WestBank with all 
future withdrawals postponed 
until the two sides reach a 

final peace deal 

Rather than focusing on the 
land issue. Mr. Bar-Wan said 
Israel wanted the London 
talks to tackle less sensitive 
Left over from interim 
accords. 

"We drink that progress can 
be achieved on the issues of 
op ening the Palestinian air- 
port and an industrial zone in 
tie Gaza Strip because these 
projects can advance the 
peace process,” Mr. Bar-Wan 
told AFP. 

Palestinian officials insist 
any progress must begin with 
an agreement on the troop 


pullbacks. 

Ml Arafat reiterated before 
leaving early Sunday for 
Cairo that success on Monday 
“depends on bow Netanyahu 
wfl] deal with these issues, 
because as we know the prob- 
lem is with him-’’ 

The Palestinians say they 
have made a major conces- 
sion in accepting the U.S. 
compromise proposal fora 13 
per cent pullback, far below 
the 40 per cent of the West 
Bank they say Israel should 
cede at this time, and will not 
budge further: 

“Given Netanyahu’s tough 
position, there are few hopes 
for success in London,” said 
Palestinian Cabinet Minister 
Nabfl Shaath. 

The full Palestinian leader- 
ship warned over the week- 
end that failure in London 
**wiU mean a return to vio- 
lence and chaos” in the entire 
region. 

dearly aware of such dan- 
gers, Washington has put 
intense pressure on Israel over 
die past week to accept its 
compromise package. 

U.S. special Mideast envoy 
Dennis Ross held eight meet- 
ings with Ml Netanyahu, 
compared to oily three with 


Ml Arafat, in a clear indica- 
tion Washington feels the ball 
is in Israel 's conn. 

U.S. Vice President A1 
Gore, in Israel for its 50th 
jubilee celebrations last week, 
also met for several hours 
with Mr. Netanyahu, includ- 
ing an unscheduled two-hour 
encounter in the early hours 
of Sunday after Mr. Gore met 
with Ml Arafat. 

But the lobbying effort bore 
IittlefhriL 

“At this point. [Albright] 
has no reason to think that we 
are in a position to bridge the 
gaps" between die two sides. 
U.S. State Department 
spokesman James Rubin said, 
warning of “grave dangers if 
we can't get [the peace talks] 
back on track.” 

Mr. Bar-lllan brushed the 
U.S. concerns aside. 

“Maybe Mrs. Albright was 
expecting seme kind of a 
breakthrough, but we prefer 
to proceed one step at a time,” 
he said 

"If concrete progress is 
achieved in London, which is 
what we hope, there will 
doubtless be feather meetings. 
But for that to happen Arafat 
will have to give us more than 
empty promises,” he said 


Most Americans want Clinton to 
take fair approach to mediation 




Cr‘ ^yj- Bank,' 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Most American vot- 
ers believe the CUnton administration should 
have a balanced policy toward the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict and sbould not favour one 

party over the other, a poll conducted for Lon- 
don's A1 MajaDah magazine and die Arab 
American Institute says- 
Accorriing to the poll appearing in Mon- 
day’s edition of Al Majallah, six per c ent said 
Israel should be blamed for the current 
imp asse in the Middle East, nine per cent 
blamed the Palestinians, while 62 per cent said 
die two sides are equally to blame. 


When asked whom the administration 
should pressure to restore momentum to the 
peace process, eight per cent said Israel, six 
per cent said the Palestinians and 66 per cent 
said both parties. And asked what administra- 
tion policy should be in order best to pursue 
peace, 12 per cent said it should lean toward 
Israel and 63.7 per cent said US. policy 
should steer a middle course. 

The poll of 969 American voters has a mar- 
gin of er r or of plus or minus three percentage 
points. 


reform of the judiciary to 
avoid what be described as 
■■shoncomings and loop- 
holes.” 

"I believe that there are 
loopholes, shortcomings and 
defaults which need reform to 
enable the judiciary' to reach 
the point which we all wish.” 
the King said. 

Referring to the Kingdom’s 
endeavours to reduce the suf- 
fering of the Iraqi people, the 
King said that he will continue 
his efforts until the sanctions 
on Iraq are eased and lifted 
The King said thar the prob- 
lem of fee seven-year-old 
sanctions against Iraq is the 
major issue on Jordan's for- 
eign agenda. 

“We have the duty to work 
on the political field with our 
utmost energy and effort to 
Nina an end to their sufferings 
and until a new dawn 
emerges." the King added 
He said that Jordan will con- 
tinue its path of peace until a 
“comprehensive and just 
peace” is reached 
Prime Minister .Abdul 
Salam Majali and former 
prime ministers Zaid Al Rifa’i 
and .Ahmad Lawzi also deliv- 
ered speeches during tire 
three-hour festival. 

The event was also attended 
by senior army, police and 
security officials. 

Arab League 
slams Butler 
report on Iraq 

CAIRO iAFPi — The .Arab 
League on Sunday criticised 
chief UN. arms inspector 
Richard Butler for a report 
which contributed to the 
renewal of sanctions on Iraq, 
savins Baghdad complied 
with U.N. "demands to rid 
itself of weapons of mass j 
destruction. 

"The Arab League consid- 
ers that Iraq compOed with the 
implementation of the UN. 
Security Council [resolutions] 
and with the agreement signed 
in February with UN. chief 
Kofi Annan.” Arab League 
Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid told reporters 
here. 

"It is clear that Kofi Annan 
supports the Iraqi position bur. 
unfortunately, Richard But- 
ler’s report is not encouraging 
for the Security Council to 
reach an agreement with Iraq." 
Mr. Abdul Meguid said. 

The head of the 22-member 
pan-Arab otganisation called 
anew on the UN. to lilt “as 
quickly as possible” the sanc- 
tions which it first imposed on 
Iraq after it invaded Kuwait in 
1990. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid’s deputy 
for international political 
affairs, Mohammad Zakariya 
Ismail, charged meanwhile 
that die U.N. decision to main- 
tain sanctions against Iraq was 
“pan of a plot" to erase Iraq 
from fee .Arab map. weaken 
the Arabs compared to Israel 
and render Israel the only mil- 
itary and political force in the 
region.” 

The UN. Security Council 
renewed the sanctions against 
Iraq on April 27 after review- 
ing a report by Mr. Butler, 
who said that “virtually no 
progress” tad been made ovier 
the past six months. 

The sanctions can oily be 
lifted when tbe UN. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
charged with Iraqi disarma- 
ment headed by Mr. Butler 
declares die country free of 
weapons of mass destruction. 


Crown Prince: 

Middle East security must 
address interests of all states 


AMMAN* >. Petra; — His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan returned to .Amman 
Sunday following a brief visit 
to Turkey where he discussed 
with Turkish officials efforts 
for giving impetus to the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

In an address to a confer- 
ence by the New Atlantic Ini- 
tiative. Prince Hassan said that 
peace and security in the 
region should be based on the 
principle of respecting the 
rights of all parties, stressing 
the importance of involving aft 
countries in the region in 
drafting the peace formula. 

Prince Hassan urged the 
participants at the conference, 
which discussed Atlantic 
nations' contributions towards 
Middle East peace and securi- 
ty; to deal with the question of 
security - in its widest perspec- 
tive, embodying social and 
economic security in a man- 
ner that would take into con- 
sideration the interests and the 
rights of all sides. 

Prince Hassan said that the 
participation of all countries in 
the region is a basic pre-req- 
uisite to ensure the success of 
any dialogue or effort aimed at 
enhancing regional security 
and stability, warning against 
dealing with the region from 
the v iew point of safeguarding 
the interests of certain parties. 
He said that the overwhelming 
public opinion in the Middle 
East believes that these certain 
parties view the region only 
from the perspective of ensur- 
ing Israel ’s security*, oil and the 
sale of weapons. 

He told the conference that it 
is a basic requirement for 
Muslims to deal with attempts 
on the pan of some people to 
distort Islam bv eliminating 


misconceptions about the faith 
and working towards con- 
structing peace based on Cor- 
rea and sound concepts. 

The Crown Prince told the 
audience, which included for- 
mer Turkish President Kanaan 
Everem and politicians and 
intellectuals from Turkey and 
other parts of the world, that it 
is wrong to deal with the ques- 
tion of security' on the basis of 
a misconception that Israel is 
ar the centre because security 
should be comprehensive 
since ir is the right of all coun- 
tries. 

Prince Hassan criticised the 
idea of “selectivity” in dealing 
with Middle East problems, 
laying stress cm the impor- 
tance of “comprehensiveness" 
in handling this issue, citing as 
an example the question of 
mass destruction weapons, 
which he said should be tack- 
led through one criteria and 
non-selectivity. 

Prince Hassan pointed our 
that violence in many cases is 
the result of desperate policies, 
stressing the importance of 
differentiating between vio- 
lence resulting from injustice 
and that resulting from terror- 
ism. 

He said these issues should 
be tackled at their roots 
through removing despair and 
injustice, stressing that all 
countries have a duty to take 
part in combating terrorism. 

On the question of whether 
unity- of the Atlantic countries 
can contribute to building 
security in the Middle East, 
Prince Hassan said it was pos- 
sible to benefit from the 
Atlantic nations’ approach 
towards building a regional 
mechanism for settling dis- 
putes in a manner agreed on 


by all concerned countries 
without arty discrimination. 

Earlier in .Ankara, the 
Crown Prince and Turkish 
President Suleiman Demirel 
stressed at their meeting the 
need for stimulating efforts to 
overcome obstacles that still 
impede the peace process and 
to ensure (he success of the 
meeting between U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
.Albright, Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu in London Mon- 
day, warning that the failure of 
that meeting would have 
adverse consequences on the 
region. 

Prince Hassan noted the 
European Union’s under- 
standing of the Arab stand vis- 
a-vis the peace process while 
President Demirel empha- 
sised his country’s determina- 
tion to pursue contacts with 
the United States and Israel to 
urge them to work towards 
giving momentum to the 
peace process. 

Both the Crown Prince and 
the Turkish president called 
for ending the human suffer- 
ing in Iraq and for a clear cri- 
teria in assessing the extent of 
Iraq's commitment to the 
implementation of UN. reso- 
lutions and for the lifting of 
sanctions imposed on the 
Arab country. 

Prince Hassan who was 
accompanied on his visit tty 
Deputy Prime Minister Jawad 
Anani was met at the airport 
upon his return by Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Salam Majali 
Royal Court Chief Fayez 
Taravvneh, Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid and 
other officials along with the 
Turkish ambassadorto Jordan. 


Relatives leave for Kuwait 
to visit Jordanian detainees 


By Francesca Ciriaei 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Family mem- 
bers of 14 Jordanian prison- 
ers held in Kuwaiti jails 
since the 1990-91 Gulf war 
will leave for Kuwait City 
today to visit the inmates in 
a series of trips sponsored 
by the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross 
(ICRCj. 

Mu ’in Qassjs. spokesman 
at the ICRC office in 
Amman, said the 26 Jorda- 
nians. mainly spouses and 
children, will visit Kuwait 
for three days to meet the 
detainees, including one 
woman. 


The previously-organised 
trip comes days after 
Kuwait pardoned 13 Jor- 
danian prisoners in a move 
officials said aimed at 
improving bilateral ties, 
strained by Jordan’s per- 
ceived pro-Iraqi stance dur- 
ing the Gulf crisis which 
was sparked by Baghdad’s 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Some 60 Jordanians were 
sentenced by Kuwaiti secu- 
rity’ courts for allegedly col- 
laborating with Iraq during 
its seven-month occupation 
of the emirate, according to 
unofficial figures. 

Under the Kuwaiti courts’ 
rulings, crimes of "collabo- 


ration" ranged from active 
participation in occupation 
operations to standard 
employment contracts with 
or contributions to Iraqi 
newspapers published in 
Kuwait during the occupa- 
tion. 

No official figures are 
available on how many Jor- 
danians are still held in 
Kuw'aiti jails. 

“This is the fourth ICRC- 
sponsored visit since the 
end of the Gulf war,” Mr. 
Qassis said of Monday's 
trip. “Through these trips, 
the ICRC has enabled 133 

(Continued on page 3) 


Iraq: Sanctions toll over $140 billion 


BAGHDAD (APi — Iraq has 
lost about SI 40 billion as a 
result of UN. trade sanctions 
which include a ban on its oil 
exports. Iraqi Trade Minister 
Mohammed Mehdi Saleh said 
Sunday. 

The sanctions, imposed after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990, 
bar the export of all but limited 
amounts of oil worth S2 billion 
each six months. 

The United Nations permit- 
ted Iraq to pump partial 
amounts of oil to international 
markets in December 1996 to 
help it buy food, medicine and 
other supplies to fts 22 million 
people. 

“Iraq's economy has lost 
appimimatelv S140 billion. 
Thai means the economy lost 
goods, commodities, equip- 
ment and services which 
would have been imported by 
the oil monevT Mr. Saleh told 
ita Asso ci ated Press. 

Independent experts have 
estimated that Iran has lost 
about SI 15 trillion from the 


ban just in oil exports during 
the years of the embargo. 

Iraq holds die world's sec- 
ond largest oil reserves after 
Saudi Arabia. It was the 
world's second exporter of oil 
also after Saudi Arabia, prior 
to the UN. embargo under 
UN. Security Council resolu- 
tions adopted after the Kuwaiti 
invasion. The sanctions will 
not be lifted until UN. 
weapons inspectors certify that 
Iraq has eliminated all those 
weapons. 

Mr. Saleh, a technocrat with 
a doctorate from Britain's 
Manchester University, said 
the sanctions have caused 
“great material loss” for the 
economy. 

But the greatest loss is “die 
death of 13 million Iraqis, 
most of them children,” said 
Mr. Saleh, maintaining that 
number have died due to lack 
of food and medicine caused 
by the embargo. 

He said ita United States 
hoped that the hardships 


resulting from the sanctions 
will eventually change the 
government in Baghdad. 

“Ir [Washington] wants to 
reap political ends from the 
suffering of the Iraqis. That 
will not happen,” he said. 

Despite Washington’s atti- 
tude, Mr. Saleh said, Iraq has 
no intention of boycotting 
American firms. “We will go 
ahead with plans to buy goods 
and commodities from Ameri- 
can companies,” he said. He 
declined to give figures or 
names. 

To farther alleviate Iraq’s 
sancticms-relaied suffering, the 
United Nations has given Iraq 
the chance to increase fee 
value of its exports to S52 bil- 
lion from the current $2 bil- 
lion. 

Mr. Saleh said be hoped Iraq 
wfll be able to boost value of 
oil exports up to S4 billion in 
the next leg of the UN. pro- 
gramme. He said Iraq lyrafaj 

at least that amount to meet its 
immediate needs. 
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Hamas militant receives four life 
sentences for involvement in killings 


LOD ( AFP) — An Israeli 
military court sentenced a 
Palestinian Islamist to four life 
prison sentences Sunday for 
involvement in attacks which 
killed nine people, court offi- 
cials said. 

Rayed Abu Hamdieb. 22, a 
member of the Islamic Resis- 
tance Movement (Hamas) 
from the West Bank city of 
Hebron, was notably convict- 
ed of shooting and killing an 
Israeli soldier, Sharon Edry, as 
he was being kidnapped by a 
Hamas squad in September 


1996. 

Hamdieb was also found 
guilty of helping prepare the 
bombing of a Tel Aviv cafe 
last year which killed three 
Israelis and involvement in 
two drive-by shootings west 
of Jerusalem dial left five 
Israeli civilians dead. 

Upon hearing the sentence. 
Hamdieh smiled and told 
reporters afterward that he bad 
no regret for the attacks. 

“Israelis have also killed 
civilians,” Hamdieh said in 
Hebrew. 


One member of the three- 
judge panel wrote in a minor- 
ity decision that Hamdieh 
should have received the death 
sentence for his crimes. 

But the majority chose four 
life sentences plus five years. 

“These are some of the 
gravest and most horrible 
actions that have been brought 
before an Israeli court,” wrote 
Judge Doron Feiles for the 
majority. 

Hamdieh was one of four 
surviving members of a 
Hamas squad based in the 


West Bank town of Tsurif 
which Israeli police say killed 
13 Israelis in a series of 
attacks in 1996 and 1997. 

One member of the group 
died when the bomb he was 
apparently planning to leave 
in Tel Aviv’s Apropos cafe 
blew up while he was still 
holding it. 

The trial of two other mem- 
bars of the cell will begin on 
Wednesday and that of the 
fourth member will begin at 
the end of June, the court 
sources said. 


Israel says U.S. rejected compromise 
on extradition of murder suspect 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — U.S. 
prosecutors have rejected a 
proposed compromise with 
Israel over a Jewish- American 
teenager wanted for murder in 
the United States, the Israeli 
stale prosecutor told a 
Jerusalem court Sunday. 

Under the compromise, 
Samuel Sheinbein, 17, would 
be tried in a U.S. court but 
serve any prison sentence in 
Israel for allegedly murdering 
and dismembering a man in 
Maryland last September 
before he fled to Israel. 

David Libai, Sheinbein's 


Israeli lawyer, had accepted 
the compromise proposed in 
April by a Jerusalem district 
court judge but said his client 
would only drop his battle 
against extradition if U.S. 
prosecutors did not seek the 
death penalty. 

Justice officials in Maryland 
had expressed concern char 
Sheinbein would be released 
early if he served a term in 
Israel. 

Sheinbein was arrested by 
Israeli police after fleeing the 
United States shortly after the 
murder and has since battled 


extradition on the grounds that 
he inherited Israeli citizenship 
from his Israeli-botn father. 

Israeli nationals may not be 
extradited under Israeli law. 

Israeli Attorney General Eli- 
akim Rubinstein ruled in 
November that Sheinbein, 
who had newt previously 
been to Israel, could not claim 
citizenship. 

Rubinstein said Sheinbein's 
father left Israel as a child 
before the adoption of a 1952 
law which automatically 
grants citizenship to anyone 
bom of Israeli parents. 


Saudi offers to help improve 
U.S.-Iran ties — papers 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia has offered to help bring 
about rapprochement 
between the United States 
and Iran. Saudi-owned 
newspapers said Sunday. 

The London-based daily 
A1 Hayar quoted diplomats 
in Riyadh- as- saying that 
Saudi officials offered U.S. 
Vice . .President Al Gore, 
who visited the kingdom on 
Friday and Saturday, to 
carry the views of the Unit- 
ed States to Tehran. 

“Diplomatic sources said 
Saudi Arabia renewed its 
mediation offer to America 
to help narrow differences 


between Washington and 
Tehran, by conveying the 
United States' views on the 
subject during an upcoming 
visit by the Saudi foreign 
minister to Iran,” Al Hayat 
said in a front-page story. 

The newspaper said the 
Saudi foreign . minister. 
Prince Saud Al Faisal, was 
.due .to visit Iran in the “next 
few days.” 

Asharq Al Awsat. another 
London-based Saudi- 
owned newspaper, earned a 
similar front-page story. 
Neither dailies gave any 
further details. 

Ties between Saudi Ara- 


bia and non-Arab Iran, the 
Gulf's heavyweights, have 
been improving since mod- 
erate Iranian cleric Moham- 
mad Khatami was elected 
president last year. 

Saudi Arabia is Washing- 
ton's main Arab allv in the 
. Gulf. 

Mr. Khatami has called 
for dialogue and cultural 
exchanges between the 
Iranian and American peo- 
ple. 

The newspapers said Mr. 
Gore’s talks with Saudi 
officials focused on Middle 
East peace efforts and on 
the situation in the Gulf. 


Family says 
Israeli army 
refusing to 
return son’s 
body 


RAFAT (AFP) — A Palestin- 
ian family called for interna- 
tional action Sunday against 
the Isaeli army, saying it has 
held the body of their son since 
November when he died in an 
unexplained explosion. 

Badran Abu Asbar, 24. died 
Nov. 21 apparently from a 
bomb that exploded in his hand 
in the West Bank village of 
Rafat, southwest of Nablus. 

Since then, the array, which 
controls security in the village, 
has refused to return the body- 
pending the completion of an 
investigation into the explo- 
sion, said his toother, Zaharan. 

The family urged interna- 
tional human rights groups to 
pressure the Israeli army to 
return the body so it could be 
buried. 

The army frequently confis- 
cates from families the bodies 
of suspected Palestinian 
activist who die in Israeli-con- 
trolled areas in explosions of 
bombs the anrty alleged that 
were meant to be used in anti- 
Israeli attacks. 

But Zaharan Abu Asbar said 
his brother was not a member 
erf the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas), which 
has taken responsibility for 
several attacks that have killed 
dozens of Israelis. 


World Press Photo laureate gives prize 
to orphans of Algerian violence 


ALGIERS (AFP) — An 
Algerian photo-reporter who 
won 1997’s World Press 
Photo Award for his picture 
of a woman devastated by 
her children’s deaths in a 
massacre gave his cash prize 
Sunday to orphans of vio- 
lence. 

Hocine, a correspondent 
for Age nee France Presse. 
took the picture of the 
woman outside a hospital last 
September. It has been 
named the “Algerian Madon- 
na" for its portrayal of one 


impact of the country's strife. 

Hocine said he wished to 
“contribute in a modest way 
to easing the suffering of 
children left without families 
or resources in an Algeria 
tom asunder by blind vio- 
lence." 

He gave his prize of 
S7.500, received in Amster- 
dam on April 20. to the 
Benevolent Algerian Associ- 
ation for Childhood and Wel- 
coming Families ( AAE- 
FAB). a charity which aims 
to find families for orphans 


and particularly the thou- 
sands whose parents have 
been killed since 1992. 

A woman who had been 
leaning weakly against a wall 
after a systematic overnight 
slaughter at Bentalha near 
.Algiers suddenly sank to trie 
ground. Hocine caught her 
hopeless collapse on film. 

“She has just learnt that her 
eight children are dead.” a 
nearby woman said. 

Hocine’s record of the 
moment made front pages 
worldwide and was selected 


by a nine-strong jury' from 
36.041 submissions by 3.627 
photographers, 

Hocine. whose foil name is 
withheld to protect his identi- 
ty in Algeria, has been work- 
ing for AFP for five years. 

A travelling exhibition of 
his work is being shown this 
year in Paris, Cologne, Lon- 
don. New York. Tokyo. 
Milan and Johannesburg, as 
well as in Bosnia and Kaza- 
khstan. 



MILITIA MEMBER POINTS TO REBEL HIDEOUT: Kabyi patriots Sunday point 
to a rebel hideout in the mountains 140 kilometres east of Algiers daring a patrol. 
Patriot militiamen patrol the Kabyi region to defend themselves from the rebels, 
who attack remote villages to spread fear among Algerian civilians (Reuters photo) 


German troops arrive to 
train in Israel for first time 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A group 
of German army cadets 
accompanied by German 
Chief of Staff General Helmut 
Will mann arrived in Israel 
Sunday for foe first exchange 
programme between the two 
countries' aimed forces, die 
army said. 

The three-week training 
programme for the 17 select 
officer cadets was scheduled 
to begin with a ceremony at 
Yad Vashem, the museum and 
memorial for the six million 
Jews killed during World War 
II by Nazi forces under Ger- 
man's Thud Reich. 


It was the first time a group 
of G erman cadets has named 
in a country which was not a 
member of NATO, although 
individual G erman officers 
have participated in Israeli 
army t raining courses in the 
past 

Gen. Wfllraann was due to 
leave Israel on Monday after 
talks with senior Israeli army 
chiefs. 

The cadets were then to 
begin their training by travel- 
ling around Israel and learning 
the country's history for one 
week before being split up 
into groups and assigned to 


different battalions, an army 
spokesman said. 

He said the field-training 
segment of their stay would 
focus p rimaril y on desert war- 
fine. 

Before leaving Germany the 
officer cadets spent a week in 
Koblenz, near Bonn, at a 
preparatory course on Ger- 
man and Israeli history with 
special emphasis on foe Holo- 
caust and neo-Nazism in Ger- 
many today. 

The G erman defence min- 
istry called the visit a chance 
to “build tolerance and open- 
ness toward other cultures.” 


Somali faction says it repulsed attack 


MOGADISHU (AFP) —A 
faction in strife-tom Somalia 
claimed on Sunday that it bad 
fought off an offensive by a 
rival group in the south of the 
country and recaptured terri- 
tory in battles costing around 
70 lives. ... - j 

The Somali National Front 
(SNF), dominated tty fltem- 
bers of the Marehan clan, said 
it bad succeeded in fighting 
off militiamen loyal to 
Kismayo warlord General 
Mohammad Said Hirsi “Mor- 
gan." 

Marehan militiamen said 
they had recaptured the Kafr 
suma village, 90 kilometres 
southwest of the Indian Ocean 
port of Kismayo. 

Gen. Morgan’s militiamen 
on Saturday took up defensive 


positions at Gobweyn village 
on the road to Mogadishu, 
reliable sources here said. 

At least 69 people have died 
and more than 100 others 
wounded in two (weeks -of 
fighting around Kismayo, 
■ including .six killed and. eight 
wounded in fighting on Satur- 
day, the sources said. 

The violence has subsided, 
but rival militias have contin- 
ued bringing in reinforce- 
ments from other areas. 

South Mogadishu warlord 
Hussein Mohammad Aideed 
on Saturday said his militia 
were not involved in the fight- 
ing in Kismayo and appealed 
to the waning sides stop hos- 
tilities. 

But witnesses said armed 
wagons believed to belong to 


Mr. Aideed ’s forces had been 
seen driving from the capital 
to the battle zone. 

Meanwhile, Abdi Mahdi 
Abdi Salma a faction leader 
• from the Ogaden clan . has 
accused Mogadishu warlords 
..of. instigating .violence ...in . 
Kismayo. 

Mr. Abdi Salam, in a letter 
to AFP's Nairobi bureau, 
accused Me Aideed and sup- 
porters of the SNF of commit- 
ting atrocities against the peo- 
ple of southern Somalia 
despite efforts by local elders 
to pacify the region. 

“The Mogadishu factions 
must not interfere in the 
affairs erf Kismayo after they 
failed to resolve their differ- 
ences in their own fiefooms,’’ 
Mr. Abdi Salam said. 
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IAEA probing 
Pakistani offered totitip 
Iraq with nukes . 

WASHINGTON (AF^ 
The International Atomic 
Enetgy Agency GAEA^jjg 
looking into evidence thaa 
top Pakistani scientist may 
have offered to help Iraq 
build a nuclear borabC 
Newsweek reported. In ks 
most recent issued Ate- 
weekly newsmagazine 


reported that the IAEA has 
a memorandum from 
Iraq's intelligence service 
to the nuctear-weapons 
directorate which reports a 
proposal from “Pakistani 
scientist Dr. Abd ElQadeer 
Khan.” Iraq exxifirmed the 
document in- December 
was authentic but said that 
they had rejected the offer 
because of fear; it was a 
sting, and Pakistan called it 
a fraud, Newsweek report- 
ed. 


Iran. Iraq to resume 
prisoner exchanges 
on May 15 


BAGHDAD (AFP)— Iraq 
and Iran are to resume pris- 
oner exchanges on May 15 
with the aim of finally dos- 
ing the file on prisoners of 
war (PoWs) from their 
1980-1988 war; an Iraqi 
newspaper said Sunday. 
The weekly Al Mussawer 
Al Arabi said a joint com- 
mission on PoWs decided 
on the date, but there was 

nn immediate co nfirmati on 
from the Baghdad office of 
the International Commit- 


tee of the Red Cross. 


47,000 bottles, of alcohol 
destroyed in UAE 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The Arabian desert was 
soaked with alcohol as 
bulldozers crushed 47,000 
botdes and buried them in a 
crackdown on illegal liquor 
trade in the United Arab 
Emirates _(t)A£),'. 1 newsroa- 
pers reported Sunday. The 

12.000 bottles ofbeCT atifl 

35.000 bottles of whisky, 
wine and other liquors 
were embedded under the 
sand on Saturday in Shar- 
jah, the third biggest emi- 
rate in tire oil-rich UAE 
They were seized in a 
string of police raids on 
shops and houses over the 
past year as part of a clam* 
pdown on ille gal liquor 
trade following Sharjah's 
decision in die late 1980s 
to ban alcohol. 
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Kuwait mvasion remains obstacle to Arab summit — GCC 


DUBAI (AFP) — The rift caused by 
Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait still 
poses an obstacle to the holding of a 
successful Arab summit, the secretary 
general of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) said Sunday. 

“We must not forget tha*t the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait aroused bitterness, 
anger, hatred and a lack of confidence 
in the Iraqi regime,” Jamil Al Hujeilan 
said in an interview with the Arabic 
daily Al HayaL 

‘For a foil Arab summit to achieve 


its objectives, we must work to elimi- 
nate die after effects” of the invasion, 
said the head of the GCC, which 
groups Saudi Arabia with Bahrain, 
Kuwait. Oman, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). 

“I don’t think there are differences 
between the GCC countries over their 
relations with Iraq,” which has been 
under U.N. economic sanctions since 
the invasion, he said. 

“But that does not prevent certain 
member states from expressing their 


sympathy for the Iraqi people [under 
sanctions] or from hosting Iraqi gov- 
ernment delegations,” said Mr. 
Hujeilan. 

The UAE, Qatar and O man support 
moves towards a normalisation with 
Iraq, while Kuwait is firmly opposed. 

Iraq was excluded from the last Arab 
summit, held in Cairo in June 19 96. 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 
said at the time that Iraq was not invit- 
ed because of “sensitivities'* left over 
from the invasion. 
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| JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
[ PROGRAMME TWO 
j 15:10 Cartoon — The New Fred 
, and Bamej- Show 
i 15-30 Drama — Raider of the 
, South Pacific 

; 16:00 J3rama— Neighbours 

! 16 JO ......Doc. — Last Frontiers 

; 17:00 French Programme — 
Thalassa 

1 1&00 Acapulco Bay 

j 19KX) Le Journal 

. 19:15 French Programme 

'19-JO News headlines 

i 15k35 Comedy — Hope and 
j Gloria 

. 20:00 Doc. — Perspective 

! 21:10 Marker — “Snow Ball's In 
| Hawaii” 

22.-00 .News in English 

1 22 JO Law- and Order — “Sec- 
i ond Openion” 

23:10 Bay Watch Nights — 
j ‘Takeover” 

1 23 J9 End of TX 

! PRAYER TIMES 

j 

! 04:17,- -ftjr 

I (15:43 i Sunrise) Duha 

: 1232 - Dhuhr 

i 16: 12„ >Asr 

! 19.-2Z Maghreb 

j 20-.48 ,Isha 

j CHURCHES 

! SL Mary of Nazareth Church 



Aviv (arriving at i 


Sweifieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
Terra Sanaa Church TeL 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/462481 1. 

Si. AfrenT Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 77 1 751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. S65897 

German-sp eaking Evangelical 
Congregation TeL 56S8404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel 811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 566 1 757 
Church of the Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fiehTel. 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian CathoDc Church 


771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 775261 


Dr. Mazen Nhali 
Dr. FayezDabbas 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 

mem of Meteorology 

Hot and dry weather conditions 

will prevail, temperatures rising 
further with clouds appearing at 
different aj thuds, and winds 
southeasterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
it will be hot, winds northerly 
moderate, and .seas calm. 


Mio/Max. temp. 

Amman. 1 6/35 

Aqaba. 24/39 

Deserts. 15/37 


Dn FakherBilhds — 

Firas pharmacy 

Feniows pharmacy . — 
Al Asema pharmaty .... 
Nairoukh pharmacy .... 

Al Salam pharrrocy ..~ 
Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmeisani pharmacy _. 

Najib pharmacy 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu ._ 
Al Quds jrfiarmaey — 
ZARQA: 

De Mazen SaffarinJ 
Khalifeh pharmac)' 


— 5350435 

— 759155 

—5522233 

--S66I912 

....77S336 

..4637055 

.4623672 

.4636730 

.4644945 

-.4637660 

-.847632 


\Mkt & Sewerage Cbmpfcsncs -897467 
Amman Municipalitv Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 
assistance^ 121 


Italian. Al-Muhajreen ...777101/3 
AJ- 

Bashir. 775113/26 

Army. Marka S9I61 1/15 


22:15 Tel 
QAIAJ (RW) 

23:25 Aqaba (arriving at Marka ; 
Airport; (RW) 


ARRIVALS 



DEPARTURES 


2181484 
i—) 


...985832 

-935417 


Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623 101 

Abdali TeL Repairs 5661 101 

Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co -.463638 1 

RJ Right Informarion....44-53200 
Queen Alia Irak Airport ....44-53200 


Queen Alia Hospital ..3602240/50 

Amal Hospital 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. HospilaL (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 


HOSPITALS 


EMERGENCIES 


Jordan Valley -21/41 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 33, Aqaba 37 Humidity 
readings: Amman 14 per cent. 
Aqaba 23 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. • Khalil Aba Maijoub -.779797 


Food Control Centre. .46371 1 1 

Gvfl Deforce Department 
— 5661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

_...4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. — 199 
Rescue Fbfice 192.4(521111.4637777 

Fire Brigatte.... 4617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police -....-...843402 

Traffic Police 896390 


AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and SpeiiJ 
Surgery 5921199 


(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital— ..(09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
...(oovoonoo 

ERBID: 

Princess 

Basina Hospital 
...._ (02)275555 

Greek 

Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al 

Nafees Hospital 
— .(02)247100 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:15 -Sanaa (RJ) 

08:40 Brussels (add) (RJ) 

09J0 Jeddah (RJ) 

0930 Damascus (RJ) 

10:15 New Delhi (RJ) 

1035 — Beirut (RJ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
06:45 Beirut (RJ) 
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1030 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

17:05 Cairo (RJ) 

17 JO London (RJ) 

17:45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

19 JO Bangkok (RJ) 

19:40 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 
03 JO Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 


12:00 — Frankfurt, London (RJ) 
12:20 Amsterdam, Chicago (Rl) ' 

12:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

13:15 
21:15. 
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-Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 1 1 1 d v*:.Tocs. ;KV.T*dmn 


21-^0 
21:45 

22:15 Dubai Muscat (RJ) 


— Damascus (RJ) 
.Abu Dhabi (BJ) 1 


Ihe Islamic. Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Game TeL 836813, 
856856 

Luznrib 4630195 


AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital (03)3 141 i I 


Other Flights 
10J0 


Other Flights 
06:15 Istanbul (TK) i 

06 J5 Xarnaca (CY)| 

07 JO Paris (Af) 

08:20 London (AF) : 


Public Security Dept — .4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints --566! 176 


Khalidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

Aldleh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman. >1636 140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 560707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 5669131 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muas her Hospital _5667227/9 
AI-Ahli, Abdali 5664164/6 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian {RJl information 
department a the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport Tel. (44)33200-5. 
when it should always be verified, 
information on other flights can be 
supplied on phone 44 (52700), 


14:10 

15:05 

15:40 

15:45 

19:05 

19:45 

22:15 

22:25 


-Cairo (MS) 


— Bahrain (GF) 

Vienna (OS) 

DohafQR) 

— -Khartoum (SD) 

— — Frankfurt (LH) 

— Dubai (EK) 

— — -Istanbul (SD) 

..Tel Aviv iLY) 

-3-A5 ^Athens. Beirut (OA) 

01 JO Amsterdam, Damascus tEK) 


08t45 
11J0 
15riW 
15 JO 
16 JO _ 
16:45 
20-^5 _ 

23:10 

23:15 


-Beirut (ME) 


:Cairo (MS) 1 



. -Bahrain (GF) 

Vienna (OS) 

-Doha (QR) 
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Royal Wings (RW) 

10 JO Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Marka Airport) 
(RW) 


..Amsterdam (KL); ,v 
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08:00 A^ba (&om Marka AiiporO ; 

(RW) 

20-45 Tel Aviv (from QAIA) (RW), . 

21J0 -Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW) 1 $ 
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Jordanian- 
German 
business 
day opens 
tomorrow 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
(ACT) and the Association of 
German Chambers of Indus- 
try and Commerce System 
Abroad (DIHT), in coopera- 
tion with the German 
embassy and the Investment 
Promotion Corporation, will 

bold a Joidanian-German 
business promotion day for 
Sabah-based local industrial- 
ists on Tuesday. 

The ACI recently rnarfe 
business networking and pro- 
vision of information on Jor- 
danian industries a priority 
after Jordan signed a partner- 
ship deal with the European 
Union (EU) in Novembet 
The Kingdom is working 
on entering into die Geneva- 
based World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO) later this yean 
The event, to be held in 
Sahab at the Jordan Industrial 
Estates Corporation, falls 
within die framework of 
encouraging the development 
of business opportunities 
between German and Jordan- 
ian industrialists by showing 
the “depth” of cooperation 
and coordination between the 
chamber and DIHT an AQ 
statement said. 

The promefli on -oriented 

event will include the exper- 
tise of Matthias Ohnern idler 
and \fon Oppenkobsky from 
the Commercial Department 
of the German embassy and 
Hehnuth Bemdt from the 
GTZ project for standardise 
tm 

These' experts win offer 
consultation on export invest- 
ment, business cooperation 
and European customs, stan- 
dards and norms, as well as 
npMng^ents, said Marita, 

AfljOHfePvr. j 7*. ( • i 
The AQ ana DIHT have a' 
partnership agreement. 
Among die two organisa- 
tions’ most recent joint pro- 
jects were structuring die 
ACTs databank, which is 
described as having 
unmatched pioneering “depth 
of detain in comparison to 
other DIHT members and has 
been on-line since March. 

The AQ Website has 
become a Focal Point for the 
National Databank of Local 
Industries, which is fed infor- 
mation through the Industrial 
Commitiee of die National. 
Information Centre. 

There are currently 73 
DIHT chambers of com- 
merce and industry in 80 
countries around the globe. 



Minister of Water and Irrigation M anther Haddadin and the general manager of the 
Hussein Attieh Contracting Company sign the contract Sunday (Petra photo) 

JVA awards JD1.6m Dead Sea 
hotel water supply contract 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jcotian 
Wiley Authority (JVA) Sun- 
day awarded a local firm a. 
JDI.6 million comraa to sup- 
ply water to the hotels being 
built on the eastern shore of the 
Dead Sea. 

According to Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Munther 
Haddadin, who signed the deal 
with the general manager of 
the Hussein Attieh Contracting 
Company, the project e ntails 
laying a 19.4-kilometre water 
pipeline within 300 days from 
the Kafrein region to the 


hotels. 

Dr. Haddadin said the pro- 
ject is one of a series of plans, 
including other infrastructure 
services such as electricity, 
telephones and roads, to devel- 
op the eastern shore of the 
Dead Sea. 

The contract stipulates that 
the pipeline draw water from 
three artesian wells with a 
combined capacity of 200 
cubic metres an hour that have 
been drilled at Kafrein, he said. 

Four hotels are being con- 
structed at the Dead Sea bv 


Jordanian and foreign 
investors, including the Amer- 
ican Marriott chain the French 
group ACCOR, the Hyatt 
hotel chain and a German 
company. Their total invest- 
ment could reach S280 mil- 
lion. 

The construction of the four 
hotels, part of an ambitious 
plan to build 8,000 rooms 
along the Dead Sea by the year 
2010. will add 1 .600 rooms to 
the 100 available at the Dead 
Sea Spa HoteL Jordan's only 
hotel in the area. 


Government investigations into 
recent spate of crimes continuing 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The government 
on Sunday said it was investi- 
gating a spate of recent crimes 
and bombings alien to a coun- 
try has always prided itself with 
security in a volatile region. 

■‘ li1 'Minikert^ ^Interior <Naihir 
'Rashid declined tri confirm' 'or 
ri defry n 1tii6!dia Tah$-*apposition 
reports that several 1 suspects 
were arrested following last 
week’s attacks against former 
security officials, the bead of 
the Royal Medical Services, 
the headquarters of the High- 
way Patrol and a four-star 
hotel 

“Security authorities are con- 
tinuing their investigations and 
are carrying out their duties to 
uncover those behind these 
acts,” he told the Jordan Times 
yesterday. 

The minister declined to 
comment on a report from the 
Lebanese capital Beirut on 
Sunday in which a previously 
unknown group claimed 
responsibility for the car bomb- 
ing at A1 Quds International 
Hotel on Thursday. 


Agenoe France Presse (AFP) 
said the Abu Thar A3 Ghafaiy 
Group foxed a statement to the 
agency office in Beirut claim- 
ing responsibility for the explo- 
sion. No one was killed or 
injured. 

The statement said the explo- 
sion occurred before “the ede- 
ibradon -diac* was conducted -by 
the embassy , of the enemy 
ifpstabl] •fo^lkriiman’Jr.tioijcoDi- 
memorate the 50th anniversary 
of the creation of the Jewish 
state. 

The daily A1 Arab Al Yawm 
said in a report yesterday that 
the house of the director of the 
Royal Medical Services Major 
General Yousef Qasous, was 
sprayed by bullets, but no one 
was injured. 

It also said molotov cocktail 
bombs were thrown at a few 
police cars earlier last week. 

A car belonging to former 
herd of the General Intelli- 
gence Department, Moham- 
mad Rasoul Kilani, was set on 
fire Tuesday. No one was 
injured. 

Police on Saturday said a 
total of 46,713 crimes were 
recorded last year, an increase 


of 1.9 per cent over 1996. but 
insisted that Jordan remained 
free of organised crime. 

"The crime rate in Jordan is 
low compared with other Arab 
countries," said Lx. Col Ahmad 
Qudah from the Public Securi- 
ty Department. 

Ll Col. Qudah said homi- 
-cides- comprised., the lowest > 
number, of crimes and misde- 
meanours resulting from.quar- . 
rels were the most commonly 
reported offences. He said pre- 
meditated murders were 
decreasing. 

He said crimes that were 
“alien to the traditions and cus- 
toms of Jordanian society are 
minimal” an apparent refer- 
ence to last January’s fatal stab- 
bing of a senior Iraqi diplomat 
and several others, including a 
prominent businessmen. The 
assailants remain at large. 

Another crime that shook 
Jordan was April's fatal shoot- 
ing of top lawyer Hana Nad- 
deh, his son Suheil and promi- 
nent psychiatrist, Awni Sa'ad 
The force were found dead at 
Dr. Sa'ad's clinic in Amman 
and assailants also remain at 
latge. 


Israeli airspace open again to RJ 
following one-day wildcat strike 


By .Amy Henderson 

Special so The Jortfun Times 

AMMAN — A Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) official yes- 
terday said Israel had reopened 
its airspace to international 
flights early Sunday morning 
after it closed its national air- 
space unexpectedly on Satur- 
day. 

Captain Josser Ziyad. head 
of the CAA, told the Jordan 
Times that Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) flights. * temporarily 
diverted to Syrian airspace, 
had. for cite time being, 
resumed their normal course 


of flight over Israeli airspace 
yesterday morning. But a 
strike by Israeli ajr controllers 
may again disrupt the flights 
next Saturday. 

Caps. Ziyad said RJ flights 
destined for Europe and North 
.America had been diverted 
due to a strike by Israeli air 
controllers, which took the 
Israeli Airport Authority by 
surprise on the Jewish Sab- 
bath. Yesterday. RJ officials 
said Israeli authorities had not 
given them a reason for divert- 
ing the flights. 

According to Israeli 
Embassy spokesperson Ro’ey 


Gilad. air controllers went on 
strike to protest regulations 
issued nearly one month ago 
by the Lsraeli Airport Authority 
that included new regulations 
on working hours and shifts on 
the Sabbath. 

The Israeli airports authority 
spokesperson Pin Schiff was 
quoted by AP \ esterdav as say- 
ing that the controllers held the 
wildcat sirike in violation of an 
agreement with the authority. 
'“The controllers weren’t 
happy with the new statutes 
and decided to go on strike 
without telling anyone," he 
said. Mr. Gilad that he 


wa> still unaware of their par- 
ticular grievances with the new 
regulations, but said the airport 
authority is now considering 
disciplinary action against the 
controllers' 

“Royal Jordanian is not the 
only airline that has suffered 
from this strike,” he said.” All 
Israeli and international flights 
have been affected by this." 

Both Cape Ziy ad' and Mr. 
Gilad said they hoped the air- 
port authority and controllers 
would have the issue resolved 
by next Saturday, when flights 
will have to be again diverted 
if the strike resumes. 


PSD to 
mark Traffic 
Day with 
ceremony 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) today is holding a cer- 
emony at the Royal Cultural 
Centre in Amman to mark 
Traffic Day and Arab Traffic 
Week, according to a PSD 
official.^. 

Major General Abdul 
Raouf Hussein, assistant 
PSD director for traffic 
affairs, said the ceremony, to 
be held under the patronage 
of Minister of Interior Nathir 
Rashid, is designed to focus 
attention on the increasing 
number of road accidents in 
the Kinedom. 

In 1967, the United 
Nations called on the coun- 
tries of the world to observe 
May 4 each year as a world 
traffic day to draw attention 
to the carnage on the roads 
and to raise public aware- 
ness on the danger of acci- 
dents. Maj. Gen. Hussein 
said. :■ • " 

The observance of Traffic 
Day as'well as Arab Traffic. 
Week is aimed at focusing 
attention on the magnitude 
of this problem and drawing 
attention to the huge human 
and material losses that the 
Kingdom is incurring each 
year, he added. 

Referring to accidents in 
Jordan. Maj. Gen. Hussein 
noted that in 1993. 24.799 
accidents killed 440 people 
and injured 11,754; in 1994. 
26.837 accidents caused the 
death of 443 persons and the 
injury of 12,516 others; and 
in 3995. 28.970 accidents 
killed 469 persons and 
injured 13.184. 

Last year, there were 
39.005 accidents, causing 
the death of 577 persons and 
the injury of 16.259 others. 


Awqaf minister briefs Iranian 
cleric on shrine renovations 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Abdul Sahm Abbadi on Sun- 
day said the ministry was 
planning to build a "charitable 
business centre" in the centre 
of Amman as pan of its pro- 
jects to raise fonds for charity. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
Ay aiolLh Jaafer Subhaini. vis- 
iting director of the Imam 
Sadeq religious institution in 
the Iranian city of Qom. Dr. 
Abbadi outlined the ministry's 
investment plans and its role 
in collecting zakat (aims for 
the poor i and training mosque 
preachers. 

Dr. Abbadi also reviewed 
Jordan's endeavours to restore 
and refurbish the Dome of the 


Rock and Al Aqsa Mosque in 
Jerusalem. He noted that the 
1994 restoration campaign 
was the third such Hashemite 
project, following previous 
renovations in 1924 and 1964. 

The minister briefed Ayatol- 
lah Subhaini on the current 
restoration of Islamic shrines 
and foe tombs of foe Prophet 
Mohammad's companions 
buried in Jordan, including 
Abi Obeidah Amer Ben AJ 
Jonah, who is buried in the 
Jordan Valley. 

The cost of restoring that 
shrine alone is expected to 
reach JD4 million because it 
will be adjoined to a complex 
that includes a library and a 
Koran teachine school, amone 


other facilities, and will be sur- 
rounded by a public garden. 

Referring to the manage- 
ment of holy shrines in occu- 
pied Jerusalem. Dr. Abbadi 
said the task is entrusted to the 
Ministry' of Aw qaf and Islam- 
ic .Affairs. 

The minister spoke in detail 
on foe role of foe Jordanian 
Hashemite Charity Organisa- 
tion, which he said has been 
providing relief aid to areas in 
Islamic countries exposed to 
natural disasters. 

The Iranian cleric later 
called at foe King Abdullah 
the Martyr Mosque and 
inspected foe museum, which 
displays artefacts from differ- 
ent Islamic eras. 


Majali asks labour ministry to determine 
number of unemployed, guest workers 


AMMAN - tJ.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
on Sunday requested that the 
Ministry of Labour conduct 
an in-depth study and all nec- 
essary surveys to identify’ foe 
actual number of unem- 
ployed Jordanians as well as 
guest workers in the King- 
dom. 

Speaking during a meeting 
with Minister of Labour 
Mohammad Farhan, Secre- 
tary General Saleh Tarawneh 
and the mini>(jy‘s planning 
committee. Dr. Majali said 
the studies are needed to help 
the government make deci- 
sions concerning the problem 
of unemployment 

Dr. Majali also called for 
coordination of efforts 
between the concerned gov- 
ernment departments and 
employers and workers to 
help find the best w ay to deal 
with foe unemployment ques- 
tion. 

He emphasised foe need for 


the Ministry of Labour to 
cooperate with foe ministerial 
committee entrusted with 
organising foe labour market 
The prime minister also urged 
foe ministry to give due atten- 
tion to training programmes 
with foe goal of raising foe 
efficiency and productivity of 
Jordanian workers to enable 
them to meet the demands of 
economic and social changes, 
both regional and 
international. 

Dr. Majali urged Jordanian 
youth searching for jobs to 
accept the available employ- 
ment opportunities, which he 
said are esumaied to be in foe 
teas of thousands. Jordanian 
youth should transcend the 
"culture of shame" in their 
quest for jobs, he added 

The prime minister said foe 
youth, including college 
graduates, should take advan- 
tage of loans provided by foe 
country's different funds to 
stan small and medium size 


projects to earn a living. 

Dr. Majali took part in a 
general discussion by com- 
mittee members about unem- 
• ptoymenL and .listened, to .foe 
views of the directors of foe 
■ministry's departments. / 

Last w eek, the prime minis- 
ter gave permission for a 
national conference to be held 
in August on the problem of 
unemployment in Jordan. 

The conference was 
approved after he received a 
proposal to this effect from 
Minister of Administrative 
Development Bassam 
Emoush. 

Both foe private and public 
sectors will be represented at 
the meeting, during which 
several working papers are to 
be reviewed 

Government sources have 
estimated that there are at 
least 100,000 unemployed 
Jordanians at present, while 
600,000 non -Jordanians are 
working in the country. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Princess Sarvatb arrives in Qatar for visit 

DOHA (Petra) — HRH Princess Sarvath, accompanied by 
HRH Princess Rahmeta, Sunday began a three-day visit to 
Qatar upon the invitation of Sheikhah Mozeb. Princess 
Sarvath will visit a number of Qatari educational centres, 
institutions, and universities, as well as centres for educat- 
ing. persons with special needs. She wall also discuss 
scopes of cooperation in educational fields with the Qatari 
minister of education. Princess Sarvath and her accompa- 
nying delegation were received upon arrival at Doha air- 
port by foe wives of the Qatari prime minister and foreign 
minister as well as other personalities in Qatar. 

Heat wave to hit Kingdom 

AMMAN (Petra) — A heat wave will affect the Kingdom 
over the next few days, with temperatures above the sea- 
,sonaI average by nine-11 degrees, according to foe Meteo- 
rology Department. They added that winds will be south- 
easterly moderate to active. 


what’s going on 


FILMS 

* Two films entitled "The 
Last Empire" and “Famous 
^"■at foe. British Council, 
Jabal Amman on Tuesday, May 
5, 31 7:00 pun. and Wednesday, 
May 6;at 6.00 pun. respecrive- 

k 

*“Le Savage”al the French 
Gitanal Centre. ^ Jabal Amman 
1*630. pm and 830 p.m. 
LECTURES 

^Political Life and foe Chal- 
oges of Building Parties m 
■ton" (m Arabic) by Secre- 
General of foe National 
Ktitational -Party Abdul 
Radi Majali m Abdul H&roeed 
'Shaman foundation, Jabal 
at 630 pjn. 


* Poems About Animals” by 
Dc Nicholas Linfiekl at ' the 
British Council, Jabal Amman 
at5dX)pjn 

* “USAID’s Expanded Role 
and New Opportunities" by 
Brian Atwood from USAID ar 
the Le Meridien Hotel (former 
Forte Grand) on Tuesday, May 
5, at 2:30 pm. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works fry Muhammad Al 
‘ Amiri at the Jordan Writers 
Association bufirfing, Jabal 
W&bdeh (TfeL 4621724), until 
May8.- 

* Works by Ecuadorian artist 
Otaoedo Qulmfcnta sr Institute 
Cervantes, Jabal Amman, until 
May 12; ■ 


Growing scepticism among journalists over new press law 


By AfiaShakri Hamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Journalists on 
Sunday observed International 
Press Day as scepticism grows 
over the extent of freedom the 
government and Parliament 
will grant them under a new 
press law. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
last month asked the govern- 
ment to present a new law to 
replace the tough press revi- 
sions Thai were introduced in 
May but overturned by the 


High Court in January. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Abdullah Ensour told editorial 
writers recently that foe gov- 
ernment will introduce a bal- 
anced law that guarantees free- 
dom of expression while 
guarding national interests and 
preventing offences and the 
spread of false information. 

While most journalists fear 
foe new law will limit freedom 
of expression, some blamed 
their own publishers for failing 
to improve their editorial oper- 
ation and raise the standard of 


the profession. 

Journalists are in a "continu- 
ous struggle for press free- 
dom,” the publisher of the out- 
spoken Al Mifoaq weekly, 
Nahed Hattar, said 
He told the Jordan Tunes 
that he believed the tug of war 
between the press and the gov- 
ernment was resulting in a 
continuous state of confusion. 

‘The government wants to 
maintain control of foe press, 
[but] since it cannot resort to 
martial law, it uses a constitu- 
tional tool to restrict press free- 


dom.” Mr. Hanar said. 

"The media meanwhile is 
weak and fearful foam die 
imposed laws. They should 
fight for their freedom." he 
ari.'Wi 

He expected that foe new- 
draft law to be a copy of foe 
law that the High Court reject- 
ed as being unconstitutional 
and that the ceiling of freedom 
will remain low because the 
new one will not allow all 
those "yearning for freedom of 
expression to practice il." 

Fated FaneL Jordan's lead- 


Relatives leave for Kuwait to visit Jordanian detainees 


(Continued from page 1) 

Jordanians to meet with relatives detained 
in Kuwait," added Mn Qassis, assistant to 
the head of foe ICRC delegation for infor- 
mation. 

The Geneva-based world organisation 
will cover all travel and accommodation 
expenses. 

Previous visits took place in June and 
September 1995, and in January 1997. 

Press reports earlier this month said that 
a group of 41 Jordanians were to visit 25 
imprisoned relatives in foe fourth trip. 

However; Me Qassis explained that both 
foe number of visitors and prisoners to be 
visited decreased because “Some of the 
detainees were released." 

He was referring to an Apr. 27 decision 
by Kuwait's emir. Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad 
Al Sabah, to grant a special pardon to 13 
Jordanian prisoners, on foe occasion of the 
Islamic holiday of the Hijri new year. 

A first group of 10 Jordanian prisoners 
was released last February. 

News reports from Kuwait City last 


week quoted Kuwaiti Interior Minister 
Sheikh Mohammad Kbaied Al Sabah as 
saying foal an additional 25 Jordanians 
held at the Talha deportation centre would 
be expelled and sent back home on a col- 
lective passport. 

But the reports did not say when the 
detainees would be repatriated or for bow 
long they have been held at the controver- 
sial deportation centre — a thorn in 
Kuwait's ties with international human 
rights groups. 

Talha station, south of Kuwait City, has 
recently been at the centre of a heated 
debate, with human rights oiganisarions 
urgjng foe Kuwaiti government to close 
the facility because of alleged human 
rights violations and the centre's inadequa- 
cy to accommodate foe over 400 prisoners 
currently held there. 

Kuwait responded by saying that it could 
not close the station, because many of the 
prisoners held there, mainly Iraqis, either 
do not want 10 go home, have nowhere to 
go, or must pay overdue residency fees. 

Newspapers reported last month that 


some inmates at Talha had slashed their 
wrists in protest against alleged abuse and 
illegal detention. 

Jordanian and ICRC officials could not 
confirm whether two Jordanians involved 
in the suicide attempt were included in foe 
group of prisoners to be expelled. 

Relations between Jordan and Kuwait 
soured during the Gulf war. The emirate 
downgraded its diplomatic representation 
in Amman to the level of charge d'affaires. 
whQe the Jordanian mission in Kuwait has 
remained dosed since 1990. 

Over 250.000 Jordanians, many of 
Palestinian origin, were forced to flee 
Kuwait because of foe crisis. 

However, trilateral ties have improved 
over the last several months, with foe for- 
eign ministries of both countries announc- 
ing plans to restore full diplomatic rela- 
tions in June 1997. Royal Jordanian and 
Kuwaiti Airways also resumed flighis to 
each other’s capitals after a seven-year sus- 
pension. 


ing columnist and a strong 
defender of freedom of expres- 
sion, also expressed fear that 
the new draft law might 
impose even further "uncalled 
for" restrictions. 

In his column in Al Ra.’i yes- 
terday, Mr. Fanek said foe law 
must include professional and 
advanced journalism codes 
that lift foe ceiling of freedom 
and give the final authority to 
foe courts, and not foe govern- 
ment, to punish offenders. 

'The new law will be a turn- 
ing point in Jordan's history. It 
will either advance democracy 
or retreat it to a point that will 
eventually lead to our loss," he 
wrote. 

He, as well as other journal- 
ists. however defended the 
level of freedom of expression 
in Jordan as being far better 
than in many neighbouring 
countries. 

The president of foe Jordan- 
ian Press .Association (JPA), 
Serf Sharif, told the Jordan 
Times yesterday that though 
last year witnessed a setback 
for freedom of expression, it 
provided journalists with a les- 
son. 

He said both journalists and 
the government should learn 
from their past mistakes, espe- 
cially last year's experience 
when foe government felt it 
had to introduce a temporary 
law because of inaccurate 
media practice. 

He said he was optimistic 
with the government’s intent 
to follow the proper channels 
to introduce a far better law 


that will grant journalists more 
freedom. 

On the occasion of 
International Press Day, the 
New York-based Committee 
to Protect Journalists iCPJ) 
issued a list last week of 10 
world leaders that it labelled as 
the “enemies of the press.” 

Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali was placed on foe list. 

Tbe CPJ statement said: "In 
a little more than a year in 
office, Majali has mounted a 
harsh offensive against Jor- 
dan's outspoken independent 
press, known for its aggressive 
coverage of the Israel- Jordan 
peace treaty.” 

Govemmenr officials were 
not immediately available for 
comment on foe statement 
issued by the CPJ. 

Also on foe occasion, the 
Jordan Society' for Human 
Rights fJSHR) said freedom of 
the press and foe right of citi- 
zens to have access to infor- 
mation deteriorated last year 

In a statement, the JSHR 
urged the government to con- 
sult with journalists and Parlia- 
ment before finalising foe new 
law and called on it to honour 
those international human 
rights accords which Jordan 
hi signed 

“In monitoring the exercises 
of press freedoms in the past 
year, foe JSHR regrettably did 
not find any bright aspects that 
deserve praise,” the statement 
said, adding that it viewed last 
year as “a black year for free- 
dom of the press and expres- 
sion in Jordan” 
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Afghan peace talks collapse over 



t, 


lifting of Taleban food blockade 


ISLAMABAD l AFP) — 
Peace talks between the 
warring Afghan factions 
collapsed Sunday amid a 
deadlock over lifting a 
Taleban siege of central 
Hazarajat to allow food 
convoys through, officials 
said. 

A United Nations 
spokesman announced an 
“indefinite'’ suspension of 
the talks after the two sides 
failed to resume negotia- 
tions jwhen the hardline 
Taleban militia's main del- 
egation did not return from 
a two-day break. 

A new date for further 
talks will be fixed after 
consultations between thfe 
Taleban Islamic militia 
and rival northern alliance 
delegations. James Ngobi 
head of the United Nations 
Special Mission for 
Afghanistan said. 

Ngobi added the changes 
made by the Taleban in the 
composition of their dele- 
gation were "not accept- 
able" to their opponents, 
but urged both sides to 
stick to a moratorium 
against offensives agreed 
at the beginning of the 
talks. 

But the development cast 
serious doubts over the 
progress made, including 
the setting up of a 40- 
member peace commis- 
sion of Islamic scholars 
which both sides agreed 
last week would hammer 
out the major issues 


towards a peace accord. 

Both sides blamed each 
other for the breakdown of 
the talks launched on April 
26 under the aegis of the 
U.N. and the 54-nation 
Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference, fol- 
lowing a high profile U.S. 
diplomatic initiative. 

The Taleban said they 
had made major conces- 
sions in the formation of 
the commission or ulema, 
and aqcused the opposition 
of wanting to discuss 
issues such as the blockade 
that it had been agreed 
would; be left for later. 


Log and danger of looting 
and other risks. 

The Taleban has refused 
to lift the blockade despite 
reports from the World 
Food Programme that tens 
of thousands could face 
starvation fearing the aid 
could find its way into the 
hands of opposition fight- 
ers. 

The main five-member 
Taleban delegation, led by 
Wakil Ahmad MutawakiL 
returned to Afghanistan 
Thursday for consultations 
witb their leadership 
before discussing the 
blockade, a ceasefire and 


The * northern alliance 


said the Taleban had bro- 
ken pledges by downgrad- 
ing their representation to 
the Islamabad talks. 

Althbugh both sides 
stressed their commitment 
to peace, observers said 
the stalemate presaged a 
new surge in fighting in 
Afghanistan, plagued by 
18 years of war that have 
left tens of thousands 
dead. • 

Hazarajat is home to 
some 1 1.2 million people 
living in mountain-cling- 
ing villages and has been 
isolated to the south, west 
and east by a blockade 
imposed by the Taleban 
last year. 

The route from the north, 
which is controlled by 
anti-Taleban forces, has 
been unsafe for food con- 
voys due to factional fight- 


priioner releases. 

Bjut they failed to return, 
appointing a delegation led 
ambassador to 


by | the 
Islamabad instead, 
iree hours of 


intense 
diplomatic efforts, involv- 
ing! Iranian Ambassador 
Mefadi Akbunzadeb and 
Pakistan, to restart the 
talks foundered, sources 
said. A diplomat from the 
U.S. embassy was also 
present inside. 

"We are here at the table 
but| they have violated 
their pledge by not return- 
ing;" opposition 

spokesman Rasul Talib 
said, as the rivals emerged 
from the conference hall. 

“Jf they do not accept 
one part of the agreed 
agenda it means the whole 
package has collapsed." 
Mr. Talib said, when asked 
about the fate of the 40- 


man ulema commission. 

He said the northern 
alliance wanted to keep the 
“guns silent" but it would 
“depend on the Taleban." 

But Taleban spokesman, 
Abdul Hakim Mujahid. 
countered that the opposi- 
tion bad wanted to take up 
issues which were to be 
left to the commission. 

He accused the militia's 
adversaries of derailing the 
negotiations, claiming his 
side made a lot of conces- 
sions over the composition 
of the ulema commission. 

Mr. Mujahid. Taleban 
ambassador to Pakistan, 
said he and his two 
embassy officials had 
come to resume the talks 
with "full authority” from 
the leadership. 

He said the Islamic 
Emirate of Taleban. which 
controls SO per cent of 
Afghanistan. did not 
believe in a "military solu- 
tion.” but the opposition 
was erecting ‘‘hurdles” in 
the way of peace. 

Mr. Mujahid said the 
Taleban had proposed the 
Islamabad negotiations, 
which were held within the 
framework of a joint steer- 
ing committee, be resumed 
in the militia-held eastern 
Afghan city of Jalalabad or 
In the Pakistani capital 
Wednesday. 

But the opposition 
spokesman said their dele- 
gation would be leaving 
for home Monday. 


Hunt continues for 


kidnapped Yeltsin envoy 


GROZNY. Russia (AFP) 
— Security forces were 
hunting Sunday for a "per- 
fect Russian-speaking” 
gang who seized President 
Boris Yeltsin’s envoy to 
Chechenya, while the 
Chechen government 
offered a Si 00.000 reward 
for information leading to 
the official's release. 

The abductors of 
Vladimir Vlasov, the high- 
est-level Russian yet to be 
kidnapped in the northern 
Caucasus, were "a highly 
professional group of ter- 
rorists.” Chechen Deputy 
Stare Attorney Magomed 
Magomadov was quoted by 
ITAR-TASS as saying. 

He told AFP that Mr. 
Vlasov's driver and body- 
guard, themselves under 
arrest on suspicion of com- 
plicity. had said "the attack- 
ers spoke perfect Russian, 
without Caucasian accents 
and had an athletic build.” 

The hostage. Mr. 
Yeltsin's official represen- 
tative to Chechenya, could 
now be captive anywhere 
in Chechenya or elsewhere 
in southern Russia, officials 
said. 

Mr. Magomadov con- 
firmed that Mr. Vlasov was 
pulled from his car early 
Friday by five armed men 
in military fatigues on the 
Chechen side of the border 
with another southern 
Russian ethnic minority. 
Ingushetia, and not on the 
Ingushetian side as earlier 
reported. 

Two days after his abduc- 
tion as he was driving to 
the airport at Nazran, the 
Ingusbetian capital, the 
authorities still had no idea 
of Mr. Vlasov’s fate. 

Chechen President Aslan 
Maskhadov appealed on 
television Saturday evening 
to all Chechens to assist in 
finding and releasing Mr. 


Vlasov. 

But Ivan Rybkin, 

Russia's government offi- 
cial dealing with 

Chechenya affairs, criti- 
cised the S 100,000 reward 
offered by Mr. Maskhadov 
for information leading to 
Mr. Vlasov’s release, say- 
ing Moscow would not pay 
a ransom. 

Mr. Vlasov is the first 
senior Russian official 

seized in Russia's unruly 
northern Caucasus region 
since the end of a bitter 21- 
month war which resulted 
in de facto independence 
for Chechenya. 

Chechenya and other 
southern Russian republics 
have been plagued by a 
wave of hostage-takings 
since a ceasefire ended the 
Chechen war with Russian 
troops in August 1996 but 
froze the question of 
Grozny's final political sta- 
tus for five years. 

Mr. Magomadov said Mr. 
Vlasov's bodyguard and 
driver had been formally 
placed under arrest 
Saturday. He said the dri- 
ver. Sultan Satuyev. was 
suspected of complicity in 
the kidnapping, while the 
unnamed bodyguard was 
being probed for his failure 
to offer resistance. Interfax 
said. 

Mr. Magomadov accused 
Mr. Vlasov of failing to 
take adequate security mea- 
sures and ignoring repeated 
warnings about his safety. 

“Vlasov himself also 
showed criminal negli- 
gence. travelling along a 
very dangerous route where 
people are periodically 
abducted, accompanied by 
only one bodyguard," he 
said. 

Mr. Rybkin said on 
returning to Moscow after 
being sent by Mr. Yeltsin 
Friday for urgent talks with 


senior Chechen officials 
that Russia would not meet 
.any ransom demand issued 
by the kidnappers. 

He told Russian televi- 
sion station ORT that hand- 
ing money over “would be 
completely obscene". 

Mr. Rybkin said the 
$100,000 reward was too 
much. “Against bandits 
you have to act within the 
law and international law.” 
he said. 

Mr. Vlasov's abduction 
was. intended to further 
undermine stalemated 
peace talks between 
Moscow and Grozny, he 
said. 

“The Russian president's 
envoy to Chechenya was 
abducted by people who 
believe a peace dialogue 
between Grozny and 
Moscow is not beneficial.” 
Interfax quoted Mr. Rybkin 
as saying on his return to 
Moscow. 

Alexander Lebed. 

Russia’s former national 
security chief who negoti- 
ated the Chechenya truce, 
scud Mr. Vlasov “has done 
a great deal for a peaceful 
settlement of the Chechen 
problem. That is why he 
became a target.” 

Chechenya regularly 
accuses Moscow of failing 
to fulfil its pledges under a 
peace treaty signed by Mr. 
Yeltsin and Mr. Maskhadov 
in the Kremlin on May 1 2. 
1997, and of imposing an 
economic blockade on the 
Muslim republic. 

Under last May's accord 
Russia pledged never again 
to use force against the 
secessionist republic, while 
a separate document agreed 
to fund pensions and recon- 
struction work in 
Chechenya, devastated by a 
war which cost at least 
50.000 lives, mainly civil- 
ians. 


No release 
in sight for 
jailed 
journalist 
on Press 
Freedom 


Day 


BEUING (AFP) — Despite 
the early release of well- 
known dissident Wang Dan 
last month, relatives of 
imprisoned journalist Gao 
Yu have had no indication 
from authorities a similar 
fare awaits her on 
International Press Freedom 
Day. they said Sunday. 

“No. we have heard noth- 
ing from the government 
about a release.” her hus- 
band. Zhao Yuankang. told 
AFP on the telephone. The 
French-based organisation 
Reporters Sans Frontieres 
(RSF. Reporters Without 
Borders) called for the 54- 
year old journalist's release 
on medical grounds at the 
end of March. 

Gao, a winner of the pres- 
tigious UNESCO/Guiil- 
ermo Cano prize for 
Freedom of the Press, is 
among China's best-known 
dissidents still in jail. 

She was arrested in 
October 1993 and sentenced 
a year later to six years in 
prison for “divulging state 
secrets” when she worked 
for the Hong Kong newspa- 
pers Mirror Monthly and 
Chinese Overseas Daily. 

China, whose press was 
rated “among the least free" 
in the world by a non-profit 
group called Freedom 
House this month, made no 
mention of International 
Press Freedom Day in its 
official newspapers. 


Candidates from Belgium, Italy and 
Norway for General Naumann ’s job 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
Belgium, Italy and Norway 1 all 
have candidates to replace 
Germany's General Klaus 
Naumann as chairman of 
NATO’s military committee in 
spring next year, according to 
military- sources here. 

The general's successor, who 
will have a three-year mandat e . 
will be chosen at a routine half- 
yearly meeting of chiefs of staff 
at North Atlantic Treaty 


Organisation headquarters 
Tuesday. 

The three candidates are 
Belgium's Vice-Admiral Willy 
Heiteleer. 56. Italy's Admiral 
Guido Ventuomi. 64, and 
Norwegian General Arne Solli. 
60. 

The vote is by secret ballot 
and abstentions are not expect- 
ed A majority of eight out of 15 
votes (Iceland has no army) is 
required. If a clear winner does 


not emerge in the first round, 
the top two candidates will go 
into a run-off ballot. 

Despite being urged to extend 
his mandate. General Naumann 
has decided to step down. “T 
have already prolonged it to the 
summit of beads of state and 
government of NATO member 
countries in April 1999 and 
have no desire- to go on beyond 
that.” be explained 

The military committee is 


responsible for making recom- 
mendations to the North 
Atlantic Cooperation Council. 
NATO's highest decision-mak- 
ing body, and the Defence 
Planning Committee and also 
has authority over the two 
strategic European and Atlantic 
commands, both held by U.S. 
officers. 

The job of chairman bears die 
highest rmlitarv responsibility 

in NATO, 



Abdul Hakim Mi^jahid, Afghan ambassador to 
Pakistan and spokesman for the Taleban Islamic move- 
ment speaks to reporters in Islamabad after the peace 
talks failed (Reuters photo) 


‘No progress in 
reeducation of 


Vietnamese journalist’ 


HANOI (AFP) — 
Journalist and academic 
Doan Viet Hoat. impris- 
oned since 1990, has been 
refused visits by relatives 
because “there has been no 
progress with his reeduca- 
tion.” a family member 
said Sunday. World Press 
Freedom Day. 

Three of Hoat's brothers 
who went to the Thanh 
Cam reeducation camp 
near the Lao border in 
early February were 
refused permission to see 
hiWrthe relativd«said. 

Prison authorities told 
them the interior minister 
had banned visits to Hoat 
“because there had been no 
progress with is reeduca- 
tion." the family source 
told AFP. 

Hoat. a leading dissident 
in Vietnam, is one of five 
journalists imprisoned by 
the Communist authorities. 

His family has received 
no word on him since last 
August and was unsure if 
he was still held at Thanh 
Cam as prison wardens 
refused to accept medicine 
and food for him. the rela- 
tive said. 

Hoat, 55. is said to be 
suffering from high blood 
pressure, kidney problems 
and fading sight. 

“We are worried about 


his health. He has suffered 
a lot during his years of 
imprisonment.'' the source 
said. “But his ideals have 
grown stronger because of 
this situation.'' 

After being detained for 
12 years without trial from 
1976 to 1988. Hoat was 
arrested in 1990 and sen- 
tenced in 1993 to 20 years 
in prison, later reduced to 
15 years. 

He was charged with 
“attempting to overthrow 
the government” after call- 
ing for democracy in 
Vietnam in a magazine he 
founded with a group of 
intellectuals in Ho Chi 
Minh-City. 

His case is regularly 
taken up with Hanoi by 
foreign governments, and 
was raised last June by 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright during 
her visit to Vietnam. 

The World Association of 
Newspapers (WAN), 
which groups 15,000 
newspapers. and the 
French-based organisation 
Reporters Sans Frontieres 
have been working for his 
freedom. 

The WAN has awarded 
Hoat its Golden Pen award 
for press freedom which 
will be presented to his 
wife in Japan next month. 


Strong earthquakes 
hit eastern Japan 


TOKYO (AFP) — Two 
strong earthquakes, measur- 
ing four and 5.7 on the 
Richter scale, hit central and 
eastern Japan Sunday but 
there were no reports of 
damage or injuries, police 
and the meteorological 
agency said. 

A quake measuring 5.7 on 
the Richter scale hit the Izu 
Peninsula about 100 kilome- 
tres southwest of Tokvo at 
1 1 :09 a.m. (0209 GMT), fol- 
lowing a tremor measuring 
four about 10 minutes earli- 


er. 


Quakes measuring five can 
cause considerable damage 
in a populated area. 

The meteorological agency 
initially announced ” the 
tremors measured 5.4 and 
4.3 but revised the magni- 
tude later. 

No tidal waves were fore- 
cast 

The second, bigger quake 
jolted a wider area around 
Tokyo as well as Izu. the 
agency said. 

“Shinkansen” bullet train 
operations were briefly sus- 
pended for about 150 kilo- 
metres of tine between 
Shizuoka and 

Shinyokohama stations, 

causing a delay of more than 
45 minutes to some 20,000 
passengers. 

Bullet train operations 
have since returned to nor- 
mal. 

The epicentre of both 


quakes was off the east coast 
of the Izu Peninsula, which 
has been rattled by multiple 
earthquakes since April 20. 

Sunday's quakes were the 
largest among the recent 
series of tremors. 

AJdo Yoshida. a quake pre- 
diction official at the meteo- 
rological agency. told 
reporters it was difficult to 
say whether the strong 
quakes were a sign of contin- 
uing seismic activity or a last 
surge before an end. 

The quakes have dealt a 
Wow to the spa resort indus- 
try there. One hotel launched 
earthquake discounts last 
week to woo tourists. 

The Atanti Seaside Resort 
gives 50 per cent discount 
coupons to guests experienc- 
ing a quake measuring four 
on the Japanese scale during 
their stay, with free accom- 
modation for those hit by a 
quake measuring five. 

A quake of five on the 
Japanese scale of seven can 
break windows. 

"We keep our word and 
offer the 50 percent discount 
coupons to our guests (for 
their next stay),” a hotel offi- 
cial said, after the second big 
tremor registered four on die 
Japanese scale in the city of 
Atami. 

He said the number of such 
guests would be fewer than 
20, as many checked out by 
1 0 a.m. about an hour before 
the quake. 


‘Indonesian press 
tests the boundari 





JAKARTA (AFP) — The 
Indonesian press still faces 

considerable restrictions 
but has recently tested the 
boundaries, a human rights 
lawyer said Sunday. 

“The constraints facing 
our press have not changed, 
the control mechanism hov- 
ering over them has not 
changed," Hendardi, execu- 
tive director of the 
Indonesian Association of 
Human Rights and Legal 
Aid told AFP. 

Commenting on World 
Press Freedom Day, Mr. 
Hendardi said the 
Indonesian press, all of 
which must belong to the 
state-sanctioned Indonesian 
Association of Journalists, 
still risked losing publica- 
tion licenses at the whim of 
the government. 

Although the media were 
privately owned and run, 
the government had the 
right to close any publica- 
tion on the basis of national 
unity and stability. 

However he cited recent 
examples where the press 
had reported on topics it 
generally have avoided in 
the past. 

“But in recent months, 
there has also been a new 
phenomenon, that the press 
has increasingly been more 
courageous,” Mr. Hendardi 
said. 

He cited comprehensive 
press reports on the wide- 
spread student demonstra- 
tions that have rocked the 
country since February, 
cases of missing activists 
and on the plight of the 


common people in tbcTace 
of the current economic cri- 


sis. ...^ . 

“You can begin to see fcar 
the press is now opdnnig 
the way for more democra- 
cy through their repenting 
in the past months.” he'srid. 

The government -bfcly 
recognises the Indonesian 
Association of Journalists 
and has refused to recog- 
nise the Alliance of 
Independent Journalists 
founded in 1994 which was 
formed in response to the 
banning of three - leading 
weeklies. 

He said although, govern- 
ment officials have said 
they would use the legal 
system to control the press 
instead of outright closure, 
the risk of banning still 
existed. 

He also said press work- 
ers, especially journalists, 
but also printers and office 
support staff still faced 
other risks in their duties. 

He cited the death of at 
least three journalists since 
August 1996 which 
remained unsolved and the 
jail sentences on several 
press activists one of whom 
is in detention awaiting 
trial. 

Three journalists have 
died under mysterious cir- 
cumstances in Sleman. cen- 
tral Java. in West 
Kalimantan and in South 
Sulawesi since August 
1996. “But overall, I am 
heartened by the courage of 
the press in their reporting 
these last few months," Mr. 
Hendardi said. 


Poisonous mud being 
shifted to save Spain’s 
national park 


SEVILLE, Spain (AFP) — 
Excavators and trucks 
began Sunday shifting 20 
million tonnes of toxic mud 
left after a huge waste spill 
from a mine threatening 
Spain's Donana national 
park, one of Europe's great 
wildlife reserves. 

A task force set up by the 
government has ordered the 
mud to be dumped in a dis- 
used mine near the site of 
the April 25 disaster in 
Andalusia, southern Spain. 

On Saturday, some envi- 
ronmentalists protesting the 
pollution emptied buckets 
of black oily water onto the 
steps of the environment 
ministry in Madrid on 
Saturday to simulate a toxic 
spill, and called for the res- 
ignation of Environment 
Minister Isabel Torino. 

Tocino was on hand to 
watch the start of clearing- 
up operations Sunday, 

together with Manuel 

Chaves, president of the 
regional government of 
Andalusia. The press has 
estimated that 5,333 lorries 
with a capacity of 25 tonnes 
each would be needed each 
day to recover the 20 mil- 
lion tonnes of toxic mud 
threatening the Donana 
park, a world heritage site, 
within six months. 

The operation to clean up 
the Guadiamar River will be 
a race against time to pre- 
vent poisoned water from 
seeping into the sub-soil. 
But officials said it was like- 
ly to last at least until 
October. 

The river has been divided 
into three sectors. Boliden. 
the company whose mine 
caused the spillage, will be 
responsible for cleaning the 
first section, the central gov- 
ernment in Madrid will have 
responsibility for the sec- 
ond. and the local 
Andalusian authorities for 
the third. 

The cause of the disaster 
was a cracked water treat- 
ment reservoir at a pyrite 
mine at Aznalcollar, near 
Seville, which sent five mil- 
lion cubic metres of highly 
acid water crashing into the 
rivers of Andalusia, affect- 
ing crops and killing 
wildlife. 

The water and mud conta- 
“dnared with toxic heavy 
metals ravaged 20 kilome- 


tres of the Guadiamar River, 
badly polluted the 
Guadalquivir and still 
threaten the Donana nation- 
al park. 

The clean-up of the 
Guadiamar began this week 
with the recovery of mote 
than 15 tonnes of dead fish, 
eels, crabs and frogs from 
the polluted waters^accord- 
ing to latest figures. 

The disaster sparked 
mutual recriminations over 
who was to blame. Local 
farmers, fishermen and 
ecologists accused the 
authorities of negligence, 
while the conservative gov- 
ernment blamed the 
Socialist head of the 
Andalusia regional govern- 
ment for the disaster. 

However, a week after the 
toxic waste spill the govern- 
ment task force finally 
agreed to a proposal from 
the pyrite mine’s Swedish 
owner Boliden to store the 
toxic mud in a disused part 
of the mine. 

Boliden has offered to 
finance ihe work without 
writing for the courts to 
decide who is to blame. 

The industry minis ter of 
the Andalusian government, 
Guillermo Gutierrez, said 
the clean-up campaign 
would be a "complicated 
operation.” 

.Waste treatment compa- 
nies put the cost of the long- 
term clean-up of Donana 
and its surroundings at “bil- 
lions mid billions of pese- 
tas’’ (dollars) and said it 
could take anything up to 15 
years. 

Victims of the pollution 
are mainly farmers growing 
rice, fruit and vegetables 
along the rivers. They have 
begun playing down the 
effects of the spill, fearing a 
public boycott of their pro- 
duce. 

Government officials did 
their bit by carrying out a 
public tasting of local pro- 
duce, including crayfish 
from the Guadalquivir, but 
declined a call from the 
press to bathe in the river. 

But environmental 

activists have spoken out 
strongly against the disaster. 

They plan to hold a protest 
against the Boliden compa- 
ny in a week’s time outside 
die Swedish embassy in 
Madrid. 
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World News 

More than 100 hurt in Indonesian student protests 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Clashes between stu- 
dents demanding politi- 
cal changes and security 
forties in three 
Indonesian towns 

Saturday left 77 police- 
men and at least 60 stu- 
dents injured, six of 
them by rubber-coated 
bullets, reports said 
Sunday. 

The rubber bullets were 
fired at the Teachers’ 
University in East 
Jakarta where 33 other 
students were also seri- 
ously injured in addition 
to the six, Kompas daily 
said. Jt said 28 members 
of the security forces 
were hurt during the 
clash, which followed an 
attempt by some 2,000 
students to march down 
the street to a nearby uni- 
versity. 

Jakarta police chief 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Edward Aritonang was 
quoted by the Bisnis 
Indonesia daily as saying 
only 20 students and 28 
members of the security 
forces had been injured. 
“All injured students 
have returned to their 
homes," Gen. Aritonang 
said. 

"They had been hit by a 
fence that fell down and 
not because of shots 
fired by personnel.” 
Another encounter at the 
Academy for Foreign 
Languages in central 
Jakarta left three stu- 
dents injured. 

At Malang in East Java 
students and police 
fought in two separate 
incidents and 49 police- 
men and 30 students 
were injured, the East 


Java-based Jawa Pos 
daily said. 

It said scuffles broke 
out as students of the 
Merdeka University and 
the National Technology 
Institute attempted to 

g rotest on the streets 
aturday. 

_ The Jawa Pos said the 
injuries occurred in the 
clash with students of 
the institute in which 
security forces used tear 
gas, water cannon and 
warning shots while the 
students threw rocks and 
other debris. 

Violence at the Jember 
University in the town of 


the same name 120 kilo- 
metres east of Malang 
left one student injured 
the Jawa Pos said. 

Student demonstrations 
to demand political 
reforms but not involv- 
ing violence also took 
place in campuses across 
Jakarta and in several 
other cities on the 
islands of Java, Sumatra 
and Sulawesi Saturday. 

At Medan in North 
Sumatra, a lawyer from 
the local branch of the 
Legal Aid Institute said 
demonstrators from 
Nommensen University 
torched a military police 


jeep. The North Sumatra 
military spokesman. 
Lieutenant Colonel Agus 
Ramadhun, denied the 
report. He was quoted by 
Antara news agency as 
saying students took a 
new Nissan car from a 
showroom and burnt it in 
front of the campus. 

Student rallies were 
also reported at Bandung 
and Bogor in West Java, 
at Yogyakarta and Solo 
in central Java, at 
Palembang in South 
Sumatra " and at 
Ujungpandang in South 
Sulawesi. 
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EURO-JORDAMAN • BUSINESS SERVICE TEAM 




Call for Expressions of Interest 

Consulting firms and institutions with specialised 
expertise in statistical studies, opinion surveys, 
and statistical analysis are requested to send 
details of their qualifications and past experience in 
these fields to the address provided herein below. 
Qualified applicants may be invited to submit 
quotations for specific research assignments. 
Information should be submitted no later than: 

May 21, 1998. 

Call for Expression of Interest No. DBA/CEE/826 
Delegation of the European Commission 
P. O. Box 926794 Amman 11110 
Fax: 5686746 

E-mail: eudeljor@go.com jo 




EURO-JORDANIAN • BUSINESS SERVICE TEAM 


, l&sj ' •• • 

External aid and European Dmtopment Fund - Tender notice (non structured) 

(98/S70-42308/EN) JO-Amman: business consultancy services 

Call For Expressions of Interest in favour of Jordan Concerning a project financed by the 
European Community - Call For Expressions of lnterestnoJB/AMI/344 


1. 


3. 


Awarding authority: The European Community, represented by the European Commission. 
Correspondence should be sent to: Delegation of the EC, PO Booc 926794 Amman 11110, Jordan. 

Type: Call for expressions of Interest Persons who are interested in having then’ name entered on 
a list of potential contractors are invited to submit their application in accordance with the odes set 
out below. The authorising department will draw up a list of candidates who meet the criteria set 
out in point 8 below. Each time a specific contract is to be concluded relating to the field, the 
awarding authority will send the specifications to some of the candidates on the fist, selected on the 
basis of special criteria for the contract concerned. 

Description of the call for expression of Interest: Expressions of interest are sought from 
service providers from the European Community countries, Jordan, or from other countries 
benefiting from the MEDA programme with the capability to offer short-term consultancy services to 
Jordanian private sector enterprises. Service providers with experience in the following areas are 
required: 


■ unpuidie riwuuiiH 

• Management Development 

• Human Resources 
Development 

— - . — — — — -a 

• Production Line 
Management 


• Technology Procurement 

• Business CoHaboration 

• Product Design & 
Development 

■ Financial Systems & 
Management 

• Business Information 
Services 

• Productivity Improvement 

• Accountancy & Finance / 
Credit 

• Institutional Development 

• Quality Control & Standards 

- • Companies & Commercial 
Laws 

• Investment Promotion 

• Other related fields 

Service providers may be generalists or have expertise in a particular sector. Expertise is 
required, inter alia, In the foHowing sectors: 

• Garments & Textiles 

• Plastics & Chemicals 

• Leather 

• Agricultural Industry 



• Manufacturing 

• Tourism & Hospitals 



4. 

c. 

8. 

7. 


9. 


Place of execution: Jordan 

Expiry date of the list resulting from die call for expressions of Interest April 01 . 2001 
Not Applicable. 

Address to which applications should be sent: Applications, comprising one original and 
one copy must be sent by post (normal, registered, or express) In an envelope stating “Call for 
■ evnrM&ioro of interest No. 1B/AMU344" to the address in (1) above. Companies or grouping of 
companies or service providers are required to provide the documents referred to in points. 

Information to be supplied by candidates: « . ^ 

• extract from the Jucfidal record or equivalent document (for the self-employed), 

• certificate demonstrating that the appficant Is In order with obligations regarding tax and social 

. c^Seofenrohnert on the professional register or the trade register, 

• the company’s balance sheet or overall turnover from the past three years (for legal persons), 
a references of services provided and the value of these services over the past three years, 

• statement of average annual staff numbers for managerial staff over the past three years, 

Annmnriate service providers will be those with experience ‘m countries similar to Jordan and WHh 
SStier^mowledge of modem management practice, relevant international standards fix their 
areasof spedfiraSona, a good knowledge of European as weH as international markets and have 
excellent communication sJrifls. 

Contract covered by EC Council Regulation No. 1448/96 of 23/07/1996 (MEDA). 
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Increasing demand for Technical Assistance from 
the Euro-Jordanian Business Service Team 



THE EURO- JORDANIAN Business Service Programme's activities are now being introduced 
directly to enterprise managements around Jordan. These venues are organised in cooperation with 
the Industrial Development Unit of the Ministry of Industry and Trade and the Jordanian Industrial 
Estates’ Corporation and Jordanian Business Associations. The first three venues took place at the 
Sahab Industrial Estate, at AI Hassan Industrial Estate in Irbid and at the Zarqa Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The Jordanian business establishment has responded extremely positively to the Euro-Jordanian 
Business Service Team's proposition to provide tailored and integrated technical assistance direct- 
ly to Jordanian Private Enterprises. It is important to stress that the technical assistance addresses 
the needs of individual enterprises and that the Euro-Jordanian Business Service Centre is an inde- 
pendent, professional non-profit organisation that operates directly and in full confidence with its 
counterpans. 

Many promising contacts have already been established. Soon, the first enterprises will be includ- 
ed in the project cycle, which consists of three components: 

The Primary Support Component will define and focus on the main opportunities and challenges of 
the individual enterprises. Following that, the General Support Component will establish an activi- 
ty plan aiming at finding the right solutions and implementing the subsequent changes. Finally, the 
Specialised Support Component may be applied in certain cases, where special expertise is needed. 
The Euro-Jordanian Business Service Centre's activities are funded by the European Union (EU) 
represented by the European Commission (EC) under the Euro-Mediterranean Association 
Agreement. Similar Programmes are facilitated by the EC in Egypt. Tunisia, Morocco, the West 
Bank, and Syria. 

In Egypt, the programme has been in operation since 1996. The programme now operates at full 
capacity. More than 300 enterprises from virtually all sectors of Egyptian business environment are 
now included in the project cycle. Sound consulting experience, confidentiality, and independence 
are the key aspects of the success of the programmes. 

Coming events 

The Euro-Jordanian Business Service Team will be hosted by the Jordanian Businessmen 
Association May 5, by the Salt Chamber of Commerce May4, by the Jordan Export Development 
Corporation May 6, by the Amman Chamber of Industry May 11 and by the Business & 
Professional Women’s Club May 1 3. 




EURO-JORDANIAN • BUSINESS SERVICE TEAM 


INVITATION TO PRIVATE SECTOR ENTERPRISES 
IN JORDAN 

The Euro-Jordanian Business Service Team invites private enterprises to participate in the 
Private Sector Development Programme. The primary purpose of this three-year Programme, 
launched under the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership, is to promote the growth of market 
economy in Jordan by providing direct assistance to private businesses within virtually all 
sectors of production and services. 

The Programme is financed by the European Union through the MEDA line in agreement and 
co-operation with the Government of Jordan. The main component of the Programme is the 
Business Support Service, which offers direct expert consultancy assistance to individual 
enterprises based on individuai assessment of needs. No direct loans or grant facilities are 
included in the Programme. Due to financial and time constraints participation is limited. 

Private enterprises wishing to participate in this Programme must conform to the following 
criteria for eligibility to receive assistance: 

Eligibility Criteria 

• Registered private Jordanian legal entity 

• Jordanian ownership majority 

• Manufacturing or service 

• Documented sustained activity over time 

• Sustainable financial situation 

• More than 10 and less than 200 employees 
■ Certified financial accounts 

• Willingness to share costs at moderate level 

• Managerial analytical capabilities 

in order to fadfitaie the process of application the following establishments have been kind 
enough to avail the application forms and relevant information on the Programme at their 
offices: 


• 

Jordan Export Development & Commercial Centres 
Corporation fJEDCO) 

Tel: 5603507 

Fax: 5684568 

• 

The Investment Promotion Corporation (IPC) 

Tel: 5531081 

Fax: 5521084 

m 

Amman Chamber of Industry (ACI) 

Tel: 4G43001 

Fax: 4647852 

m 

The Federation of Jordanian Chambers of Commerce (FCC) 

Tel: 5684425 

Fax: 5685997 

• 

Jordanian Businessmen Association fJBA) 

Tel: 5680855 

Fax: 5680663 

• 

Jordan Trade Association (JTA) 

Tel: 5685603 

Fax: 5685605 

• 

Jordan Business & Professional Women Club (JBPWC) 

Tel: 5511647 

Fax: 5530092 


The information and forms can also be obtained from the Delegation of the European 
Commission in Amman, or the Euro-Jordanian Business Service Team at the following 
addresses: 


Delegation of the 
European Commission 
Shmeisanf, 15 Al-Jaheth St 
Tel: +962-6-5 8681 91 
Fax: +962-6-5686746 
e-mail: sudeljoF@go.com.jo 


Euro-Jordanian • Business Service Team 
Jabal Amman, 3 rd Circle - Muhamed Hafiz Maath St 
P. O. Box: 182938 - Amman 11118, Jordan 
Tel: +962-6-4654050 
Fax: +962-6-4652374 
e-mail: bst@indexxom.jo 
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Little hope for London talks 


PALESTINIAN PRESIDENT Yasser Arafat 
and Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu meet in London today for talks that 
are certain to irrevocably alter the direction of 
the peace process. The positions of the two sides 
are well known: Arafat has publicly accepted a 
U.S. proposal for a 13 per cent Israeli redeploy- 
ment from the West Bank, while Netanyahu 
maintains that Israel’s security interests would 
be endangered by a pullout in the double digit 
percentage. Both insist that these numbers are 
not subject to negotiation. 

What the talks have been set up to be, then, is 
a test of nerves, of who will blink first. And if 
neither side backs down, then the last remain- 
ing option for the Palestinians are the 
Americans. The question of this entire exercise 
is, will the US. finally put pressure on Israel? 
All indications are that they won't. 

The U.S. proposal for a 13 per cent withdraw- 
al was never published, for fear on the part of 
the Americans of antagonising the Israelis. The 
Oslo accords were vague on the size of the 
Israeli redeployments bat not on their number. 
Three were to be carried out before final status 
negotiations start. Yet Israel’s new plan, and 
that of the U.S. as well, stipulate only two. The 
Americans have also failed to obtain Israeli 
agreement on a settlement construction 
‘‘freeze” and notably, the US. Congress last 
month came out overwhelmingly in favour of 
the Israeli position, gently “suggesting” to 
President Clinton to urge the Palestinians to 
accept whatever is offered to them. 

The positions of the two leaders are clear. 
Netanyahu is under pressure from his cabinet, 
his constituents, and his own former promises, 
not to hand back land to the Palestinians. He 
will be under no pressure from the Americans. 
Arafat, on the other hand, is faced with a grow- 
ing discontent from his people, who have been 
bogged down in a peace process that has deliv- 
ered little in nearly four years. And unlike the 
countless times the U.S. has come out publicly in 
support of Israel, it has never done the same for 
the Palestinians. 

There is no need for the Israeli government to 
speed up negotiations. Netanyahu has taken the 
clue from Yitzhak Shamir, who stated that if he 
had remained prime minister, he would have 
dragged negotiations out for 10 years while set- 
tling a half-million Jewish “souls” in the West 
Bank. In addition, he has put the Palestinian 
National Authority on an endless loop, demand- 
ing that unspecified steps be taken to curb 
extremist activity. 

Time, however, is of the essence for Arafat. 
The only way out of the seemingly endless cycle 
of violence and mutual recriminations is for 
President Clinton, Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright, and the rest of the administration to 
stand up, stop being “pessimistic" on the talks, 
and put the screws to Israel, for once, to honour 
its agreements. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RaTs Munes Razzaz Sunday said Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu has proved to be 
stronger than the sole superpower now ruling the world 
through his actions and his behaviour of defying the 
world and disregarding the United Nations as well as 
the U.S. It would not be surprising if we hear 
Netanyahu demanding that the Arab World withdraw 
from 91 per cent of the present lands under the Arab 
countries' control so that Israel’s empire can be built, 
said the wrirer. He said Netanyahu is the only statesman 
who can slap America in the face without having to fear 
any reprisal, he is the only government leader in the 
world who has insulted the world community and the 
United Nations without fearing any sanctions and he is 
the only politician in the world who alone can steer the 
U.S. in a way to serve Zionist objectives. Unlike 
Saddam Hussein who cannot say "no" to the U.S. even 
in matters related to His people's survival, the writer 
said. Netanyahu can mock any attempt by the U.S. to 
pressure Israel into complying with the requirements of 
peace. 


A1 Arab A1 Yawm’s Riyad Hroub said that last 
month government departments and public institutions 
were dosed for half a month but nothing is done to 
compensate for the loss of work and production. He 
said the holidays of Adha. the new Muslim year. Labour 
Day and Easter amounted almost to half of the days of 
the past month. According to the writer school and uni- 
versity students have nothing to do in these holidays 
and the daily paid workers cannot earn a living during 
the holidays and in addition the private sector which is 
the key factor for the country's economy lies idle dur- 
ing holidays which are so many in Jordan every year. 
He said he opposes the two-day weekend except if they 
were on Saturdays and Sundays otherwise, and if the 
government opts for Thursdays and Fridays Jordan will 
be cut off from the rest of the world for four consecu- 
tive days, something which can by no means contribute 
to Jordan's development 


Economic Review 


Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Privatisation debate continues 


privatisation continues. 

and rightfully so, to be a hot issue 
that is debated at all levels. 
Economic writers, among others, 
seem to favour many different 
approaches: alas, some of the debate 
remains incoherent and muddled 
(possibly due to the infusion of mis- 
information or the use of garbled 
arguments which lack in theoretical 
economic training.). However, argu- 
ments of the antagonists of privatisa- 
tion can be summarised in six main 
points, which are addressed herein. 

"Privatisation will push public sec- 
tor workers into the streets.” There 
are several schemes and methods for 
nullifying this claim. Some coun- 
tries have offered generous sever- 
ance schemes; others have offered 
shares to employees: and others pro- 
vided training to employees to facil- 
itate their gainful and willful 
employment elsewhere. Jordan can 
apply a mix of these policies. In the 
telecommunications sector, the hub 
of Jordan's privatisation pro- 
gramme. all employees were guaran- 
teed a no-job-loss policy during pri- 
vatisation. 

"Privatisation is just a method for 
politicians and their relatives and 
acquaintances to get rich at the 
expense of the public.” Competitive 
bidding in the most transparent man- 
ner is of the utmost importance for 
the credibility of any offering 
whether to national or foreign 
investors. Announcements should be 
made in full view of the media and 
citizens. In all fairness, so far, this 
has been the modus operandus in the 
Jordanian privatisation process, par- 
ticularly in the case of the Jordan 
Telecommunications Corporation 
(JTO. There is. however, a need to 
design and implement wide-reaching 
and well-studied public-awareness 
campaigns to resolve any ambigui- 
ties that may drive wedges between 


design and implementation which 
could delay the privatisation pn>- 
gr ammr even more. Failure to do so 
could easily place Jordanian stocks 
in a less competitive position, partic- 
ularly with the growing demand, 
regionally and globally, for interna- 
tional strategic investors. 

“We should not accept the handing 
over of our precious assets to for- 
eigners.” There are several strategies 
that can be used to counter this fear. 
In Russia and the Czech Republic, 
two former Communist economies, 
privatisation vouchers were distrib- 
uted to the people. But although 
such drastic measures were used in 
former hotbeds of socialism, no such 
measures are needed in Jordan. In 
Argentina. Chile and the U.K., initial 
public offers were made to the citi- 
zens of each country while making 
room for a strategic investor, thus 
allaying fears while reaping the ben- 
efits from importing advanced know- 
how and foreign direct investment 
Jordan can sell, in the case of the 
JTC. some shares to a strategic part- 
ner and then offer the remainder of 
the shares in the Amman financial 
Market. This strategy would ensure 
that the offered shares would attract 
optimal prices and that knowledge 
with the latter being, contrary to the 
recent statements of some, is neither 
easy nor cheap to secure. 

“The local private sector is too 
weak to operate without state enter- 
prises .” The recent market liberalisa- 
tion drive in Jordan ensures that the 
market is capable of handling such 
transfers, particularly with the exis- 
tence of strategic partnerships and 
investments. Replacing debt with 
investment is a win-win policy that is 
far superior to maintaining ineffi- 
cient organisations that would bur- 
den toe state and toe taxpayer, either 
presently or in toe near future. 

“Privatisation will replace public 


monopolies with private monopo- 
lies." This claim can be easily dealt 
with un der toe soon to be passed 
Antitrust Law, which is presently in 
an advanced drafting stage. Under 
the law, and given a transparent bid- 
ding process, there should be no 
room for private monopoly creation 
nor for toe continuance of inefficien- 
cy in any form. 

“Can’t we just manage state enter- 
prises better by having top Jordanian 
bureaucrats at their helms and avoid 
this painful remedy?" 

Unfortunately, toe answer is no. 
Even with toe most sincere of intents 
and the best of reforms, efforts by 
governments usually fail. 
Competitors simply find it unwise to 
compete with a govemraent-owned 
incumbent. Promises of govern- 
ments to have a level playing field 
are usually not convincing enough to 
investors. 

To win a game you must first be 
ensured that the referee is impartial, 
something which is hard to achieve 
when toe referee decides to partici- 
pate in toe game. Also, according to 
the World Development Report 
1993, toe economic well-being of a 
majority of state firms that were 
reformed by their governments 
■ rather than privatised declined upon 
examination 10 years later. This 
finding renders a simple reform 
strategy an expensive undertaking 
even for toe rich .countries. 

All toe above are common criti- 
cisms of privatisation. They repre- 
sent legitimate fears that policy mak- 
ers and planners should address and 
answer. Privatisation is accepted 
worldwide, let us not make Jordan 
toe exception. Those who want to 
argue against it should really study 
toe issue and avoid hapless rhetoric. 
In the case of privatisation, toe early 
bird catches the worm. Let us not 
wait too long. 


Drawing appropriate lessons from the Asia crisis 


By Michel Camdessus 


WASHINGTON — The 
financial crisis in East 
Asia has been very chal- 
lenging. but perhaps we 
still face the greatest 
challenge of all — to 
draw the appropriate 
lessons from this experi- 
ence and act on them. 

Recent events have 
prompted a great deal of 
reflecting and soul- 
searching — both within 
the IMF and among the 
governments that are our 
shareholders — about 
what more could be done 
to prevent such crises, 
how to deal more effec- 
tively with those that 
arise and how. in general, 
we could make the fund 
an even more effective 


raent and corporate 
affairs, and a more effec- 
tive dialogue with labour 
and the rest of civil soci- 
ety to increase political 
support for adjustment . 
and reform, and to ensure 
that all segments benefit 
from the resumption of 
growth while core labour 
rights are protected. 

The crisis in Asia has 
underscored the . impor- 
tance of these elements. 
Indeed, in many respects 
they are the bedrock of 
the programmes we are 
supporting in the region. 
But our concerns about 


capital, we must encour- 
age them to liberalise 
capital flows in a prudent 
and properly sequenced 
way that will maximise 
the benefits and.minitiiise.. 
the risks of freer capital 
movements. Work is 
under way on an amend- 
ment to the IMF's charter 
that would make the lib- 
eralisation of capital 
movements one of the 
purposes of the fund and 
extend its jurisdiction to 
such movements. 

• Fourth, we must con- 
tinue to pursue good gov- 
ernance and intensify the 


institution. 

The primary focus of 
the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) is 
on sound money, prudent 
fiscal policies and open 
markets. We must main- 
tain that emphasis 
because those are the 
prerequisites for eco- 
nomic growth and finan- 
cial stability. Yet I 
believe that we must 
broaden the scope of our 
concerns to include other 
elements that, in a glob- 
alised world, are also 
important in achieving 
these goals. 

They include creating a 
more level playing field 
for the private sector by 
dismantling monopolies 
and setting up simpler, 
more transparent regula- 
tory systems: stronger 
banking systems that pro- 
tect small depositors' 
savings and are freed 
from government inter- 
vention in the allocation 
of credit, so that they can 
channel it not just to a 
favoured few but to those 
who will use it produc- 
tively, and reductions in 
unproductive government 
spending, such as costly 
military buildups, pres- 
tige projects and subsi- 
dies and guarantees to 
favoured sectors and 
firms. 

The new elements 
would also include high- 
er and more cost-effec- 
tive spending on primary 
health care and educa- 
tion; adequate social pro- 
tection for the poor, 
unemployed and other 
vulnerable groups; envi- 
ronmental protection; 
greater transparency and 
accountability in govern- 


.. .we must continue to pursue 
good governance and intensify the 
fight against corruption. Our 
approach is to encourage 
countries to maximise the 
transparency of government 
operations and thus minimise the 
opportunities for special favours. 


these issues do not begin 
and end in Asia. We are 
emphasising these points 
in many other member 
countries as well because 
we think we can. and 
should, do more about 
them. 

What about crisis pre- 
vention? This will not be 
an easy task, but already 
there are a number of 
good ideas on the table: 

• First, we must contin- 
ue to encourage countries 
to improve the quality of 
information that they 
make available to the 
IMF and the public. 

• Second, we must find 
ways to strengthen 
domestic financial sys- 
tems by improving 
domestic regulation and 
supervision and increas- 
ing financial sector trans- 
parency. Over the past 
year or so. toe IMF has 
helped develop a set of 
“best practices” in toe 
banking area, so that 
practices that have 
worked well in some 
countries can be adapted 
to and applied in others. 
We are now disseminat- 
ing these best practices 
around the world through 
our policy dialogues with 
member countries. 

• Third, as we push 
even harder for trade lib- 
eralisation, and as 
nations open their 
economies to foreign 


fight against corruption. 
Our approach is to 
encourage countries to 
maximise the transparen- 
cy of government opera- 
tions and thus minimise 
the opportunities for spe- 
cial favours. But we are 
also prepared to interrupt 
IMF-supported pro- 
grammes on grounds of 
corruption (and we have 
already done so in a num- 
ber of cases) when it 
threatens to have a 
macroeconomic dimen- 
sion. 

As the IMF presses its 
members to become more 
open, the question arises: 
Does the fund itself prac- 
tice what it preaches? In 
recent years, we have 
made a major effort to 
provide more informa- 
tion to the public. 

Looking ahead. I think 
that the crisis in Asia will 
be a watershed, convinc- 
ing many members of toe 
benefits of greater trans- 
parency. This will enable 
toe fund to become more 
open in toe future, an 
objective I very much 
support, even if we are 
dependent on the consent 
of our members. 

The more vexing ques- 
tion is whether the IMF 
should blow the whistle 
on a country it thinks is 
heading for a crisis. The 
danger, of course, is that 
our predictions may not 


always be . right. 
Moreover, our warnings 
could . provoke toe very 
crises we are trying to 
■ prevent. It is far better 
for market participants to 
come to their own con- 
clusions. That is why we 
have set up standards to 
guide members In releas- 
ing reliable data to the 
public, along with an 
Internet bulletin board so 
that the public can track 
the practices of individ- 
ual countries. 

The international com- 
munity cannot realistical- 
ly expect to avert every 
potential financial or 
economic crisis. So what 
else can be done to 
ensure that future trouble 
can be handled effective- 
ly? 

Certainly, better ways 
need to be found to 
involve the private sector 
in official efforts to 
resolve debt crises and 
avoid the problem of 
moral hazard, perhaps 
through orderly mecha- 
nisms ' for settling and 
restructuring debts. 
Countries should also be 
encouraged to strengthen 
toe law’s and institutions 
covering debtor-creditor 
relations, including 
domestic insolvency 
laws. 

In addition, we need to 
enhance toe effectiveness 
of multilateral institu- 
tions, which includes, of 
course, ensuring that they 
have sufficient resources 
and personnel of the 
highest calibre to do their 
jobs. 

The IMF cannot per- 
form a central role in cri- 


sis prevention or man- 
agement — or do its part 
in addressing financial 
problems that exceed the 
capacity of individual 
countries to resolve alone 
and in a way that shares 
the burden fairly — 
unless it has adequate 
resources. 

There are still major 
risks in the world econo- 
my. Thus it is a matter of 
concern that the IMF's 
usable funds have 
dropped to a level that 
leaves it little room for 
manoeuvre to respond to 
a new crisis. 


The writer is managing 
director of the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund. 


— International Herald 
Tribune 



Responsibility 
should accompany 


rights 


Bv Dr. Waleed M. Sadi 


MUCH HAS been said on 
the projected 50th anniver- 
sary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human 
Rights as a historic event 
that must not pass without 
proper commemoration. 
Different countries, soci- 
eties. cultures and reli- 
gions are thinking of dif- 
ferent ways to mark the 
occasion in line with their 
own perspectives, priori- 
ties and needs. It is gener- 
ally thought that toe decla- 
ration was a Western ori- 
ented document, articulat- 
ed and drafted in toe 
image of the Western cul- 
ture. The accent in the dec- 
laration, it is often stated: 
is on civil and political 
rights of individuals at toe 
expense of other rights, 
notably economic, social 
and cultural rights. Some 
human rights 


activists 
even sug- 
gested the 
balancing of 
rights with 
responsibili- 
ties and 
obligations. 

If people 
have rights, 
it is pointed 
out, then 
why not also 
bear respon- 
sibilities ’ as 
well. This 
way there 
would be a 
balance 
between 
rights and 
duties 

instead of 
the , current 
one-way : ' 

" -This" 


. . .the 50th 
anniversary of 
the declaration 
is not only an 
occasion to 
celebrate the 
advent of 
human rights 
but also an 
opportunity to 
make amends 
where 

necessary on 
, the existing 

I human rights... m 

# i.uu . ;j • the. -tight no 

new compile- Order SOthQt 3/1 work and 

equitable 

a fres 5 balance can be 

look and 

deserves a struck between 
the various 
categories of 
human rights to 
the satisfaction 
of ail societies, 
cultures and 
religions , 


torture and 
ill or inhu- 
man treat- 
ment The 
right to safe 
food, water, 
clean air, 
and housing 
certainly 
come nexL 
The right to 
education is 
also a high 
priority . 
human right 
because 
without it 
many' other 
rights would 
be interfered 
with and 
violated. 

The right to 
development 


sympathetic 

hearing. 

How to artic- 
ulate and 
codify these 
responsibili- 
ties is the 
vexing prob- 
lem. 

Whereas 
"rights” can 
be, relatively 
speaking, 
easy to 


assemble since 
they constitute obligations 
and responsibilities of the 
state toward toe individual 
or a group, it is not always 
easy to list toe responsibil- 
ities of one person towards 
another person or even toe 
state to which a person 
belongs. For example, how 
can countries codify the 
obligation of one man or 
woman to be kind and 
humane toward another. 
Or toe responsibility to be 
faithful or even affection- 
ate to one's spouse. Or to 


earn a sub- 
stantive . 
livelihood 
are also very 
basic human 
rights. The 
equal treat- 
ment of 
women is 
now ascend- 
ing in 
importance 
due to its 
organic link 
with - so 
many other 
rights dial 
cannot be 


be considerate and sympa- 
thetic with others’ emo- 


tions, thoughts and feel- 
ings. Or to lend support to 
toe needy. The list is rather 
long on what people 
should be doing for others. 
It is best summed up by 
toe canon “do unto others 
as you would have them 
do unto you.” 

Still toe fact that peoples 
are considering different 
addendum's to the declara- 
tion suggests that more 
and more people are feel- 
ing less relaxed about toe 
current state of human 
rights. So toe 50to 
anniversary of the declara- 
tion is not only an occa- 
sion to celebrate toe 
advent of human rights but 
also an opportunity to 
make amends where nec- 
essary on the existing 
human rights order so that 
an equitable balance can 
be struck between toe var- 
ious categories of human 
rights to toe satisfaction of 
all societies, cultures and 
religions. . 

This is not to suggest 
that the scale should be 
tipped to one side or 
another, but rather fni 


sound toe alarm that col- 


realised or enjoyed with- 
out its promotion and pro- 
tection. The way we treat 
our children, whether at 
home or at school, is also a 
pressing human right 
Child abuse and exploita- 
tion is rampant in so many 
societies even those which 
enjoy high standards of 
development Any society 
which still suffers from 
child abuse in all its forms 
cannot c laim to have 
attained a good human 
rights record. On the edi- 
fice of these rights and 
related rights peoples can 
hope to enjoy political and 
civil rights including of 
course self-detenzxination, 
freedom of expression, fair 
trials, election ofthdr rep- 
resentatives and scores of 
other related rights. 

The big question that 
remains is: Which rights 
come first To put it- in 
another way: Should one 
set of rights be placed in a 
state of limbo until toe 
other , set is realised. The 
U.N. system works on toe 
assumption that civil and 
political rights can be put 
into practice immediately, 
whereas economic, social 
and cultural rights can only 
be progressively attained. 
A state need not be devel- 
oped economically, it is 
being said, in order to pro- 
hibit torture. On toe other 
hand, without economic 
development a state cannot 
afford to have a -proper 
court system or sophisti- 
cated security forces that 
can perform their duties 
without resorting to duress. 
These postulations are now 
ripe for questioning- to 
anticipation of toe correct 
answers based on empiri- 
cal evidence. 


Tell el-Fukl 
of early urt 
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tnv site ot Tei! 


lective human rights toat 
find expression in such 
domains as self-determi- 
natioo, law and order, eco- 
nomic, social and cultural 
rights should not be sacri- 
ficed at the altar of toe ( 
civil and political rights of 
individuals. 

There are certain core or 
basic human rights which 
deserve attention ahead of 
others. Not all human 
rights are equal even 
though human rights are 
indivisible for all intents 
and purposes. Yet human 
rights come in different 
“sizes" and this reflects 
their order of importance. 
The right to life, for exam- 
ple, comes ahead of all 
other human rights since 
without life there can be 
no enjoyment of all other 
rights. Under this right 
comes the protection from 
summary and extrajudicial 
executions, 
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Tell el-Fukhar dig in north Jordan unearths 3, 000 years 
of early urbanism, international trading and cultural contacts 


SCANDINAVIAN AND 
American archaeologists 
excavating the site of Tell 
el-Fukhar in north Jordan 
have uncovered the remains 
of a town that was settled 
almost continuously 
throughout the first 3,000 
years of humankind’s earli- 
est urbanism — from the 
Early Bronze Age to the 
Hellenistic era. Tell ei- 
Fukhar (‘the mound of pot- 
tery’) is located alongside 
the Wadi Shallala some 1 1 
kilometres north-east of 
Izbid, near the important 
Early Bronze Age site of 
Khifoet Zaraqun. The four 
seasons of excavations in 
1990-1993, by a predomi- 
nantly Scandinavian t eam 
headed successively by 
Drs. Magnus Ottosson and 
John Strange, have provid- 
ed valuable new informa- 
tion about several pivotal 
aspects of ancient life in 
this region — most notably. 
Late Bronze Age monu- 
mental public architecture, 
international trade links 
and cultural interaction in 
antiquity, and the T- qte 
Bronze/Iron and Late' 
Iron/Hellenistic transitions. 

The Bronze and Iron Age 
pottery and glass finds are 
particularly important for 
the archaeology of Jordan 
and the region because they 
constitute “the first long- 
term stratified sequence 
from this region,” says pro- 
ject ceramist Dr. Patrick 
McGovern, from the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania 
(USA). The analysis of the 
materials reveals “local 
industrial developments 
and the foreign relations of 
tell el-Fukhar,” McGovern 
says. 


Rich environment 

, environment of 

the site’ comprises the wadi 
waters, rain-fed agricultur- 


al lands and oak forests, 
and irrigated cultivation of 
olives and fruit trees. The 
immediate area was quite 
heavily settled in antiquity, 
and today sports the 
remains of Tell el-Fukhar, 
Khirbet Zaraqun (primarily 
an Early Bronze Age site); 
and the unexcavated sites 
of Tell Umm er-Riglen 
(with surface pottery evi- 
dence of occupation from 
primarily the Late Bronze 
Age and the Late Iron Age 
through to the early Islamic 
era), and Tell el-Subba 
(Chalcolithic and Iron UC- 
Persian pottery). 

The ancient identity of 
Tell el-F ukhar remains 
unknown, thou gh a plausi- 
ble candidate is the town of 
Zarqu that is named in the 
1 4th Century B.C. Amama 
letters. Zarqu was located 
between Pella in the north 
Jordan Valley foothills and 
Ashtaroth in southern 
Syria. 

First visited and sherded 
in the mid-1960s by the 
Ge rman scholar. Dr. 
Siegfried Mhtmann (who 
later excavated Khirbet 
Zaraqun), Tell el-Fukhar 
was first systematically 
mapped and inspected in 
the late I980s-early 1990s. 

It revealed a large walled 
town do minate d by an 
‘acropolis' measuring 80 x 
100 metres, with wall lines 
visible on the surface of the 
ground. The excavations 
showed the earliest evi- 
dence of human use of the 
site to be some surface pot- 
tery sherds from the Early 
Bronze IB period (c. 3150- 
900 B.C.), which probably 
come from a settlement as 
yet unexcavated, or from . 
people passing through the 
site. 

lylore stilici ‘evidence from : 
die next ^torip^ jperipd.i 
includes 'walls, fine stone- 
paved floors, basalt mortars 


imbedded in a floor, and a 
post-hole (probably for a 
pillar to support a ceiling), 
all from the EB H-iII peri- 
od (c. 2900-2300 B.C.). 
The EB n-ffl pottery, such 
as bowls, jars, juglets. and 
amphoriskoi, is similar to 
that of all Palestine at that 
period. After a probable 
gap in the settlement during 
the EB IV period (2300- 
2000 B.C.), the Middle 
Bronze Age fc. 2000-1500 
B.C.) was represented only 
by some possible wall 
remains, sherds from cook- 
ing pots, and a burial of two 
skeletons accompanied by 
wheel-made polished 
ceramic vessels, probably 
from the early part of the 
MB era. 

Important Late Bronze 
city 

The Late Bronze Age 
provided the most spectac- 
ular finds from Tie II el- 
Fukhar, notably a large 
public building that Dr. 
Strange believes must be 
either a temple or. more 
probably, a palace. The 
town at this time was sur- 
rounded by a massive city 
wall on the north, with 
remains of a city gate to the 
east at the point of easiest 
access to the plateau. 

The partial excavation of 
the large building showed it 
to be at least 25 metres 
long. Its 1.5-metre-thick 
walls were built of mud- 
bricks on top of stone foun- 
dations that were 1.5 
metres high. Repairs to the 
outer walls and several 
thick white plaster floors 
indicate several phases of 
use for the building. 

The excavated rooms 
were filled with some two 
: metres of destruction mate- 
rrialSf i v i comprising! . , burnt- 
bricks, charred oak roof 
beams, and other materials 


that suggested the structure 
had two stories. The 
entrance at the north 
included an outer paved 
courtyard linked to the 
inside through a staircase 
with five steps. 

International trade 

contacts 

The objects and materials 
found inside this large 
building confirmed the 
town's international trading 
contacts during the Late 
Bronze Age. including 
Greece (Mycenae) and 
Cyprus. The finds com- 
prised pottery objects such 
as a large collared-rim stor- 
age jars or pithos measur- 
ing over one metre high; a 
unique blue-green glazed 
pottery knob, a fragment 
from a blue-green glazed 
pottery jar or bottle, and 
other 'heirlooms’ from the 
previous LB 1 period (16th- 
15th Centuries B.C.); a 
bronze lamp; a blue-green 
glazed faience bottle and 
bowl; and. a moulded glass 
pendant in the shape of a 
female figurine represent- 
ing a nude, pregnant god- 
dess (common in the Near 
East during the 16th- 15 th 
Centuries B.C.i, that is 
among the earliest known 
moulded glass pieces in the 
world. Stylistic and chemi- 
cal analysis of the glass 
pendant and the glazed 
ceramic and faience items 
suggest a source in north- 
ern Mesopotamia. McGov- 
ern says. 

Below the courtyard of 
the building was found a 
small fragment of a cru- 
cible or furnace, with 
remains of what seems to 
be reworked copper slag. 
Whether and when such 
metal smelting took place ! 
■here,- and. for what purpos- 
es. remains to be deter- 
mined. 


The large building was 
destroyed in the 13th Cen- 
tury B.C.. at the end of the 
Late Bronze Age, but it 
continued to be used in the 
Iron Age — and thus it pro- 
vides valuable insights into 
the transition from the 
Bronze to the Iron Ages in 
this region. 

The Iron Age town 

The ruins of the large 
Late Bronze building were 
temporarily occupied at 
first, but later in the Early 
Iron Age the site was 
rebuilt into a more perma- 
nent settlement. The town 
wall along the north was 
rebuilt in the Late Bronze 
Age-Iron I transition, and 
the remains of Early Iron 
Age houses were found 
built up against the wall. 
Among the Early Iron Age 
excavated remains were 
ovens made from recycled 
collar-rim jars: the bases of 
the large jars were cut off. 
the necks of the upside- 
down vessels were inserted 
into the ground, and a stok- 
ing hole was made by 
breaking off part of the side 
wall. 

An imported Philistine 
pottery sherd in the Iron 
Age level indicated that the 
occupation of the site "con- 
tinued into the Late Iron FB 
period”. Dr. Strange said. 
The evidence of contacts 
with Gaza also sheds new- 
light on regional trading 
links in this period. 

The site seems to have 
been temporarily aban- 
doned after the Iron I peri- 
od, perhaps for some 400 
years, for the excavations 
showed no signs of human 
use until the Iron IlC-Per- 
sian period (c. 650-350 
B.C.). The evidence from 
.this period includes build- 
ing remains, and more than 
20 deep, stone-lined silos 


or bins for storage of grain 
and other foodstuffs 
i though ali were found 
empty and did not indicate 
their original contents ). The 
pottery from this period is 
"remarkably similar to that 
found in the Amman 
region.” McGovern noies. 
bur imported items includ- 
ed pottery from Cyprus and 
Phoenicia. The little 
known transition from the 
Late Iron IIC-Persian to the 
Hellenistic period is also 
well documented at Tell el- 
Fukhar. From the Hellenis- 
tic period (starting c. 332 
B.C.i the site shows the 
remains of a fine villa com- 
prising 16 rooms arranged 
around a central courtyard; 
in some places the remains 
of La;e Iron-Persian walls 
served as foundations for 
the Hellenistic structure. 
The building is well dated 
by the pottery remains, 
which include locally pro- 
duced Hellenistic shapes 
that derive from Iron IIC- 
Persian pottery, and fine 
Hellenistic tableware from 
the 3rd Century B.C. One 
copper coin found embed- 
ded in the floor of a room 
was inscribed 'PTOLE- 
MAIOS BASILEUS: 
which dates it to the reigns 
of either Ptolemy m <246- 
221 B.C.i or Ptolemy IV 
Philopater (221-203 B.C.i. 

The substantial pottery 
from this period will help 
to develop a more firm 
chronology for ceramics 
during the Iron IlC-Per- 
sian-to-Hellemstic transi- 
tion. Dr. Strange said. This 
in rum could help to better 
date other structures and 
settlements in Jordan from 
the Ptolemaic era. which is 
poorly documented 

throughout the country. 

After the Hellenistic peri- 
od. the site of Tell el-. 
Fukhar was never again 
used for a permanent settle- 


ment, hosting 
only the occa- 
sional squatter 
or the itiner- 
ant nomad, 
some of 
whom buried 
their dead 
there. The most recent 
noteworthy historical 
episode, according to local 
accounts recounted to Dr. 
Strange, was a battle in 
1 932 fought between local 
residents from Ramtha and 
bedouins from the outlying 
areas. 

One of the most impor- 
tant findings of the neutron 
activation and petrograph- 
ic analysis of the pottery at 
Tell el-Fukhar has been 
that most of the pottery 
during every major histori- 
cal period was manufac- 
tured in the vicinity of the 
site, using alluvial clay 
deposits in the adjacent 
Wadi esh-Shaliala. 

Pottery' from sooth 
Palestine 

The single most impor- 
tant source of imported 
pottery from the Middle 
Bronze 11A through the 
entire Iron Age periods 
was southern Palestine — 
from Gaza to Asqalon — 
though nothing from this 
region appeared to have 
reached this north Jordan 
settlement in the preceding 
EB Il-rn periods. The 
scholars studying the 
materials are now' trying to 
determine if the south 
Palestine pottery was 
exported to north Jordan as 
empty' vessels, reached 
there loaded with exports, 
was brought by travellers 
who left it behind, or came 
with people from south 
Palestine who moved per- 
manently to Tell el-Fukhar. 

Other sources of pottery 
imports include Affuleh 



town in the Jezreel Valley 
in north Palestine, the 
Baq’ah Valley north of 
.Amman, the Nile Valley in 
Egypt, eastern Cyprus. 
Rhodes, Mycenae in cen- 
tral Greece, and probably 
the Cilician plain in south 
.Anatolia. 

This kind of integration 
of ancient north Jordan 
into the wider Middle East 
shows that Tell el -Fukhar 
maintained long-range 
regional trading contacts 
with key centres of civili- 
sation in the region, 
including Egypt, Greece. 
Palestine, Cyprus, and 
probably south Anatolia — 
and perhaps shared in their 
prosperity as they enjoyed 
economic expansion. This 
is a very different picture 
from the relatively isolat- 
ed. sparsely inhabited site 
today. 

The fieldwork at Tell el- 
Fukhar has been complet- 
ed for the moment, in 
order to concentrate on 
analysis and publication of 
the materials. The work 
was financed mainly by 
the Nordic Research 

Council (NOS-Hi and H.P. 
Hjeri-Hansen Mindefondet 
for Dansk Palaesti- 

naforskning. with support 
from the Jordanian Depart- 
ment of Antiquities, 

Yarmouk University, Upp- 
sala University (Sweden), 
the University of Copen- 
hagen, Ramboell, Hanne- 
mann and Hoejgaard. Ltd.. 
Danmarks National bank. 

. the Theological Faculty of 
Copenhagen. Consul-Gen- 
eral Eanar Hoeyvalds 

Fond, and JL-Fondet. 
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Chicken-hearted America: betrayal of the forces of peace 


By Peretz Kidron 

WEST JERUSALEM — “She's not 
attacking,” Benyamin Netanyahu 
noted shrewdly, “she’s on the defen- 
sive.” The prime minister offered his 
insight after reading reports from U.S. 
Jewish leaders on a confidential brief- 
ing from Madeleine Albright, where 
the secretary of state reportedly 
expressed profound “exasperation” 
with Israel’s effective rejection of 
U.S. peace proposals and sought to 
recruit her listeners to exercise their 
influence on Netanyahu to render him 
more forthcoming. 

After long experience in overseeing 
Israel’s ■ relations with the United 
Stales, few can equal Netanyahu’s dis- 
cernment regarding the .undertones 
behind official pronouncements ema- 
nating from Washington. In this 
instance too, be was swift to read 
through the ostensibly “tough” lan- 
guage Albright used and detect an 
absence of resolve on the part of the 
Clinton administration to put its full 
weight behind proposals for a “sub- 
stantial” withdrawal in the West Bank. 
In a nutshell, the Americans have no 
stomach for a fight with the 
Netanyahu government. 

Coming after months of gloomy 
predictions of an “inevitable” con- 
frontation with the U.S., Netanyahu is 
now convinced That the Americans 
will stop short of an attempt to ram 
through their proposal for a hand-over 
of 13.1 per cent of West Bank terriro- 
iy to the Palestinian {National] 
Authority. U.S. proposals for reviving 
the peace process are now common 
knowledge; nevertheless, U.S. hesi- 
tancy has been evident since the 
be ginning of the year in repeated post- 
ponements of their formal publica- 
tion. While Albright fulminated about 
her “impatience” over the failure of. 
the parties to mike the tough deci- 
sions — her „ code term for 
Netanyahu's reneging on previous 
pledges to-gain cabinet approval for a 
“substantial” two-digit withdrawal — 
the prime minister guessed that the 
administration would not after all 
publicly condemn Israeli intransi- 
gence. ... ' . 

Gamble pays off 

It was apolitical gamble on his part, 
fora mistake n assessment on this vital 
point could cost. him. his office, 
through defection of supporters rather 
than die lame efforts of the Labour 
opposition. The stalled peace process 
evokes a constant barrage of domestic 


criticism. Labour and the other oppo- 
sition parties drawing powerful sup- 
port from the non-party Council for 
Peace and Security, a dovish associa- 
tion embracing hundreds of retired 
senior officers from the army, police 
and security services. 

In a full-page advertisement bearing 
several hundred signatures of reserve 
officers ranking from major to gener- 
al. the council proclaimed that “peace 
with the Palestinians is vital for 
Israel's security, and should not be 
foregone in an argument over percent- 
ages.” The statement expressly sup- 
ported a withdrawal of “10-13 per 
cent” that would renew the peace 
process “without barm to Israeli secu- 
rity.” Warning that “the window of 
opportunity is closing” the -signato- 
ries urged the government to act 
“without further delay” to achieve a 
peace settlement. Without confidence- 
building steps, the statement con- 
cludes, an “imposed settlement is 
inevitable” 

Under normal circumstances, a dec- 
laration from such a prestigious body 
should have a major impact on the 
controversy over the American pro- 
posals, strongly reinforcing opposi- 
tion calls for efforts towards an under- 
standing with die Palestinians. But 
Netanyahu seems to reckon that such 
opinions — however authoritative — 
exercise no major bearing on the 
political balance. Contrary to a wide- 
spread view, Israelis no longer set 
their generals on a pedestal. In the 
paranoid climate Netanyahu deliber- 
ately fosters, the considered collective 
opinion of Israel's foremost military 
experts carries little weight with an 
inflamed public opinion. 

Netanyahu's brash self-confidence 
that be can see through the American 
bluff even makes him willing to risk 
disagreements with moderate sections 
of his own coalition, as evidenced by 
his apparent indifference to stem 
wa rnings from the small Third Way 
Party. A delegation headed by Public 
Security Minister Avigdor Kahalani 
warned the prime minister that the 
party would not remain in a govern- 
ment “that is only interested in biding 
time” in relation to the peace process. 
The delegation also advised against 
fobbing the Palestinians off with 
worthless concessions in uninhabited 
areas. Third Way’s platform stresses 
“separation between us and the Pales- 
tinians” requiring withdrawal from 
densely populated areas where fric- 
tion is highest But four successive 
meetings failed to sway the prime 
minis ter to bow to Third Way 


demands, prompting the rather watery 
ultimatum. 

It seems reckless on Netanyahu’s 
part to ignore the Third Way threat. 
With only four Knesset members, the 
party’s defection would not demolish 
his parliamentary majority. But such a 
pull-out would be a serious blow to 
the government’s prestige and could 
— in theory at least — prompt other 
cabinet moderates, most notably 
Defence Minister Yiizhak Mordechai, 
to implement long-standing threais to 
resign if Netanyahu continues to sab- 
otage the peace’ process. But, as illus- 
trated by the hollowness to 
Mordechai ’s threat — the three-month 
deadline the defence minister publicly 
set has meanwhile passed without any 
sign of an imminent walk-out — 
Netanyahu knows that be can ignore 
such political breast-beating as long 
as he can get away with his stalling 
tactics without incurring effective 
U.S. sanctions. 


— did the political balance in the 
1992 elections shift sufficiently to 
grant a narrow victory to Labour. 

The pragmatic segments of the body- 
politic — whether represented by a 
“centrist” party like the Third Way or 
corresponding sections of public 
opinion — have long been taught to 
discount frowns of censure from 
Washington as long as they were not 
backed up by tangible pressure. After 
the 1956 Sinai war. Prime Minister 
Ben Gurion ignored votes of censure 
from the United Nations and seemed 
set on retaining Israel's conquests 
until an outraged President Eisenhow-- 
er joined the" Soviets in delivering a 
clear ultimatum, whereupon no time 
was lost in pulling the IDF back 
across the border. In the early ‘70s, 
Golda Meir publicly scorned Ameri- 
can peace plans, and it was only after 
the 1973 war. and the subsequent halt 
of U.S. military aid under the "reeval- 
uation” proclaimed by President Ford, 


Netanyahu's brash self-confidence that he can 
see through the American bluff even makes him 
willing to risk disagreements with moderate 
sections of his own coalition , as evidenced by 
his apparent indifference to stern warnings from 
the small Third Way Party. 


The prime minister is free to over- 
look parliamentary arithmetic as long 
as be is convinced that the pragmatists 
will not go through with their threats 
in the present public climate of indif- 
ference to the fate, of the peace 
process. And Netanyahu is secure in 
. the knowledge that, in the absence of 
clear and immediate proof that his 
policy places Israel in clear and 
immediate jeopardy, public opinion 
will not turn against him. 

A junior minister in the Shamir gov- 
ernment that held office in the late 
1980s, Netanyahu can draw on that 
experience: in spite of enduring 
■ worldwide censure for its handling of 
the Palestinian intifada, the Likud-led 
coalition managed to cling to power 
till the end of its term. Only when it 
became evident that Shamir’s foot- 
dragging at the Madrid peace confer- 
ence was invoking immediate and tan- 
gible sanctions — in the form of U.S. 
refusal to grant $10 billion in loan 
guarantees that Israel urgently needed 


that her successor. Yiuhaq Rabin, 
bowed to American demands for the 
Sinai withdrawals that laid the foun- 
dations for the peace treaty with 
Egypt. 

But Netanyahu is confident that the 
present U.S. administration plans no 
rerun of those epic confrontations. 
Above all. he is sure of the backing of 
a Congress under the apparently unre- 
strained control of the pro-Israel 
lobby. With 81 U.S. senators signing a 
letter to Bill Clinton warning him 
against publication of the U.S. peace 
proposals. Netanyahu does not even 
need the support of the U.S. Jewish 
leadership. 

In a remarkable reversal of the tradi- 
tional roles which set the Jewish com- 
munities at the head of the pro-Israel 
forces, the unequivocal hawkishness 
expressed on Capitol Hill has evoked 
dismay among the more moderate 
American Jewish leaders. The laner. 
reflecting the views of a clear majori- 
ty of U.S. Jews who support the peace 


process, are evidently not averse to 
some arm-twisting by the administra- 
tion to squeeze the necessary conces- 
sions from Netanyahu. But die Clin- 
ton administration and Congress seem 
to be overawed by the shrill outcry of 
the hawkish right-wing minority 
among l T .S. Jews. 

Even if Clinton summons up the 
will for a tougher approach, 
Netanyahu is well versed in the tactics 
of fobbing off the Americans. While 
drumming up support in Congress, be 
hopes to tire the administration by 
delaying tactics. One such was the 
ingenuous request to delay publica- 
tion of the U.S. peace plan till after 
Israel’s Independence Day, so as lo 
avoid “marring” the state's 50th 
anniversary. With the Jewish calendar 
rich in religious festivals and other 
significant dates, there is no shortage 
of pretexts for further postponement. 

Winning either way 

Netanyahu is following an “either- 
or” strategy, designed principally to 
safeguard his coalition majority. If his 
delaying tactics prove successful and 
the Americans back down from their 
proposal, his proven ability to “get 
away with it" will allow him to cany 
the Third Way and other waverers 
with him. Conversely, should the 
administration nevertheless prove 
insistent, his long and skilful defence 
will enable him to convince Greater 
Israel hardliners that some minimal 
confessions have to be offered. Either 
wav. he has his coalition flanks 
securely covered. As he told an Italian 
interviewer in early April, if he is con- 
vinced that the American proposals 
"do not threaten our security, the 
coalition parties will accept them, 
because they know that I will never 
jeopardise security.” With stunning 
self-confidence, be declared that he 
will “make peace with the Palestini- 
ans and all our neighbours,” claiming 
that he alone is capable of doing so. 

A similar “heads I win tails you 
lose” strategy is evident in the prime 
minister’s unexpected initiative for a 
withdrawal from the “security zone” 
in southern Lebanon. In a surprise 
move designed equally to silence 
domestic criticism of the heavy toll 
taken by the unending clashes with 
Hizbollah and offer the Americans a 
sop whereby they can continue to 
believe in his peaceful intentions, the 
prime minister procured unanimous 
cabinet approval for acceptance of 
Security Council Resolution 425. 
passed in March 1978. But endorse- 


ment of a 20-year-old call for an 
unconditional withdrawal from 
Lebanese territory was tagged with 
conditions designed to make the ini- 
tiative unacceptable, by requiring 
Lebanon to take responsibility for 
border security but without a con- 
comitant peace treaty between the two 
countries. 

Here too. Netanyahu hopes to gain 
either way. If. by some miracle, he can 
induce the Lebanese government to 
go along with his conditions, he 
would draw it into a rift with the Syr- 
ians, leaving Damascus isolated. If, as 
indeed occurred, his initiative is 
turned down firmly by both Lebanon 
and Syria, Israel scores a propaganda 
victory by proving its own peaceful 
intentions while showing up "Arab 
intransigence.” Incidentally, he also 
accumulates ammunition to answer 
the growing ground swell of domestic 
discontent over Israel's involvement 
in Lebanon, as voiced by the grass- 
roots “Four Mothers” movement and 
other groups calling for immediate 
and unconditional withdrawal from 
the quaintly- named "security zone." 

There is nothing new' in Netanyahu's 
tactics, which are close replicas of 
techniques used by previous Israeli 
governments in their relations with 
the U.S. In view of the imbalance 
between the two "strategic allies ” it is 
hardly surprising that the Israeli 
junior parmer uses wiles and ruses to 
offset its weakness in relation to its 
heavyweight ally. 

But the Americans show 1 an astound- 
ing willingness to be taken in time and 
time again. It must be evident by now 
to the Clinton administration that it 
has the ability to punish Netanyahu’s 
intransigence by demolishing his 
power-base. As Yitzhak Shamir 
learned to his cost, it would need little 
more than a few tangible signs of 
Washington’s displeasure to isolate 
the hardliners and either create irre- 
sistible domestic pressure for a saner 
policy or bring down the present gov- 
ernment and force early eIections~that 
would have the same outcome. 

By proving loo chicken-hearted to 
confront Netanyahu, the administra- 
tion is abandoning and betraying 
potential allies awaiting no more than 
a sign from Washington to translate 
their vague threats into a concrete ulti- 
matum that the prime minister would 
defy at his peril. Clinton’s failure to 
give that signal amounts to an outright 
betrayal of the forces of peace, in 
Israel and throughout the region. 

— Middle East International 



Mulki, Sharansky to discuss today difficulties 
hampering Jordanian-Palestinian-Israeli trade 


By Alia A. Toukan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Minster of 
Industry and Trade Hani 
Mulki and his Israeli 
counterpart. Natan Sha- 
ransky, are set to hold 
two rounds of talks in 
Amman and Petra on 
Monday to boost bilater- 
al ties" and help ease 
Israeli restrictions ham- 
pering Jordanian-Pales- 
tinian trade. 

Both men, who last met 
in Amman in March, will 
also discuss plans to 
extend the Qualified 


Industrial Zone (QIZ) 
status to other areas in 
Jordan and to remove 
restrictions on the export 
of Jordanian cement to 
the West Bank, an offi- 
cial who requested 
anonymity told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

The QIZ, now based at 
the industrial city in 
Irbid. grants Jordanian 
goods free access to U.S. 
markets without recipro- 
cal benefits. But prod- 
ucts manufactured at 
QIZ should involve an 
Israeli input of at least 
11.7 per cent under the 


arrangement signed by 
both countries in Doha 
last November in the 
presence of U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright. 

Amman has long com- 
plained that Israel is hin- 
dering trade between 
Jordan and the potential- 
ly lucrative Palestinian 
market in the Gaza Strip 
and parts of the West 
Bank. 

In today's talks. Dr. 
Mulki and Mr. Sharan- 
sky will also look into 
easing the requirements 
of standards and specifi- 


cations, enlarging the A1 
and A2 lists '(trade lists 
between the Palestinians 
and Israelis), and remov- 
ing tight security mea- 
sures hampering trade 
between the two sides, 
the official said. 

There was .speculation 
that a trilateral meeting 
between the Jordanians. 
Palestinians, and Israelis 
would take place during 
Mr. Sharansky’s visit to 
the Kingdom. However, 
such plans have been 
postponed for now, the 
official added. 

Trade exchanges 


between Jordan and both 
Israel and the PNA 
remain below the 
aspired levels. 

Jordan and Israel 
signed a standards unifi- 
cation agreement in 
March with the hope of 
boosting low trade levels 
between the two coun- 
tries. Earlier this year, 
the two countries gave 
conflicting figures on 
their volume of trade 
exchanges, made possi- 
ble after the two sides 
signed a peace treaty in 
1994. 

Jordan said that 


exports to the Jewish 
state in 1997 amounted 
to $22 million, and its 
imports stood at $9 mil- 
lion. while Israel main- 
tained that its expons 
reached $20 million, and 
its imports from Jordan 
totalled $12.5 million. 

Jordanian exports to 
the PNA reached $12 
million for 1997. while 
its imports totalled $22.9 
million. The Palestinians 
claim Israel is holding 
their market hostage. 

Mr. Sharansky is on a 
private two- day visit to 
Petra with his family. 


FOR RENT 


Roof top Shmeisani 3BED +3baths + Garage . 

Villa, Abdoun, 3BED + 3 Baths + Swimming pool ‘'Furnished’’. 
Villa, Shmeisani, 6BED + 6 baths (3 Floors) “Semi Fumisard” 
Ground floor - JabaJ Amman, 3BED + 3baths + Nice-Garden . 
Available Various Flats: Furnished and unFumtehed In west Amman 


5858290 - Q79 $7946 


The Cosmopolitan Rotary Club 


invites Brian Atwood, head of 
the United States Agency for 
Internationa] Development 
(USAID), to address the only 
English Speaking Rotary 
Club in Amman Jordan. 

Mr. Atwood will speak on 
Tuesday. May 5. 1998 at the 
Le Meridien Hotel about die 
expanded role of USAID in 
Jordan and about the new 
opportunities that can be 
attained as a result of this new 
expanded role. 

Bom on July 25, 1942 in 
Ware ham Massachusetts he 
received a BA in history and 

f overtimed! from Boston 
diversity in 1964 and did 
graduate work in public 
administration at the Ameri- 



can University. 

As USAID administrator. Mr. 


Atwood directs a programme 
of economic and humanitari- 


an assistance to various coun- 
tries in the developing world. 


BritishBank seminar seeks to improve, 
facilitate business transactions in Jordan 


THE BRITISHBANK recently held a Treasury Customer Seminar 
at Radisson SAS Hotel covering foreign exchange developments 
and how business exposure to- foreign exchange risk can be min- 
imised, the euro currency and expected scheduling of currency 
conversion, and potential year 2000 computer problems. These 
topics were to introduce all advanced related financial issues to 
further improve and facilitate business transactions in Jordan. 
BritishBank Jordan's chief executive officer, John Pascoe. stated 
that the seminar conducted by Kishor Lulla. regional treasury mar- 
keting manager. Dubai: Walid Jadon. treasury manager. Jordan and 
Ramzi Batshon. technical services executive. Jordan, was well- 
received by customers and the topics addressed were of great 
importance to all businessmen. 

BritishBank is the largest and most widely represented interna- 
tional bank in the Middle East with 31 branches throughout the 
UAE. Oman, Bahrain. Jordan, Lebanon and the Palestinian 
autonomous area and an offshore banking unit in Bahrain. The 
extensive regional coverage is enhanced by its associates Saudi 
British Bank and the Egyptian British Bank. In addition to its Mid- 
dle Eastern network the bank has branches in Mumbai. Trivan- 
drum and Baku. Azerbaijan. It also has private banking operations 
in London and Geneva. 


BOOSING BANK CENTER AMOK - SHMEISANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 
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38.0 0.00 

1 

5000 

3250 

.65 

.65 

— 

H 

2.220 

1.050 

CENTURY INV. CROUP 

9 0.00 

2 

1000 

1540 

1.62 

1.54 

.08- 


.600 

.370 

ARAB FOOD G MED. 

9 0.00 

5 

24000 

11040 

-4S 

.46 

. 01 * 


.470 

.240 

ARAB INTL.TNV.TRD. 

36.9 0.00 

2 

2250 

720 

.34 

.32 

. 02 - 


.510 

.280 

NATL. TEXTILE 

P 0.00 

1 

1000 

320 

.34 

.32 

. 02 - 


.650 

.360 

NATL .MULT . EMC . NAKICO 

9 0.00 

22 

52747 

19605 

.37 

.38 

. 01 + 


.690 

.580 

MID EAST PHARK. 90* 

E 0.00 

2 

200 

100 

.60 

.60 

- 


1.660 

.860 

UNION TO 6 ACCO 87.5* 

9.8 0.17 

2 

492 

692 

1.54 

1.53 

. 01 - 


.730 

.550 

RAZZ PHARM. 

Z 0.00 

2 

4500 

3105 

.69 

.69 

— 


.450 

.240 

I NOS . ENC. 

9 0.00 

2 

3S00 

900 

.28 

.28 

- 

N 

.950 

.550 

ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 

9 0.00 

1 

1000 

630 

.63 

.63 

- 


.710 

.430 

NATL. POULTRY 

9 0.00 

7 

6150 

3506 

.57 

.57 

— 

If 

.950 

.470 

OPTICAL* BEARING 75* 

Z 0.00 

1 

1000 

330 

.58 

.58 

— 

R 

1.310 

1.000 

NUTRIJAR 

P 0.00 

9 

3600 

3713 

1.05 

1.03 

.02- 

S 

1.000 

.7SO 

KKBAL PRINT CO. 75* 

12.5 9.24 

2 

3000 

1710 

.82 

.82 

- 

ORARO TOTAL 




154939 

07206 




— . v — — — — = 


THE Daily Crossword Edited 


by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Reel afloat 
7 Relinquishes 

15 Pager 

16 Combat zone 

17 Rhode Island 
inlet 

19 Bauxite or 
pyrite 

20 'Clair de " 

21 Viscount- 
marquis 
separator 

22 Ffve-and-a-hatf 
yards 

23 Rationally 
defensible 

27 Mediocre grade 

28 Ecology 
pioneer 

30 Garden brook 

31 60-minute units 

32 Concerning 

33 Sonnet stanzas 

35 The Merry 

Widow* 

composer 

37 American bird 

41 Deadens 

47 Increase 

48 Nest-egg SS 

51 Record holder 

52 Landon and 
others 

53 Theological 

sch. 

54 Days' ends 

56 Bard's 
contraction 

57 Bard’s river 

59 Mile, from 

Madrid 

50 Rodman's org. 

61 Large dog 
breed 

66 Danow or 
Thomas 

67 Noisemaker 

68 Altruistic 

69 Pieces of paper 


TMSPuzztesGaalcom 
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3 
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1 

7 

t 

9 
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11 

12 

13 
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19 



1 

20 









SS 



23 




3* 

a 

to 

1 

27 
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3» 

1 

30 






31 



X 




X 






A 


SS 




36 


37 


» 

31 

*0 

WmSB 

41 


« 

«3 

44 

+5 

+s 

1 

47 
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50 

1 

‘si - 


r 




52 




S3 



S4 






55 

1 

58 



57 



58 


50 
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ei 
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63 
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65 
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69 







By BIU Swain 
New Port Richey, FL 


DOWN 

1 Deviant 

2 Stir up again, 

3 Burgess of "Of 

Mice and Men" 

4 Car-payment 
fig. 

5 Distributed 
cards 


6 Verbal battlers 

7 Uses a heating- 
cooling process 

8 Derek and 
Jackson 

9 Span of time 

10 Ready or 

11 Romantic 
occasion 

12 Actor Jerry 

13 Closer 

14 "Return of the 
Secaucus T 
director 

18 Tomorrow* 
musical 

24 Three-letter 
sandwich 

25 Spike or Pinky 

26 Diminutive 
ending 

29 Wander 

34 Tale of titans 

36 Dancer 
Tambiyn 

38 Ore of lead 

39 Safety device 

40 Traps 

42 Contagious 
malady, briefly 



43 Marshland 

44 Renters 

45 Chris of tennis 

46 Breeds of 

hunting dogs 

48 Newton and 
Asimov 

49 Vituperate 

50 Lading values 


55 Abraham's wife 
58 Soft-toy 
substance 

62 2nd smallest 
state 

63 Chemical suffix 

64 Pre-World 
Series abbr. 

65 Hwy.sign 


Peanuts 

ks 'A.A. A A 




iE5.MAAM..R£QJ£?r PERMISSION 
TO 60 OUT FOR A 
DRINK OF WATER.. 


| Y£5 ( MA AM. .REQUEST PERMISSION 
TO COPY ALL THE AN5LJER5 
FROM MARGE'S PAPER WHILE 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Gfasbergen 
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“That’s me and my dad right after 
I was bom. He was telling me to 
grow up and act my age. B 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| ® by Hanrf Arnold and Mk« ArglHon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


IXAMM 


mm 


m 

mm 


■ 
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EESTl 1 


1 sn yct/re wearing 

ou-loatars vary 

— i/jH, 

— i nimrifua 


ORFYT 

XU 


GROINI 


u 

J 

r 




X] 


WHERE EMPLOY- 
EES WHO BOUGHT 
COMPANY SHOES 
ENPEP UP. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, assug*. 
seated by the above cartoon: 
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Major CuiTttftfcita & Itetet 


Currency 

! USD 

OQ6 


rg 

US Duffer 

r - 

t»*s 

j ojwj 

4— SS 
} ** 

DE Mark 

■ 0.0604 

. 

f 03381 

! ft 5a 
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1.6660 

£*r» 

[ 

i 2LM 

CH Franc 

0.6706 

11*46 ! 

I 

i . 

J? Yen 

0.0075 
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[ 6.4SB2 ; 

Ittj 

CA Dollar j 

0.6088 

1 -2M6 

04276 ! 

1(6 

ITura ! 

0.0006 

1.0138 

B-34M j 

JU*a 

KL Guilder ! 

0.4077 

#8.71 

0-29*5 l 

tAZ 

MM 

FR Franc i 

0.1674 

&3MM 

01664 | 


_ Currency 
US Dollar 
-ortian Dinar 
Saudi Riyal 
Strain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
^it Dinar 
“■fates Dinar 

Unwell 000 
Egyptian 




i USD 

job 

CAR | 

[ « 

i 

0.76*0 

17*93 j 

! 1.4104 

- 

sjw] 

\ asst 

! 0.2666 

0.1*67 

. I 


2.65 

1-6*06 

1H77 j 


0.2747 

0.1 MS 

1 WB4 ! 


3 2739 

2.3212 

iun*i 

1 J3« 

0-2723 

0.1830 

i.*«i j o«s at 

0.66 

0.467* 

MT*# } 

ajm 

: 0.2939 

0-2084 

i.waz } 

Atm 


Last 

revloui 


14.67 

13.88 


1S.27 

15.52 


14.67 

13.88 


12.90 

12.46 


_153.C0_ 

_1 56.00 





SAOf^ 

ABOMmpt 

KMOtaor 

awtw 

CYHama 



(ox's) 

Months) 

, 13 Months | : 
Months! j 


, '*-<unuis) 


Bid 

Offer 

302.45 

302,95 

6.13 

6.16 

333.5 

3956 

1435 

143* 

1370 

1874 

1108 

1112 

559 

501 

,5600 

5620 


^ ° N “txxxi” mn 1 x 3 

. (Answers tomorrow! 

Yesterday's } >fembfes: NUDGE LEAKY BECKON JANGLE 


Answer: What the unemployed ptfot wanted to do — 
T-ANCr A JOB 
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Da 


Beat 


A review of new s from the Arabic Press 

Arab Jordan Investment Sank rewards shareholders 
with a 10% cash dividend despite lower net profit 


** DESPITE POSTING a lower net prof- 
it last- year, the Arab Jordan Investment 
Bank is distributing JDl million in cash 
dividends following the general assem- 
bly approval to reward shareholders with 
a 10 per cent return on their investment. 
The gross profit of the bank before allo- 
cations amounted to JD2,998,365 in 
1997 compared to JD2.955.027 in 1996. 

General Manager Hani A1 Qadi told the 
general assembly that the bank's assets 
grew by 11.75 per cent reaching 
JD250.02 million at the end of last year. 
Net credit facilities extended totalled 
JD64.03 million, about JDl. 5 million 
less than the JD65o5 million credits out- 
standing at the end of 1996, Mr. Qadi 
said, noting that the increase in credit 
facilities in all the banking sector was 
generally around 1.5 per cent. 

Other figures highlighted by the gener- 
al manger were the cash on hand and at 
banks, the securities portfolio and the 
clients’ deposits. The cash figure stood at 
JDl 63.89 million (JDl 37.24 million in 
1996) and the total value of the securities 
portfolio was JD 14.22 million. Deposits 
of clients increased by 4.75 per cent to 
reach JDl 47.71 million at the end of last 
year. 

Mr. Qadi indicated that the bank's total 
earnings amounted to JDl 9. 19 million in 
1997 compared to JD17.35 million in 
1996. “Interest payable accounted for 85 
per cent of the total earnings,” he said. 


The general manager mentioned two 
main events that rook place last year. The 
first was the increase of capital from 
JD10 million to JD20 million by capital- 
ising JD5 million of reserves and floating 
five million shares for the shareholders' 
private subscription. 

The second main activity mentioned by- 
Mr. Qadi was the issuance of certificates 
of deposit, worth $S million, which were 
floated in international financial mar- 
kets.” Being the first of its kind to Jordan, 
the issuance was positively received in 
the market as the certificates were bought 
by foreign, Arab and international 
banks." he said. 

The general manager also told the 
shareholders that the bank has expanded 
the scope of financing small projects, in 
cooperation with the Jordan Loan 
Guarantee Company, and has established 
a specialised department to finance car 
purchases by instalment. "The bank plans 
to expand its activity in this specialised 
financing," be said. " 

He concluded by pointing out that the 
bank will set up an international invest- 
ment fund specialised in investing in 
local or Internationa] Jordanian bonds 
and securities. He also affirmed the 
intention and the necessity to transform 
the bank into a comprehensive bank to 
provide all banking services (Al Ra’i + 
Al Du stour). 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at. 
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EH3J 


Em 

J 

P77I 


ITL 

ES3 

FRF 

US Dollar 

- 

1.7843 

0.6002 

14916 


14311 

175825 

2.0092 

52746 

DE Meric 

0.560* 

- 

03361 

08369 

74.64 

08018 

98522 

1.1260 

32479 

6B Sterling 

1.6660 

2.8735 

- 

24848 

221.96 

22842 

293041 

32473 

92535 

IVCH Franc 

0.6706 

1105 

04019 

- 

8027 

02689 

1178.53 

134.62 

4.0030 

JP Yen 

0.0076 

1.3391 

04602 

1.1193 

- 


1320 

16028 

44837 

- CA Dollar 

QJS968 

1.2916 

04226 

1.0566 

127 

BiH 

127020 

14661 

42265 

"*17 On ■ ■ 

00006. 

1,0138 

03409 




■n 

1142 

3.3947 

J. NL Guilder 

04877 

< 8078. 

WTTTM 

, 7023 

-6625- 

Sl'ggffl 

87623 


EHE1 

FR Franc 

0.167* 

02986 

0.1004 

24-9603 

2227 


33.62 

33-6200 



Middle Eastern Currencies 


:• Currency . 


1T7TM 






LBP 

EGP 

US Dollar 


0.7090 

3.7603 

02770 

32398 

02055 

3.6727 

151526 

3.4025 

Jordan Dinar 

14104 

- 

52896 

02317 

5.1337 

04308 

5.1801 

2137.17 

4.7990 

Saudi Rlyal 

02666 

0.1891 

- 

0.1005 

027 

0.081* 

028 

404.03 

02073 

Bahrain Dinar 

225 


92*77 

- 

925 

02102 

9.7* 

401923 


Qatar Dinar 

02747 


12304 

12304 

- 

0.0839 

121 

41620 


Kuwait Dinar 

32739 

22212 

122780 

12342 

1122 

- 

1222 

4960.71 

02348 

Emirates Dinar 

02723 

0.1930 

1.0211 

0.1026 

0.9910 


- 

41257 

02264 

Lebanese/1000 

028 

04679 

24750 

EE3 

24021 

02016 

24238 

- 

22455 


n wta 

02084 

1.1022 

0.1108 

12697 

0.0898 

12794 

44523 

- 

Energy 



Mid-East Currencies 
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1427 
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SA Rlyal 



mm 

029796 


W.Tuna 

1621 



AE Dirham 

02723 

048596 

0.16343 

040637 

362818 

Bonny 

1427 

13.88 


KW Dinar 

32739 

5.84464 


42852 

4382 

Dubai 

1220 

1246 


BH Dinar 

02770 

4.73485 

1.6921 

3.95683 

353482 

UL Gas 

15820 



GY Pound 



1.1371 

2.6273 

252.494 


Metal P 

Tices 





Li 

borFfxi 


^ i Motel 

Bid 

Offer 




mu 


mm 

BB 



30225 




EHem 





6.13 

6.18 



ULU 


5.7422 

52359 


Platinum (oz’a) 

393.5 

3952 



GBP 

72802 

74427 

74427 

72958 

AL (3 Months) 

1435 

1438 



JPY 

0.6354 

02979 

0,7292 

0.7500 

CU (3 Months) 

1870 

1874 



DEM 

32875 

32229 

3.9271 

4.1146 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1108 

1112 



FRF 

32449 

12979 

12229 

2.0104 

Lead (3 Months] 

559 

661 



CHF 

12729 

3.6563 

3.7559 

32883 

NI (3 Months) 

5600 

5620 
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5.1410 
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Main Equity indices 


Bourse 


NvwYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


Index 


DOW JONES 
S&P500 
FT-SE100 
NIKKIE 225 
CAC40 
DAX 


Value 




9147.07 

1121 

6010.3 

15601.1 

3880.92 

510744 


83.7 

022 

914722 

906621 

906327| 

926 

023 

112122 

1111.75 

1111.75, 

82 

128 

6025.1 

5932.7 

59282 

-40.16 

-026 

15665.8 

154632 

156412 

14629 

3.94 

3891.11 

373225 

3733.93 

-124 

-022 

511628 

6091.54 

510848 



Dahabi describes RJ ’97 results as ‘the worst 
since the slump associated with the Gulf war’ 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Turn s Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The debt-rid- 
den Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Sunday reported an “unsat- 
isfactory'' one per cent 
increase in total revenue last 
year, mainly because of 
continued political tension 
in the region and a drop in 
demand on Far Eastern 
routes caused by the Asian 
economic crisis. 

Addressing the 34th mar- 
keting and sales conference. 
RJ President and Chief 
Executive Officer Nader 
Dahabi described the 1997 
results as “the worst since 
the slump associated with 
the Gulf war." He said that 
they have dampened what 
started out as a promising 
year. 

Mr. Dahabi added that 
“the overall result for 1997 
is estimated to come to an 
operating profit of SI 2 mil- 
lion. recording a healthy 
increase over 1996 operat- 


ing profits of $3.6 million." 

fn 1997. passenger traffic 
increased by 4.2 per cent 
over 1996, and total cargo 
showed a negative growth 
of 3.3 per cent mainls 
because freight aircraft 
were reduced from three to 
two, said Mr. Dahabi. 

RJ. saddled with debts of 
over S846 million mainly 
from aircraft leases, has 
forecasr flat revenue growth 
for 199S as passenger rev- 
enue is expected tu rise a 
modest one per cent and 
cargo traffic revenue is 
expected to drop by 10 per 
cent because of the termina- 
tion of a lease on a third 
B707 freighter. 

Downsizing the current 
route network would help 
RJ restore its financial 
health, said Mr. Dahabi. 

“Royal Jordanian wiil 
redefine its operating priori- 
ties and establish its route 
network around a nucleus of 
profitable routes where we 
can achieve sustainable 


competitive advantage," he 
said.' 

Mr. Dahabi added that 
after reviewing the airline's 
cost structure.^ total actual 
reduction of S8,S67,0Q0 
was achieved in 1997 with- 
out affecting the perfor- 
mance or the level of ser- 
vice. 

"Cosi-saving will remain 
an ongoing task for RJ man- 
agement. We will be look- 
ing at all aspects of the 
organisation on the basis 
that an effectively-run 
organisation has lower 
costs," he said. 

RJ has lost year closed its 
Singapore and Canadian 
routes, pan of moves to cut 
costs and focus on prof- 
itable stations to enhance 
the airline's financial posi- 
tion. 

Rj's vice president for 
commercial affairs, Majdi 
Sabri. said despite the pres- 
sure confronting the nation- 
al air carrier, it managed to 
sustain a profitable opera- 


tion to the Far East and 
reduce operating cost dur- 
ing the low season lo main- 
tain a reasonable operating 
result. 

He added that RJ has also 
increased its charter rev- 
enue in 1997 by 27.6 per 
cenr and reduced manpower 
of its commercial depart- 
ment by 10 per cent. 

RJ has decided to 
strengthen its regional net- 
work by increasing the pre- 
sent frequency to Kuwait 
from rwo weekly flights in 
1997 tu three in 1998, Dr. 
Sabri said, adding that as of 
mid-June RJ will resume 
direct flights to Tehran after 
an 18-year suspension in 
order lo encourage religious 
tourism. 

Jordan and Kuwait 
resumed direct flights last 
July for the first time since 
Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

In his opening address. RJ 
Board Chairman Walid 
Asfour said the national car- 


rier hopes to complete a 
five-phase privatisation pro- 
gramme by 1999, 

Last year, the cabinet 
approved plans for a major 
financial and legal restruc- 
turing of the airline— an 
important step to sell a stake 
to a global strategic 
investor. 

The financial and legal 
restructuring of RJ will help 
put it on a more profitable 
and a sounder administra- 
tive level before it can oper- 
ate on commercial basis. 

Mr. Asfour said a sub- 
sidiary company will be 
established to take responsi- 
bility of all airline core 
functions. 

■ The mother airline, he 
added, will become a hold- 
ing company, responsible 
for all other non-core busi- 
ness units. 

Plans to privatise the air- 
line were first floated in 
19S8 but held back due to a 
host of bureaucratic and 
financial reasons. 


Japan-Arab 
Gulf trade 
rises to $41.3b 
in 1997 

DUBAI t R t — Trade 
between Japan and Arab 
Gulf states rose by 9.9 per 
cent in 1997 to S4I.3 bil- 
lion. the highest level 
since 19S2. official figures 
have showed. 

The Japan External 
Trade Organisation 
(JETRO) said trade 
between Japan and Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC) stares increased 
from S37.5 billion in 1996.. 

The GCC groups Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates. Bahrain. Qatar. 
Kuwait and Oman. 

“In 1997. the strong 
excharige’rate of GCC cut-' 1 
ire ncies-. against” the yen- 
boosted Japanese ' exports 
to GCC countries. An 
increased intake of crude 
oil and petroleum gas from 
the GCC countries pushed 
up the Japanese purchase 
bill from the region," 
JETRO said in a state- 
ment. 

Japan boosted its expons 
to the Arab Gulf states by 
nine pier cent to S7.9 bil- 
lion in 1997 from S7.3 bil- 
lion in 1996. selling motor 
vehicles, general machin- 
ery. electrical machinery 
and other goods. 

GCC states sold S33.4 
billion in goods to Japan in 
1997. up from S30.3 bil- 
lion in 1996. 

Saudi Arabia was 
Japan’s leading trade part- 
ner among the GCC states 
with a share of 36.4 per 
cent, followed by the UAE 
with 36.1 per cent. 

Japan’s crude imports 
from the Arab Gulf states 
grew by 8.2 per cent to 
S24.9 billion from S23 bil- 
lion in 1996. 

JETRO said the import 
of crude constituted 75 per 
cent of the total Japanese 
imports from GCC states. 
Japan imported about 72 
per cent of its crude oil 
from Arab Gulf states in 
1997, it said. 

Imports of liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) 
soared by 17.9 per cent to 
S3 .3 billion and constitut- 
ed 81 per cent of total 
Japanese LPG imports. 


Proposed Kuwaiti law could postpone 
new investment abroad — report 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 
is proposing a law that 
could postpone injection 
of fresh cash into the 
Gulf oil nation's fund for 
investment abroad, 

according to a draft mea- 
sure obtained by Reuters 
Sunday. 

A decree from the emir 
has been forwarded to 
Kuwait's parliament for 
approval. It calls for 
introducing a clause to 
the law regulating injec- 
tion of funds into a for- 
eign investment nest egg. 

Kuwait Investment 
Authority ( KIA ». the state 


investment arm. runs a 
foreign investment fund 
valued at more than S45 
billion. By law. 10 per 
cent of total state income 
is deposited with KIA. 
which invests it abroad. 

According to the new 
law. the government pro- 
poses to withhold injec- 
tion of new funds into the 
foreign portfolio in fiscal 
years which record bud- 
get deficits. 

But the state w'ould be 
obliged to reinject the 
allocated 1 0 per cent, and 
any funds withdrawn to 
cover budgex deficits, in 


years of surplus. 

In January. Kuwait said 
it had injected 439.1 mil- 
lion dinars (SI. 44 billion) 
of the 1996/97 budget 
surplus of 502.3 million 
dinars into the KIA-man- 
aged fund. 

A 4.21 billion dinar 
1996/97 (June-July) bud- 
get projected a net deficit 
of 1.21 billion dinars but 
a surplus was recorded 
for the first time in 15 
years, mainly due to 
higher world oil prices 
and a cut in spending. 


Parliament approved a 
4.378 billion dinar bud- 
get for 1997/98 with a 
projected net deficit of 
i.274 billion dinars. 

Kuwait saw its foreign 
holdings shrink to about 
S35 billion from over 
SI 00 billion, drawing 
funds from the KlA-run 
nest egg to pay for the 
1991 Gulf war and relat- 
ed reconstruction after 
Iraq's seven-month occu- 
pation was ended by a 
multinational military 
alliance. 


VACANT JOBS 

1. For a marketing manager with a degree in Marketing 
and 2 years experience, and able to lead a sales team. 
Good command of English language and of using com- 
puter programmes specially Excel is required. 

2. For a female secretary with a good command of 
English language and can use computer programmes 
specially Excel. 

Please send CV with a personal photo to: 
P.O. Box 184665 
Amman-11118, Jordan 
or 

Fax it to No. 5699667 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT IN UM UTHEINA 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, L-shaped sit- 
ting room and dining room, deluxe furniture, sepa- 
rate telephone. 

For further information please call 5510794, 4924949 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

An American International Publisher seeks to employ a 
native speaker of English, holding a BA or Master Degree 
with teaching experience, to promote its publications in pri- 
vate schools and universities in Jordan. 

Please contact: 

Petra International Publishers, 

Phone No. 5685827 or Fax: 5685819 


OFFICES FOR RENT 

Located in Jabal Weibdeh, near Khalaf 
Supermarket. Office space ranges between 
75 sq. m. to 150 sq. m. 

For more information call 4639999 


A FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

I Area: 220 sq.m., second floor apartment Consisting of 
I three bedrooms, two bathrooms, guest room, spacious 
iiving room, veranda, independent central heating, 
| telephone, maid room, modern equipped kitchen and 
luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel.: 5665711 — Fax: 5664256 


SECRETARIAL POSITION AVAILABLE 

An International Company with a regional office in Amman 
is looking for a 

Secretary/Telephone Operator 

Knowledge of English and Arabic is a must, typing in both 
languages, computer knowledge helps. 

Please mail CV with phone number to: 

Attn. The Manager, 

P.O. Box 815409, Amman-11180. 
Please indicate salary expectations. 


Job Opportunity for an 


Experienced Executive Secretary 


A law office with substantial international exposure is seeking 
to employ an executive secretary with the following qualifications; 

1- Excellent Arabic & English communication skills. 

2- Excellent Arabic & English typing and word pro- 
cessing skills. 

3- Practical experience as an executive secretary of 
not less than 5 years. 

4- Filing skills. 

5- Willingness to work mornings and afternoons. 

If you find yourself qualified to meet the 
above requirements send us a detailed resume 
in English to the following address : 

[RS 3 P.O. Box 35267 <=3£T1 

Amman 11180 

Pay will be relative to experience and ability 


^^^klMNMARKETPLA CE *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJANI JEWELLERS. "A Symphony of Style 


?f Amra Forum Hotel. Phone 

.Amman -Cairo -Rio 5527118 



Jluebird 

^To li rs 


Provides: 
Complete services 
for foreign visitors 
transportation in 
A/C car - bus 
multilingual drivers 
escort - sightseeing 

For more Information 
please call 5684734 
E-mail: 

bluebird ©go .com. jo 


IQOBirefOtTHiPH^iWCy 

FRESH PORK 
CUTS 

At Competitive Prices 

Come to the Pioneers; 

AL- FUHA1S FRESH PORK SHOP 
Near the Baccalaunai School 
Tel.: 720459 


| Uil 


JD3 /Kgj (JD 4 /Kg' 



Call Us Now 
5510427 / 8-9 




JrouAJLodsme 


L’olmer Restaurant 

i ft 

Abdoun 5929564 



tfriallty. Serviced Sates 

★One & Twp Bedrooms Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Lons Stay ^Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 
| Tel.: 5692672 -Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : CRYSTAL® fio.eom.jo 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5667171 EXT. 223 

OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 










































































Real Quiet captures 
124th Kentucky Derby 


LOUISVILLE (AFP) — 
Real Quier made a lot of 
noise down the stretch, hold- 
ing off hairi-chaiging Victory 
Gallop to win the 124th 
Kentucky Derby Saturday 
and give trainer Bob Baffert 
his second straight Derby tri- 
umph. 

Ridden by Kent 
Desormeaux, the California- 
bred colt, nicknamed ‘the 
Fish" because. Baffert says, 
he looks better from the side 
than head-on. won for the 
third time in 13 career starts. 

His last win was in the 
Hollywood Futurity as a 
two-year-old in December. 

Real Quier covered the 1 
1/4 miles in 2:02 1/5. Victory 
Gallop, ridden by Alex Solis 
was second and Baffert- 
trained Indian Charlie, the 
pre-race favourite with Gary 
Stevens aboard, was third. 

“I asked him to move for- 
ward and he really started 
reaching for the wire,” 
Desormeaux said. “I was just 
hoping that nobody caught 
him. My first feeling was a 
feeling of shock. I wanted to 
laugh a little while then cry 
for a little while." 

Desormeaux. the leading 
rider at the recently conclud- 
ed Santa Anita meet, won the 
Derby for the first time. His 
best previous finish in the 
first jewel of the Triple 
Crown was third aboard 
Pleasant Tap in 1990. 

Old Trieste and Rock and 
Roll led ihe field of 15 
through the first quarter mile 
over a fast track in 22 2/5 
seconds and the half mile in a 
swift 45 4/5. 

Real Quier saved ground 
on the rail as three quarters 
went in 1:10. but as the field 
turned for home. 
Desormeaux guided him to 
the outside where he flew by 
stablemate Indian Charlie 
and set his sights on the tir- 
ijra jeader Old Trieste. 

Real Quiet bounded 

through: the stretch grabbing 
the lead at the 16th pole and 
survived a furious threat 
from Victory Gallop, to win 
by a half length. 

Real Quiet was coraiDg off 
second-place finishes in both 
the San Felipe Stakes and 
Santa Anita Derby. 

The victory made Baffert 
the sixth trainer in Derby his- 
tory to train back-to-back 
winners and second this 
decade. D. Wayke Lukas did 
it in 1995 with Thunder 
Gulch and in 1996 with 
Grindstone. 

“Coming around the turn I 
thought Indian Charlie was 
in the perfect spot," said 
Baffert- “Then I saw the Fish 
make his move and I thought 
... I couldn’t believe it. They 
were in the right place at the 
right time. I wanted them to 
run 1-2 so bad.” 

Baffert saddled last year's 
winner Silver Charm, who 
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The field of horses in the 124th run ning of the 
Kentucky Derby make the first turn at Churchill 
Downs in Louisville, Kentucky (Reuters photo) 
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Kent Desormeaux celebrates winning the 124th run- 
ning of the Kentucky Derby on Real Quiet at Churchill 
Downs. This is Desormeaux’s first Derby win (Reuters 
photo) 


he trained to the $4 million 
Dubai Cup earlier this year. 
Baffeit’s 1996 entrant. 
Cavonnier. was nosed out by 
Grindstone or he would have 
been gunning for his third 
straight Derby victory. 


Tt was emotional." Baffert 
said. "I never thought that 
after winning with Silver 
Charm that I would feel that 
kind of emotion again. But it 
gets better every time you 
win it." 


The 6th largest University in the U.K. offers the 
most sought after distance learning MBAs in: 


Gain a reputed 



FINANCE 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

MANAGEMENT 

MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 


GENERAL MANAGEMENT 



• Candidates are awarded the same 
qualifications as U.K.-based students. 


• Assignment-based studies support- 
ed by local mentors and University tutors. 


Sheffield Ha Ham University, 

P.O. Box 2184, Manama, State of Bahrain 
Tel: (+973) 224240, 224252, 224265 


flf Jtf* 1J TY If T7 • lei: i+e/*j 

Sheffield Hamm University ** ^ 


Fax on Demand: + 973 215897 (please call from 
a fax machine) 

Email: mcgbah@batelco.com.bh 
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Zeina 

Shaban 


joins 

national 


team in 


Cyprus 

tourney 


By Omar Karmi , 

Special to the 
Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Zeina 
Shaban ’s quest for 
world domination 
received a further 
boost this week, as 
she accompanies the 
national Jordanian 
table tennis team to 
Cyprus for the 
Under- 17 Cyprus 
International 
Tournament. 

Shaban. one of the 
Kingdom's most 
promising young ath- 
letes, has dominated 
the Under- 13 age 
group and has 
impressed fans and 
officials while com- 
peting against the 
Kingdom's longtime 
champions in open 
tournaments. 

Joining Lina 

Majdalawi and Hadil 
Awwad, the Cyprus 
tournament should 
provide a good 
chance for the 
Jordanian girls to 
assess their standard 
against fellow Arab 
participants. Syria 
and Lebanon ahead 
of the next Pan-Arab 
Games held in 
Jordan. 

As well as host- . 
nation Cyprus, world 
No. 20, Greece, will 
also take part in the 
tournament. 

Shaban will also 
accompany the 
national team to 
Moscow in mid-July, 
for the Under- 17 
World 

Championships, as a 
busy summer sched- 
ule commences in 
preparation for the 
9th Pan-Arab Games 
scheduled for July 
1999. 

August will see the 
Jordanian table tennis 
players in action in 
Casablanca in 

Morocco for the Arab 
Table Tennis 

Championships, and 
in late September 
comes the big one: 
the World 

Championships in 
Osaka. Japan, before 
which the national 
team will spend two 
weeks at a training 
camp in Taipei. 



Spectacular.. 
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4 th Level 


Tel. 5863945 
OK 5699672 
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Kaiserslautern enter Bundesliga histoiy bo 


COLOGNE (AFP) — Two years after 
the most bitter moment in 
Kaiserslautern's history, die club cele- 
brated its sweetest on Saturday by 
winning the German championship 
with a 4-0 victory over Wolfsburg. 

Never before has a club enjoyed 
such a fairytale turnaround. 

Relegated from the Bundesliga on 
the last day of the 1996 season, 
Kaiserslautern kept their squad largely 
intact and fought their way straight 
back into the top flight. 

They then laid the groundwork for 
this stunning title win by beating the 
reigning champions Bayern Munich 
on the opening day of this season. 

Bayern stuck doggedly to 
Kaiserslautern’s heels but finally 
capitulated Saturday with a listless 
display in Duisburg, where a goalless 
draw ended their interest in the title 


who is best remembered as the man 
who scored the penalty which 
crowned Germany as 1990 world 
champions. 

Brehme did not play Saturday, as has 
been the case for most of (he season, 
but Rehhagel offered him any position 
on the field next week against 
Hamburg in the final game of the sea- 


race. 

As Kaiserslautern slammed their 
four goals past Wolsburg, including a 
pair by Olaf Marschali either side of 
the break. Bayern struggled and even- 
tually ran out of puff. 

The title is especially sweet for 
Kaiserslautern coach Otto Rehhagel 
because Bayern sacked him after only 
10 months in the hot seat two years 
ago. 

“In the last few weeks it was like in 
an 800-metre race when you are in the 
final straight and you ask yourself, 
‘can I do it. can’t I do it?',” said 
Rehagel, twice a championship-win- 
ning coach at Werder Bremen. 

“At the end I was pretty sure we 
could. I told the boys that as long as 
we control our own destiny and don’t 
have to rely on other teams' results we 
can do it.” 

He particularly thanked veterans 
Miroslav Kadlec, the only remaining 
player from Kaiseriautem's last title 
win in 1991, and Andreas Brehme, 


Giovanni Trapattoni will now leave 
Bayern Munich after two seasons with 
the record of one title and one runners- 
up. He can add to that next month 
when Bayern play Duisburg again in 
the final of the German Cup, a chance 
to make up for Saturday’s disappoint- 
ment. 

“We were very lethargic today. I had 
the feeling we didn't want to win. 
Maybe were already convinced that 
the championship was lost and in 
Kaiserslautern’s hands,” Trapattoni 
explained. 

He congratulated Kaiserslautern for 
a well-deserved title win, but also 
reflected on the difficulty he had in 
adapting to the German manner of 
playing football. 

‘Tt was difficult for me throughout 
the season to keep the players’ minds 
on the job, unlike at other clubs I have 
coached,” the Italian ‘maestro’ said. 

“The Germans have a different men- 
tality. After ail, we are still second. 
Strong teams like Leverkusen and 
Schalke and Stuttgart were our tough- 
est opponents last season. But in this 
season they all dropped away after a 
certain point. That is not the case at 
home in Italy. 

“There, teams tend to stay at the 
same level. But every country has it 
own characteristics.” 

Elsewhere, 35 years of first class 
football in Cologne appeared to have 
come to an end as the Rhineland club 
suffered their fifth consecutive defeat. 


2-1 in the drizzle at tailende^ 
Bielefeld. 

Only a miracle 
who. until now, have never 
gated. 

All looked well when' 
Munteanu put them ahead iir 
minute but two goals after tb^ 
ex-Cologne forward Uwe Fi 
ly sank his former employers 

Despite the win, Bielefeld's 1 ! 
tion was also sealed Sato 
rivals Borussia Moenchen, 

5-2 win over Hansa R 
Karlsruhe's 4-2 victory 
Stuttgart. 

“We know how Uwe Fuchs p 
trained with us and played for 
we let him take us apart w 
goals. After that of course we 
four or five 100 percent chanced 
own too." said devastated Colo 
striker Toni Polster. . . 

He added the disappointment was so 
deep he may end bis football cares 
after playing for Austria this summer 
ar the World Cup. 

“I'm sorry for Cologne, I will keep 
my fingers crossed for them,” Fuchs 
shrugged as he realised what he had 
done to his old team. ' v 

Bayer Leverkusen’s 31 game 
unbeaten streak at home came unstuck 
when Hertha Berlin beat them 1-0 
after a second half penalty by Kjetfl- 
Andre Rekdal. 

Schalke 04 played the last half hour 
with only nine men after Marco Knrz 
and Jiri Nemec were sent off within a 
matter of minutes as they lost 1-0 to 
i860 Munich. 

Werder Bremen, who were hovering 
near the bottom early in the season, 
beat Bochum 1-0 Saturday through 
Yuri Maximov’s late goal and jumped 
to fourth. 



Hingis in 


Hamburg 


Agassi and Enqvist brave 
weather for semi-final wins 


final 


HAMBURG ( AP) — Top- 
ranked Martina Hingis 
cruised into the final of the 
German Grand Prix on 
• Saturday and wril meet sec- 
ond-seeded Jana .Novotna 
for the clay -court title." 

Hingis took just 51 min- 
utes to dispatch Barbara 
Schett 6-2, 6-2. 

Novotna prevented a 
final showdown between 
two Swiss teen-agers when 
she rallied to beat Patty 
Schnyder 2-6, 7-5, 6-3. 

Schnyder, 19. troubled 
the experienced Czech 
with her clever game that 
combined deft passing 
shots and powerful ground 
strokes. 

After a rain delay of 
about 35 minutes. 
Schnyder broke Novotna's 
serve and won four games 
in a row to wrap up the first 
seL 

Novoma broke Schnyder 
to serve for the second set 
but could not hold. She 
broke again for a 6-5 lead 
and then served out the sec- 
ond set to even the score. A 
key break in the seventh 
game of the third gave her 
the match. 

Hingis. 17. dominated 
her Austrian opponent, 
who is ranked No. 34 in the 
world. 

She brought her record 
for the year to 24-3. Hingis 
is seeking her third title of 
the year, after winning the 
Australian Open and in 
Indian Wells. 

“I was surprised by how 
much top spin she was 
using in her game.” Hingis 
said. “It was good not to 
stay out there too long.” 

“But I started playing 
faster and I started moving 
her a lot. I really have no 
problems on any surface. 
She began making a lot of 
mistakes at the end.” 
Hingis said. 

In the recent Fed Cup tie 
between Switzerland and 
the Czech Republic, Hingis 
beat Novotna in three sets. 


MUNICH i AFP) — Andre 
Agassi waited through 
nearly five hours of rain 
delays before getting on 
court but then fought 
through comfortably 
Saturday for a place in the 
final of the S5S5.000 BMW 


• upen. 

The eighth-seeded 

American overcame heavy, 
chilly conditions following 
an afternoon of bad weather 
to defeat Spanish World No. 
54 clay courier GaJo Blanco 
6-4, 6-4 in their semi-final. 

Agassi. 20th on the com- 
puter and winner of two 
titles this year, has the best 
win-loss record of 1998 on 
the ATP Tour. He played 
attacking tennis against 
Blanco in the pair’s first 
meeting. The American 
winner will compete for the 
title on Sunday afternoon 
against seventh seed 
Thomas Enqvist. 

He won an all-Swedish 
struggle 6-3, 6-4 over com- 
patriot Magnus Gustafsson. 
The pair of semi-finals at 
the Iphitos club looked until 
the last minute like being 
postponed to Sunday morn- 
ing. It was only in late 
afternoon that the skies 
cleared enough for both 
matches to get on court 
simultaneously. 

“We've had every kind of 
condition this week.” said 
Agassi. “When it rained on 
Tuesday, the court was 
almost like mud. It was 
heavy again today. 

“It’s tough on your prepa- 
ration. You train a certain 
way and suddenly it’s dif- 
ferent during the match.” 

“My form is improving, 
but I can still improve. I 
don’t want to expect too 
much, though. Getting into 
the final shows that my 
preparation is on course for 
the French Open.” 

World No. 21 Enqvist has 
never done well on clay but 
has shown surprising form 
this week in Munich. 
Gustafsson, 3 1 st on the ATP 
Tour computer, won the 
tournament in 1991 and at 
31 already owns a trophy in 
1998. 



Andre Agassi returns a ball to Galo Blanco from Spain 
during their semifinal match at the BMW Open in 
Munich. Agassi won the match 6-4 6-4 (Reuters photo) 


Agassi has been particu- 
larly keen to play as many 
matches as possible, given 
that the fast Munich clay 
most approximates the 
faster surface to be found at 
Roland Garros. 

Agassi, who turned 28 
this week in the Bavarian 
capital, knocked out second 
seed Jonas Bjorkman to 
reach the semi-final as his 
199S comeback to form 
continued. Spain's Blanco 
won a quarter-final match 
which dragged for nearly 
three hours before beating 
Thomas NydahJ of Sweden 
on Friday but was not given 
the luxury of much time on 
court by the eager Agassi. 

Agassi broke early in the 
first set against Blanco, a 
baseliner who was in his 
element on the clay made 
slow by moisture. Another 
break in the second sealed 
the trip to the title match. 

The defeat was Blanco’s 


second in a semi-final after 
losing in 1997 at Marbella 
to compatriot Albert Costa. 
Agassi will be playing in his 
fourth final of 1998 out of 
seven events this year. He 
won in San Jose and 
Scottsdale while losing in 
the Mercedes ’Super 9 in 
Key Biscayne to Marcelo 
Rios a month ago. 

The two-time French 
Open finalist is playing in 
his first European claycourt 
final since 1991 Roland 
Garros where he lost to Jim 
Courier. 


Agassi's last semi-final on 
clay was Atlanta in May, 
1995. against Michael 
Chang. Enqvist beat 
Gustafsson for the fifth time 
in his career against just 
two losses. The Swedish 
winner had a disappointing 
1997, finishing outside the 
Top 10 for first rinse in two 
years due to injuries. 
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Robert De Niro & 
Sharon Stone ... in 


Yusra & Ilham 
Shahin ... in 


PLAZA 


EMA TEL367742Q 
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The biggest cinema production 


ABDOUN 


GAILERIAI^ 




ABDOUN 


CASINO 


DANTELLA 


(ARABIC 


TITANIC 


Kim Basinger ... in 

L.A CONFIDENTIAL 

Shows: 12:30, 3:00, 6:30, S:15. 10:43 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:00. 9:00 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:00, 3:00, 7:00, 
10-30 p.m. 


ISMAILIA RAYEH GAI 
-KAMANANA 

Shows: 3 JO, 6:15, S:30, 10:30 


TITANIC 

& 

One of Walt Disney* 
best movies 


GRAND OPENING 


TITANIC 


FLUBBER 


SCREAM 2 


STARING APRIL STH 
Don't Laugh Please 
We're Jordanian - 

Starring Hisham Yanes f Anud- 
Dabbas, Rank Kurdi and the group 


at 8:30 pjn. 

For TCsemtions call: 4640153, 46251B 
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Al Salt’s Qa'ed Daradkeh goes up for a shot against A1 Ahli’s defence in the Cup 
Winner s Cup (photo by Abdullah Ayvoub) 

Ahli beat Salt in OT to win 
handball’s Cup Winners’ Cup 
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brave 
il wins 


By Roof an Nahhas and Khaled Harb 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Handball League Champions 
Al Ahli regained the Cup Winners' Cup title 
after beating Jordan Cup Champions Al Salt 
34-32 in overtime Saturday marking the 
beginning of the 1998 season. 

Al Ahli fonghr bravely all through the 
match without their injured captain 
Mohammed Taha. 

Ismael Bani Hani and Samer Hamarsheh 
were the winning ticket for the team who 
pressured their opponents in the first half 
ending it with a 15-9 lead. 

Meanwhile, Al Salt seemed to lose their 
concentration and lost possession man y 
times, while their attacks were stopped by 
Al Ahli’s solid defence. 


A dramatic second half for Al Ahli could 
have ended the match without resorting to 
overtime. 

AJ Ahli look advantage of Al Sail’s scat- 
tered defence before the latter awoke and 
started to battle Al Ahli’s defence. 

The last minute witnessed Al Salt’s deter- 
mination to stay in contention with one 
point needed for a tie at 28-27. 

With seconds to go, Al Salt’s Iraqi player 
Amar Abed Al Jabar scored taking the 
match into overtime. 

The two teams gave it all they had in the 
overtime with Al Ahli concentrating more 
on defence. 

Al Salt thus conceded the title back to Al 
Ahli who won 34-32. 


SCOREBOARD 
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Sampras to face Stoltenberg 
in AT&T Challenge final 
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DULUTH, Georgia (AP) 
— Top seed Pete Sampras 
cruised into the final -of the 
5315,000 AT and T 
Challenge with a 7-6 ( 8 - 6 ), 
6-3 victory over Alex 
Calatrava of Spain. 

Tbe World’s No. I player, 
seeking just his third career 
title on clay, will meet sec- 
ond seed Jason Stoltenberg 
of Australia in Sunday’s 
championship match. 

Stoltenberg, a finalist 
here last year, was a 6 - 2 , 6 - 
4 winner over Romania's 
Andrei Pavel on Saturday. 

Sampras' solid and 
aggressive 'play Saturday 
contrasted sharply with his 
matches earlier this week, 
when he struggled to find 
*ythm on his serves and 
gmundstrokes in cold, 
damp conditions. 

On a court finally dried 
after days of rain and 
clouds, however, the first 
set played like a serving 
duel. The lanky Calatrava, 


who battled through three 
qualifying matches and 
three in the main draw, 
served seven aces while 
Sampras countered with 
eight. 

After neither player 
dropped serve, Sampras 
roared to a 4-0 lead in the 
tiebreaker. Calatrava bat- 
tled to 5-all and then saved 
a set point at 5-6 when 
Sampras' backhand flew 
deep. The Spaniard’s miss 
on an easy forehand on the 
next point, however, gave 
Sampras another set point 
at 7-6 and he won the set 
with a serve-and-volley 
point 

The second set featured 
more baseline rallies. 
Sampras, looking ever 
more confident played 
more consistently to force 
Calatrava into mistakes. 
Sampras broke the 
Spaniard in the fourth game 
to go up 3-1 and nearly 
broke serve again for the 


match at 5-2. 

Stoltenberg. a top 100 
player for eight of his 13 
years on tour, came up with 
more solutions than Pavel 
to strong, swirling wind. 

Playing calmly while dy- 
ing to ger to the net as often 
as possible, Stoltenberg 
broke the 24-year-old Pavel 
to take a 4-2 lead in the first 
set. then broke again in the 
eighth game to take the set 

Stoltenberg broke in the 
fourth game of the second 
set 10 lead 3-1 and was 
serving for the match at 5- 
3. Pavel broke serve, only 
to lose his own in the next 
game. 



FOR RENT IN AL-RABIA 

Furnished or Unfurnished or Semi-furnished 
Apartment 

Luxury complete 1st floor, 400 sq.m. 

2) Ground floor, 3 bedrooms. 

, Telephone 551 01 07 




Furnished Flat For Rent 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, sitting, living and dining rooms, 
with separate heating -and telephone. Located in a build- 
ing of 3 flats only, each In one floor, near Medina Street. 

Please call 5346162- 

N.B. A Furnished Villa at the 7th Circle is also 
available for rent 


ATTN: ACTUAL 

USERS/IMPORTERS/INDENTERS 


We are in a position to supply Vinyl 
Acetate Monomer and other 
regular basis 


on 


Solvents 
drums. 

Interested parties please con- 
tact Mr. Hussain Tahir, 

Tel. No. 9714-347666, 

Fax No. 9714-345726, 
Mobile: 97150-6510715 
or Mr. Issa Aref, 
Tel/Fax: 5333607, 
Mobile: 962-7964048. 
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PSG too 
strong 
for Lens 


PARIS tAFPj — Paris Saint 
Germain proved too strong 
for Lots in the French Cup 
final on Saturday as goals in 
either half from Brazilian 
skipper Rai and Marco 
Simone saw off the league 
leaders in a 2-1 win. 

Vladimir Smicer's S3rd- 
minute reply seL up a barn- 
storming finish, with Smicer 
going close again only to be 
foiled by a fine block from 
point blank range by PSG 
keeper Vincent Fernandez. 

It was a cruel blow to Lens, 
who are on the verge of glory 
in the league which they can 
wrap up next week, but who 
had been set to claim an his- 
toric double after never hav- 
ing previously won any major 
honours in their 92-year histo- 
D'- 

In the event, after a bright 
stan at the Siade de France, 
where Fernandez saved 
PSG's skins with brilliant 
stops from Mickael Debeve 
on 16 minutes and then the 
effervescent Smicer, Lens 
saw their dreams swim out of 
focus. 

And it was trans-Atlantic 
globetrotter Rai who finally 
broke the deadlock in the 25th 
minute to set PSG on the way 
to their fifth triumph in the 
competition. 

Rai had been expected to 
start on the bench having only 
arrived back in France on 
Friday having played in 
Brazil’s home defeat by 
Argentina on Wednesday in 
Rio. 

Florian Maurice, recently 
linked with Marseille, 
whipped over a looping cross 
from the right and Rai, who is 
returning to Sao Paulo at the 
end of the season, leaped like 
a salmon to flick a majestic 
header into the far comer. 

That sparked the Parisians 
and they, began toknock the 
ball around ' with increasing' 
confidence. ... , 

Lens did try manfully to 
force their way back and 
Didier Dorai was booked for 
climbing all over the danger- 
ous Smicer, who then headed 
well over. 

Marc Vivien Foe, wanted 
by Manchester United, also 
strove to push his teammates 
forward but Lens appeared to 
have lost their self-belief. 

After the break, it was PSG 
who were able top step up yet 
another gear and Simone 
skated through the left chan- 
nel into the box on 53 minutes 
to drill home a killer second 
goal which visibly broke 
Lens' spirits. 

Smicer pulled one back 
from close range in tbe 83rd 
minute and then ran into the 
brick wall of Fernandez with 
a final chance at the end of a 
mazy run down the right, but 
time was already running out 
on him and his teammates. 

Paris Saint Germain thus 
gave outgoing Brazilian 
coach Ricardo a domestic cup 
double as they beat Bordeaux 
to lift the league cup. 

And it was a fitting end to 
the reign of PSG’s outgoing 
chief Michel Denisot. who 
hands the presidential reins to 
Charles Bieny, the current 
head of French satellite sta- 
tion Canal Plus, at the end of 
the season having won a 
league tide, two French Cups, 
two League Cups and a 
European Cup Winners' Cup 
in his seven years in charge. 


Graf withdraws from French Open, 
sees end of career approaching 


HAMBURG < AP) — — .After puiiins out 
of the upcoming three big tennis tour- 
naments, Steffi Graf says she could be 
approaching the end of her illustrious 
career. 

The former No. I in the world with- 
drew over the weekend from the 
Italian. German and French Opens, the 
three major events of the day-coun 
season, because of an ankle injury suf- 
fered in practice. 

*Tve come to the point where I can 
see clearly the end of my career 
because I have the feeling thai I am nor 
making any progress," Graf was quot- 
ed as saying in an interview with the 
German magazine Focus. 

"I will prepare carefully for the next 
anempt. But if I can’t establish any 
continuity in my practice or tourna- 
ment schedule, I will give up." she 
was quoted as saying. 

“I've had enough of turning in cir- 
cles," Graf said. ~ 

The magazine, which comes out 
Monday, was made available to the 
media on Sunday. 

Graf's latest medical problem is 
periostitis, an inflammation of the 
membrane covering the bone in her 
right ankle. 


Seattle 
advance 
in 5th 


“I've been going up and down con- 
stantly for the past two years,*’ she 
said. “Every time J struggle to reach 
my old form after an injury 1 , another 
injury throw s me back into Lhe role of 
a patient. ’" 

“I can’t lei my life be governed by 
therapies and treatments. There can't 
be any new injuries." Graf said. 

Graf had been sidelined since March 
with a left hamstring injury suffered 
during a semifinal match against 
Lindsay Davenport at Indian Wells. 

Thar was just Graf's second tourna- 
ment in nine months. The German, 
who has dominated women's tennis 
over the past decade, has been 
attempting a comeback since undergo- 
ing reconstructive surgery on her left 
knee after last year's French Open. 

Graf said her dream was to “play 
once more a good tournament in 
Wimbledon, eat a bow l of strawberries 
and then say adieu to tennis." 

Graf has won 103 titles, 21 of them 
Grand Slams. She's won Wimbledon 
seven times, five times each the 
French and U.S. Opens, and four times 
the Australian Open. 

The German held the No. 1 ranking 
for 377 w eeks, longer than any other 


player. 

In 1 988, she completed a rare Grand 
Slam by winning titles at all four 
major tournaments and than made it a 
golden Slam by adding the Olympic 
gold medal in Seoul. South Korea. 

Her last tournament victory was in 
may 1997 in Strasbourg, France. 

Graf has slipped to No. 33 in the 
world rankings. The top spot is how 
held by Martina Hingis, the 17-year- 
old Swiss prodigy. 

The latest blow to Graf’s comeback 
hopes came in a week in which she 
had some rare good news — her father 
and former manager Peter was 
released from prison after serving part 
of his tax evasion sentence. 

The German Tennis Federation is 
reportedly ready to offer Graf several 
job possibilities, including the post of 
Fed Cup chief. But Graf' told Focus 
she may prefer to work with junior 
players. 

Together with Boris Becker, Graf 
triggered a tennis boom in Germany in 
the past decade. Becker, now a pan- 
time players, is the country's Davis 
Cup team chief. 


game 


SEATTLE (AFP) — The 
experience of Gary' Payton 
and the Seattle SuperSonics 
was too much for the exu- 
berance of Kevin Garnett, 
Stephen Marbury and the 
Minnesota Timberwolves. 

Again pushed to a deci- 
sive fifth game in their 
National Basketball 

.Association first-round 
series, the SuperSonics 
overcame an early 12 -point 
deficit, and blew’ past the 
Timberwolves 97-84 to 
reach the Western 
Conference semi-finals. 

Payton scored 29 points, 
including 11 in the third 
quarter, when the Sonics 
took the lead for good. With 
his team again on the verge 
of early elimination, the AJ1- 
Star guard showed leader- 
ship and poise that the 
young Timberwolves could 
not match. 

Garnett and Marbury 
scored just seven points 
apiece. Appearing emotion- 
ally drained, Garnett was 
held scoreless in the second 
half and committed 10 
turnovers overall. Marbury 
again could not solve the 
defence of Hersey Hawkins, 
shooting just 2 -of - 10 from 
the field. 

Hawkins scored 24 points, 
including his own three- 
point barrage to open the 
second half and give Seattle 
control. He added nine 
points in the fourth quarter, 
when the Sonics made all 
12 of their free throws and 
finally put away the pesky 
Timberwolves. 



Seattle SuperSonics Detlef Schremp ( R l looks to call time as lie tries to retain posse- 
sion of a loose ball while Minnesota Timberwolves Kevin Garnett (L) tries to take 
away the ball, during their NBA playoff game at the Key Arena. The Sonics* 97-84 win 
over the Timberwolves in the best-of-five series clinches their berth for a second 
round playoff series against the Los Angeles Lakers (Reuters photo) 


In the next round, the 
Sonics will face the Los 
Angeles Lakers, a best-of- 
seven series that starts on 
Monday. 

The Chicago Bulls launch 
the second round on 
Sunday, when they open 
their best-of-seven Easiem 
Conferenc semi-final series 
against Charlotte. 

Chari one advanced to the 
conference semi-finals for 
the first time in five years 
on Friday with a 3-1 series 
victory ov er Atlanta. 

The Bulls, seeking their 
sixth tide in eight years and 
perhaps the last of superstar 
Michael Jordan's career, 
were the only team to sweep 
their first round series 3-0 
— against the New Jersey 
Nets.” 

Two first-round series will 
also be completed on 
Sunday, one in the East and 
one in the West 


The Utah Jazz, trying to 
get back to the NBA Finals 
for the second year in a row. 
host the Houston Rockets in 
Salt Lake City. 

The Jazz, the top seeds in 
the Western Conference, 
clawed their way back to 2 - 
2 with a win in Houston on 
Friday. 

As well as home court 
advantage, the Jazz will 
benefit from the absence of 
Houston star forward 
Charles Barkely. who suf- 
fered a tom triceps muscle 
in the Game Four defeat. 

Before the injury. Barkley 
scored eight points in nine 
minutes. helping the 
Rockets to a 28- 1 8 lead. But 
Houston was a different 
team without him. manag- 
ing just 43 points as it tied 
the worst offensive playoff 
performance in franchise 
history. 

The Miami Heat and New 


York Knicks square off in 
Miami, both teams stung by 
suspensions in the wake of 
the sily slug-fest that broke 
out at the end of Game Four 
in New York on Thursday. 

Miami center Alonzo 
Mourning and New York 
forw ard Larry Johnson were 
both banned for two games 
after swinging — ineffectu- 
ally — at each other with 
just 1.4 seconds left in 
Thursday's game. 

New York will also be 
without forward Chris 
Mills, who was suspended 
one game for coming off the 
bench during Lhe incident. 

The debacle is almost a 
carbon copy of last year's 
postseason meeting 

between these teams, when 
a bench-clearing brawl in 
Game Five of their Eastern 
Conference semifinals 

series led to multiple sus- 
pensions for the Knicks. 



FOR RENT/SHMEISANI 

Duplex (unfurnished) Semi-villa vjithin building 


2 floors. Consists of 3 master bedrooms, 5 bathrooms, 
1 krtchen/1 kitchenette, fireplace, large salons and ter- 
races with grill stand, housekeeper room, 
private entrance/garage, elevator & telephone line. 

Interested please call 5605838 


A big Saudi company has VACANCIES 
for 

A. Senior Electrical Engineer — 2 Nos. 

Experience: Min. 5 years as a Project Manager with 
good knowledge in technical matters 
related to execution of job listed below: 

(A) High Voltage Underground Power Cable 
Range: 66 kv up to 132 kv 
or 

(B) Overhead Transmission Line 
Range: 110 kv upto 380 kv 
B. Senior Electro/Mechanical Engineer — 2 Nos 
Experience: Min. 5 years as Project Manager for huge 
pumping station, with good knowledge in project man- 
agement and maintenance of similar projects. 

4 All candidates should have good command over 
English language and should mention their contact No. 
in their CVs. 

* All candidates should send their CVs either to 
Fax No. 5532324 - Amman 
Attn. Mr. Marwan 
or 

Fax No. 966(1)4028213 - Riyadh 
Attn. Mr. Omar 



Bam 

flamida 


BANI HAMIDA IS MOVING! 
(Just next door) 

Starting May 1st, Bani Hamida products 
can be found at 

The Jordan River Designs Showroom 

Open daily from 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Fridays & official holidays from 
1 1 :00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Location; Jabal Amman, 1st Circle, off 
Rainbow St. 

Tel. # 962-6-4613081/2 
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Gore, Mubarak appeal for 
success at London meetings 


CAIRO (AFP) — US. Vice 
President A 1 Gore and 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak appealed on Sunday 
for the success of U.S.-spon- 
sored Israeli-Palestinian peace 
talks in London. 

"We in the United States 
believe very strongly that a 
successful conclusion to calks 
in London tomorrow... will be 
very much in die best interest 
of Israel, the Pales tinians and 
the region as a whole," Ml 
G ore told reporters. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright is sched- 
uled to meet separately in 
London on Monday with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
.Arafat 

Mr. Gore, speaking after 
talks with Mr. Mubarak, 
stressed that successful 
London talks "would provide a 
wonderful springboard to see 
renewed progress'" on the 
Syriar^Lebanon peace track 
with Israel which has been 
stuck since 1996. 

And he agreed with Ml 
M ubarak that Israeli and 
Palestinian negotiators should 
seize this “strategic, extraordi- 
nary opportunity" or face the 
consequences. 

“The stage is set for progress 
in these discussions that would 
have significant leverage over 
the future of the entire region.” 
Mr. Gore said at a joint press 
conference with the Egyptian 
leader. 

Ml Mubarak expressed 
“fear” that failure by Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat to 


accept a U.S. compromise 
solution aimed at ending 15 
months of stalemate “will lead 
to much more complications in 
the future.” 

Mr. Arafat who arrived in 
Cairo on Sunday for last 
minute consultations with Mr. 
Mubarak before beading for 
London, has accepted the U.S. 
proposal railing on Israel to 
withdraw from 13 per cent of 
the West Bank, but it has been 
rejected by Ml Netanyahu, 
who wants only a nine percent 
pullout. 

“We’ll wait for the 
Palestinians to say tbeir word 
because they have to decide, 
they have to accept or to refuse 
what is being proposed for 
them,” Ml Mubarak said 
before going into talks with he 
Palestinian leaden 

Mr. Mubarak stressed that if 
the Util offer were accepted it 
should be followed by quick 
steps to ensure longterm suc- 
cess. 

“We hope that the London 
meeting will be a success 
because we fear what may fol- 
low after that,” said Mr. 
Mubarak. 

Ml Gore meanwhile also 
strongly defended his stop in 
Israel where he attended 50th 
anniversary celebrations of the 
Jewish state before coming 
here, saying it was not incon- 
sistent with ILS. relations with 
the Arab countries. 

“There is absolutely no 
inconsistency at all in feeling 
an historic friendship for Israel 
and feeling passionately feat it 
is in the best interest of haael 
and of our other friends in the 


region to have a successful 
conclusion in this peace 
process," Mr. Gere said. 

The U.S. vice president also 
announced that Cairo and 
Washington had started talks 
on a Trade and Investment 
Framework Agreement (TIFA) 
to boost ties as part of a 1994 
partnership to bolster econom- 
ic growth and development in 
Egypt 

Egyptian and U.S. officials 
also signed few bilateral 
accords to strengthen teal and 
environmental cooperation, 
support small businesses and 
education, officials said. 

Egypt is the second-largest 
recipient of U.S. aid after 
Israel and gets $2.1 billion 
annually from Washington 
including $815 million in civil- 
ian assistance and the rest in 
military aid. 

Egypt would like to increase 
the volume of its exports to (he 
United Stales and attract more 
U.S. investment 

Egypt has attracted $2 billion 
in direct, non-oil investment 
from the United States and 
would like to increase that by 
an additional $1 billion. 
Egyptian Prime Minister 
Kamal Ganzuri told the gov- 
ernment press this week. 

Egypt exported goods worth 
$700 milli on to the United 
States — its first trade partner 
— last year and would like to 
raise that to $1 billion by the 
year 2000. Mr. Ganzuri said. 

Ml Gore returns home late 
Sunday at the end of a tour 
which also took him to Saudi 
Arabia and the West Bank. 


Khartoum team set for Sudan 
peace negotiations in Nairobi 


KHARTOUM (AFP.) — 
Negotiators from Sudan's 
Islamist junta were flying from 
Khartoum to Nairobi on Sunday 
for talks with southern rebels, 
though a top official has warned 
people not to "expect too 
much." 

Sudanese President Omar El 
Beshirs security and defence 
council decided on Saturday 
night that its team for the session 
starting in Kenya on Monday 
would be led by Sudanese 
Foreign Minister Mustafa 
Osman Ismail the information 
ministry announced. 

Mr. Ismail will be accompa- 
nied by some 15 pro-Khartoum 
officials from both north and 
south Sudan, instructed to "go 
straight into discussion of issues 
on the agenda for reaching gen- 
uine solutions," a statement 
said. 

Last month, however, the 
deputy secretary general of the 
national congress formed by the 
junta, Ali A1 Haj Mohammad, 
stressed that people “should not 
expect too much of this round of 
talks." 

He said the scheduled three 
days were “too short to be able 
to discuss all the problems on 
the agenda.” Key issues are self- 
government in the south and 
deep-rooted opposition to strict 
Islamic law throughout Sudan. 

The status of the south is due 
eventually to go to a referen- 
dum. while Mr. Beshirs regime, 
which ousted elected politicians 
in 19S9. on Friday began a 
nationwide poll on a draft new 
constitution, which is controver- 
sial because of its vague provi- 
sions for free political parties. 

Partisans of a multiparty sys- 
tem charge that the ambiguous 
text provides only for freedoms 
within a broad Islamic frame- 
work, but Islamists take tie 
opposite view, saying the draft 
does not go far enough towards 


Sudanese university chief proposes 
compensating Egypt for property 


KHARTOUM (AFF) — Hie 
director of a Sudanese univer- 
sity on confiscated Egyptian 
educational property here said 
it was too hard to return the 
properly and Cairo should be 
compensated instead. 

‘It is now legally and practi- 
cally difficult to relinquish” the 
Two NDes University in 
Khartoum which Sudan set up 
on Cairo University’s 
Khartoum campus, confiscat- 
ed in 1993, Awad Hajj Ali said 
in remarks published Sunday 
in the official press. 

Sudan invested over half-o- 
millioQ dollars in a laboratory 

e nshrinin g an Islamist state. 

The junta had previously said 
Sudanese Fust Vice-President 
Osman Mohammad Taha 
would lead the talks with the 
Sudan People's liberation 
Army (SPLA), which has been 
fighting for 15 years in the 
mainly black south, where 
Christianity and traditional ani- 
raist beliefs prevail. 

The parley, under the auspices 
of the regional Inter-govern- 
mental Authority on Drought 
tlGAD), follows a round last 
November which was the first 
between Khartoum and Colonel 
John Garang’s SPLA for three 
years. 

Those talks broke off when 
the junta rejected a confedera- 
tion proposal made by the 
SPLA. 

The conflict has claimed at 
least one million lives, worsened 
famine in parts of Africa's 
largest country and displaced 
hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple. 

Mr. Beshirs peace advisor 
Adam Tahir Hemdoun said 
Khartoum's team would include 


for the university after the con- 
fiscation and renamed the 
school Two Niles University, 
Mr. Aii told A1 Anbaa newspa- 
per. 

In addition the country spent 
$2.8 million maintaining the 
university buildings since the 
takeover, he said, 

“All property and installa- 
tions have been registered in 
the nam e of A1 Nileien 
University [the Arabic name! 
and it has now become a legal 
institution.” he said. 

"Compensation is the legal 
and practical solution,” he 
added. 


five officials from the north and 
10 from the south. 

Mr. Ismail. Mr. Mohammad 
and Mr. Hemdoun are among 
the northerners, while southern- 
ers include former rebel leader 
Riek Machar, who has become 
assistant president and chairman 
of the South Sudanese 
Coordination Council, which 
gathers in other pro- Khartoum 
forces. 

The junta is supported by the 
National Islamic Front (NIF), 
formally banned like other par- 
ties, while in 1996 the SPLA 
linked up with mainly exiled 
northern dissidents to a National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA). 

The SPLA has said their side 
in Nairobi will be led by a senior 
official but nor Gorans*. 

Seven SPLA splinter-groups 
allied with Khartoum last year, 
but the southwest Bahr El 
Ghazal province force headed 
by Kerubino Kuanyen Bol re- 
defected back to the SPLA in 
January, along with its govern- 
ment arms, and Mr. Kerubino 
led an attack on the town of 
Wau. 



FIGHTING IN KOSOVO: An ethnic Albanian woman feeds Sunday her two-month-old niece Erbtina whose young 
parents were killed, along with another woman, when a Serbian mortar bomb slammed into the courtyard of their 

whir* nthnr nkiafivix mnrim Fip-htine flared in the Drenica region of Kosovo on 


family compound on Saturday while other relatives mourn. Fighting flared in the Drenica region 
Saturday and Sunday (Reuters photo) 


British hostages freed in 


Yemen, headed for Sanaa 


SANAA (AFP; — A British 
Council teacher and his 
family held hostage by 
Yemeni tribesmen since 
Apr. 16 were released on 
Sunday and headed for 
Sanaa, police sources said. 

They said David Mitchell, 
his wife Carolyn and their 
14-year-old son Ben were 
freed in the Dhamar region 
southeast of the Yemeni 
capital after a pledge that 
their demands would be 
met 

The pledge was delivered 
by Sheikh Neji A1 


Ruwishan. a tribal leader 
and prominent businessman 
sent by the government to 
mediate. He was escorting 
the hostages back to Sanaa. 

The British embassy had 
no immediate confirmation 
of the release. “We have no 
news that we can confirm at 
the moment.” David Pearce, 
the deputy head of mission, 
told AFP. 

The Mitchells were seized 
in an ambush on the road 
from the southern city of 
Aden to Sanaa, as they 
drove to the capital's airport 


for the wife and son to 
return to Britain after the 
Easter holidays. 

Mr. Mitchell, a 48-year- 
old head teacher at the 
British Council in Aden, 
and his family were taken to 
the remote mountain village 
of Quradh, close to Dhamar, 
some 160 km from Sanaa. 

The area was ringed by 
security forces. 

Yemeni authorities 

refrained from using force 
to avoid endangering the 
hostages* lives, while the 
British goverament_&aid_it. 


wanted the family released 
through peaceful means. 

The kidnappers from the 
Beni Dabiyan tribe, through 
tribal mediators, have 
reportedly been demanding 
government aid such as 
roads, schools and electrici- 
ty for their region. 

More than 100 foreigners 
have been abducted since 
1993 by Yemeni tribesmen. 
The hostages have been 
used as bargaining chips in 
disputes with the authori- 
ties, but treated as guests 
and released unharmed. 


Iran's 

Revolutionary 
Guards accuse 
press of distortion 


Algerian forces kill 23 rebels — paper 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's elite 
Revolutionary Guards on 
Sunday accused moderate 
newspapers of distorting recent 
comments by their commander 
Yahya Rahim Safari, who 
reportedly threatened to crack 
down on a wave of internal dis- 
sent and criticism. 

■‘What has been said in cer- 
tain newspapers and used by 
certain political currents to sen- 
sitise die atmosphere is a dis- 
torted and defective version of a 
secret and private conversation 
among the Guards commanders 
on security issues.” the 

Revolutionary Guards, or 

Pasdaran, said in a statement. 

Published in Kay ban newspa- 
per. it warned that the informar 
lion had been leaked "without 
due attention to the classified 
and security nature of the 
exchanges," which took place in 
the holy city of Qom. central 
Iran, last Monday. 

“It was maliciously forged 
with no regard to moral, legal 
and security considerations." 
the statement said, pledging to 
investigate the leak. 

Several moderate and leftist 
newspapers published Mr. 
Safari's alleged comments last 
week, in which be threatened to 
“root out anti-revolutionaries 
wherever they are." “We have to 
behead some and cut off the 
ton sues of others. 


PARIS (R) — Algerian troops 
have killed 23 members of a 
rebel bomb squad known as 
Attafjir (Wowing up) in a raid 
south of Algiers, an Algerian 
newspaper reported on 
Sunday. 

The French-language daily 
La Nouvelle Republique said 
troops tipped off by a rival 
Muslim group stormed the 
guerrillas' makeshift bomb- 
making workshop in the 
Boo gam area in Blida 
province. 50 kilometres south 
of .Algiers. 

The troops killed all 23 men 
in the workshop and recovered 
five Kalashnikov assault rifles, 
10 shot-guns and two bombs, 
the newspaper said 

It said the rebels were mem- 
bers of the Armed Islamic 
Group (G1A), .Algeria's most 
radical guerrilla faction. It did 


not say which rival faction 
tipped off the troops. 

GIA leader Hassan Hattab 
said in pamphlets plastered on 
walls in the streets of Algiers 
on Saturday that his followers 
would step up attacks on gov- 
ernment forces and on mem- 
bers of the Islamic Salvation 
Army (ALS), armed wing of 
the outlawed Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS). 

The GIA dismisses the ALS 
as a renegade group, saying it 
sold out on the Islamic cause 
w hen it declared a unilateral 
ceasefire last October. 

Bombs and booby-trapped 
cars have killed thousands of 
people in the violence pitting 
Muslim guerrillas against gov- 
ernment forces in the past six 
years. 

Two women and a six-year- 
old child were killed by a 


bomb cm Friday south of 
Algiers as they were praying at 
the tomb of a recently assassi- 
nated relative. 

Meanwhile, La Tribune 
newspaper said the deputy 
leader of the FIS, Ali Belhadj, 
had reportedly written a letter 
to rebels urging them to lay 
down weapons. 

Belhadj is detained at a secret 
location after being sentenced 
in 1992 by a miliary court to 
12 years imprisonment for 
urKiamining state security. 

"If the information over 
Belhadj 's letter telling rebels to 
end violence proves true, it 
would be the first time since 
the beginning of the violence 
that Belhadj had made such a 
call to end the killings,'' said La 
Tribune. 

The report could not imme- 
diately be confirmed. 


Holbrooke holds shuttle talks on Cyprus 


NICOSIA 1 AFP) — U.S. envoy 
Richard Holbrooke held shuttle 
talks with Cypriot leaders 
Sunday on the second day of his 
mission aimed at ending the 
division of the island, with 
sources saying tough bargaining 
was continuing. 

Before Sundays first round of 
talks with Turidsh-Cvpriot 
leader Rauf Denktash. Mr. 
Holbrooke declined to comment 
on the results of his previous 
day’s meetings. 

“I don't know, we will see,” 


U.S. President Bill Clintons 
Cyprus emissary told reporters. 

“Silence is golden.” Mr. 
Denkiash added. 

Following the one-hour meet- 
ing in Nicosia's Turkish-held 
sector Ml Holbrooke left for the 
Grcek-Cypriot-coatrolled part of 
tiie capital for 30 minutes of 
talks with Cyprus President 
Glafcos Clerides. 

The U.S. envoy said he would 
meet Ml Dericks again during 
the afternoon before crossing the 
U-N.-pairolled buffer zone 


dividing the island for a second 
round of discussions with Mr. 
Denktash. Diplomatic sources 
said Mr Holbrooke was work- 
ing hard to resolve the most 
touchy dispute, the Turirish- 
Cypriots’ representation in pro- 
posed future reunification talks. 

Mr. Denktash accused the 
Greek-Cypriots of intransigence 
on the issue of TurkisbCypriot 
representation aid suggested 
Ml Holbrooke may end his 
mediation on Monday if there is 
no progress. 


Albright remains pessimistic on eve of key Middle East talks 


LONDON (API — A pessimistic U.S. sec- 
retary of state meets the Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders Monday for what are 
billed as make or break talks to tty to revive 
the stalled Middle East peace process. 

The talks “are decisive for the future of the 
peace process.” the senior Palestinian repre- 
sentative in Britain, Afif Safieh. said 
Sunday. The negotiations are teetering 
between “the desirable breakthrough and 
the possible breakdown.” 

The United States has warned that it may 
abandon its mediation if the 14-month stale- 
mate over Israeli withdrawal from the West 
Bank continues. And Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat reiterated that he will declare 
statehood in May 1999. regardless of 
whether there is a deal wife IsraeL 
U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright has already won Palestinian 


approval for an American initiative which 
calls for Israel to hand over 13 per cent of 


calls for Israel to hand over 13 per cent of 
the West Bank. The phased Israeli with- 
drawal is to be linked to a Palestinian crack- 
down on Islamists. 

But Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has refused to accept the propos- 
al despite intensive U.S. diplomatic efforts, 
including an unscheduled meeting early 
Sunday with Vice President Al Gore. 

“ There will be some progress, but any- 
body who expects a dramatic breakthrough 
will be disappointed.” top Netanyahu aide 
David Bar-IUan said after the Gore meeting. 

Israel has said it will hand over 9 per cent 
of tiie West Batik, and some reports have 
said tbai Mr. Netanyahu is willing to offer 
up to 11 percent But the Palestinians say 13 
per cent is their absolute minimum. 

“The success of the talks in London will 


depend on Netanyahu’s actions because the 
problem does not lie anywhere else," Mr. 
Arafat told journalists in Gaza before leav- 
ing for Britain. 

“His policy is to try to gain time” the 
Pales tinian leader told London's Sunday 
Observer. 

Mr. Netanyahu is “a pvromaniac on a 
powder keg.” the fitfestinian diplomat Mr. 
Safieh told Sky Television. ‘‘And I believe 
the Americans are seeing him increasingly, 
not as a strategic asset in the Middle East, 
but as a strategic liability." 

He complained that Mr. Netanyahu's 
vision of a future Palestine was of tiny 
enclaves, isolated from each other, “that are 
totally unviable and totally humiliated and 
have no ingredients for the economic take- 
off.” 

As Ms. Albright headed for London 


Saturday, State Department spokesman 
James P. Rubin said there is "no reason to 
believe we are in a position to bridge the 
gaps." And he warned that there would be 
“grave dangers" if the stalemate continues. 

Ms. .Albright was scheduled to dine with 
British Foreign Secretary' Robin Cook cm 
Sunday night. Prime Minister Tony Blair is 
expected to meet with Mr. Netanyahu and 
then Mr. Arafat Monday morning before 
they hold separate talks with Ms. Albright. 

Mr. Safieh said if there is a possibility of a 
breakthrough, the Palestinian and Israeli 
leaders might meet together with Ms. 
Albright — or “even more interestingly" 
with a European representative as well. That 
presumably would be Ml Cook or Mr. Blair 
since Britain currently holds the rotating 
presidency of the European Union. 

The London meeting win take place 


exactly one year before the May 4, 1999 
deadline for the completion of Middle East 
peace negotiations set in the 1993 Oslo 
peace accords. 

All sides know the peace process cannot 
drift indefinitely. 

Mr. Arafk reiterated to The Sunday Tunes 

that next May he will announce the inde- 
pendence of Palestine. 

“My decision is final,” he was quoted as 
saying. 

Added Palestinian envoy Mr. Safieh; ‘T 
believe Palestinian statehood is not only our 
right but I also believe its a Jewish respon- 
sibility." 

Mr. Netanyahu has hinted he would retal- 
iate by annexing some of the West Bank. 
And with both sides freed of restraints 

imposed by the peace accords, many fear 
renewed violence. 



Thurman and - 
Hawke get married ; ^ 


NEW YORK (AP)7^ : : 
Prospective parents 
Thurman and Ethan Hawke . 
got married in a cathedral: 
decorated with lilacs, cherl 
iy blossoms and candfes 
lining the bride’s wait-up" 
the aisle, the New York 
Post reported. Invited 
guests included Richard: 
Gere and other celebrities; f 
the newspaper saidl' 
Thurman, who’s pregnant, 
wore a plus-size Vera Wang 
wedding gown. A chapel 
used for the reception after- ’ 
ward was decorated like 
the set of “Casablanca," ■- 
according to an unidenti- 
fied church worker quoted 
by the Post. It’s the second 
marriage for Thurman, 28. 
Her ex-husband is fellow 
actor Gary Oldman, whom 
she married in 1990. It's 
the first marriage for 
Hawke, 27. The couple co- 
starred in “Gattaca.” 


Ginger Spice to 
appear in Penthouse 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Glamour magazine 

Penthouse is dishing up 
Geri HaJliwell — alias 
Ginger Spice of the Spice 
Girls — for its June issue, 
using photos taken years 
before she became an inter- 
national pop phenomenon. 
In “The Geri Story” 
accompanying the photos, 
Penthouse notes that 
Halliwell made her start in 
showbiz by working as a 
club dancer in Spain and a 
“glamour" model. “For all 
her boasts about her poten- 
cy being due to her brain, 
Geri's most noticeable nat- 
ural endowments are strict- 
ly below her neck," the 
glossy men's magazine 
sniggers. She “appears to 
have been cloned in some 
sort of mad scientific 
experiment- to produce a, 
scaled-down version' of 
Madonna's voice fused to 
Jayne Mansfield-size 
boobs” 


Streisand’s new movie 
draws unfriendly fire 
from Heston 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Barbara Streisand's movie 
about a widow’s campaign 
against handgun violence 
drew unfriendly fire from 
staunch pro-gun activist 
and actor Charlton Heston. 
Streisand countered by 
saying Heston hasn’t even_ 
seen it. The film, called 
“The Long Island 
Incident," tells the stoiy of 
Carolyn McCarthy, who 
lobbied for gun control and 
became a congresswoman 
after ber husband was 
killed and her son was seri- 
ously wounded by a gun- 
man who opened fire on a 
crowded New York com- 
muter train in December 
1993. Six people were 
killed. Heston, a National 
Rifle Association vice 
president, scheduled a 
news conference ; for 
Monday to challenge the 
film's alleged deliberate 
misrepresentation of the 
group and elected officials 
who support it 


Posh Spice will 
feature geese 
in wedding 


LONDON (AP) — Not 

surprisingly. Posh Spice 
Victoria Adams is planning 
a posh wedding — - and she 
thinks geese .. wandering 
around the garden are a 
perfect touch. The singer 
— the first of the five 
"Spice Girls” to become 
engaged — told British 
Channel 4 that, when she 
marries soccer star David 
Beckham she wants “afl the 
fancy stuff, the things. yoo 
see in films.” And hoyf did 
geese fit in? Well, ihe wedr 

ding coordinator, designing 
the coupleV big day sug- 
gested geese, and she Hked 
foe idea. “I don’t know 
they just look gqocL don't" 
they?” she asked. TbecoU' 
pie became engaged 
January but dn’rfjjgij?,. 
many until 
because of work trommg- 
ments. * 
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